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railway commission comes in ; but it is only
a very limited authority. The commission
cannot of its own motion say what the rates
ought to be ; but c¢'n only decide whether
the rates proposed by the companies are rea-
sonable and ought to be made mutually
binding. But the granting of a new rate is
in the discretion of the commission, and it
may for good reasons refuse. When the
rates proposed are not such as the commis-
sioners would feel justified in sanctioning
without alteration, their authority is limited
to refusing them altogether. In this way,
it would seem as if the legal provision for
the interchange of traffic may be practically
nullified. Although each company to the
proposed bargain is required to afford all
reasonable facilities for transit over its lines
of the other company’s traffic, it may make
proposals for a through rate that weuld be
altogether inadmissable.

Complaints are by no means unknown in
Canada that the rates charged between the
same points are not always uniform, and that
one man or one firm has to pay more than
anothor. Such preferences are contrary to
the British Traffic Act ; but they are never-
theless sometimes made, and the railway
cominissioners mgy be called upon to settle
the difficulty. The companies sometimes
allege eonvenience as a reason for desiring to
make equal rates for unequal distances.
The commissioners in their last report ad-
mit, in a case that came before them, that
‘“the interest of the railway companies as
carriers might be a fair reason for disregard-
ing small differences ;” but where the differ-
ence is one where a person can be duly pre-
judiced a remedy is applied.

1t sometimes happens that a railway com-
pany, on one pretext or another, delines to
take traftic except at rates exceeding its
minimum. The point however has been
settled adversely to the railway companies ;
first, by the railway commission, and after-
wards by the Court of Cesssion, Scotland.
This however did not prevent the Great
Western Railway Company from exacting
higher fares than it is entitled to charge.
The company raised an objection to the
jurisdiction of the railway commission. The
public cannot always readily tell when a
railway company is exceeding its legal rates;
and the railway commission suggests t.hat it
should be required to keep at its stations,
for inspection and sale on demand, the act
or parts of act, in virtue of which it makes
charges for passenger or freight traffic. The
suggestion is a good one, and should be
aoted upon here as well as in England. It
has happened that a railway company has
refused to renew a season ticket to a particu-
lar person, on terms on which such tickets

were issued to others. Two instances of

such arbitrary refusal came before the com-
missioners last year, and in both they were
decided against the companies. Ope appli-
cant had, according to the company, travelleq
too often, and the other had not paid the
proper fare for a Journey not covered by his
periodical ticket; but these were held to
be no reason why renewal tickets should not
be issued.

A railway commission affords a constant
check upon railway companies ; it curbs
their disposition to over-ride the law, and
it provides a remedy, not however without
appeal, when they do so. But, in fighting a
powerful corporation, an individual isalways
at a disadvantage, and it is a kind of warfare
on which most men are unwilling to enter,
But the number of persons interested in
defending themselves against undue prefer-
ances and prejudices must always be consid-
erable ; and by acting together they might
fairly hope, under proper Traffic laws and a
Railway Commission, to obtain Justice, with-
out being exposed to great individual sacri-
fice. '
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC AND IMM]I.-
GRATION.

A short time ago some American papers
published the statement of General Rosser,
the new chief engineer of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, that he would build four or
five hundred miles of railway this seagon,
provided rails and other material could be
moved forward as fast as he would get the
railroad graded and ditched. The well-known
energy of this gentleman in connection with
similar undertakings in the United States
and his great experience in building lines
over prairie country, made the feat seem not
impossible.  The season when the work of
preparing the road-bed can be carried on jg
however, limited to the months of the year
when the frost is out of the surface of the
ground. The engineering head of so great
an undertaking must therefore arrange thag
the open season shall be utilized to the
utmost. To withdraw from agricultura]
operations in the North West more than a
certain proportion of the teams of the settlers
would clearly result in a diminution of pro-
duction to an injurious degree. Aund, if
work upon the Canadian Pacific jg really to
be pushed forward with the vigour Promised
both men and horses must be chiefly obtain:
ed elsewhere than in Manitoba, Recognizing
this, Mr. Stickney, the general superinten-
dent appointed by the syndicate, has already
taken steps to supplement the limited num-
ber of men and horses available in the

| North West Territories,

Mr. Stickney visited Ottawa lately to

ascertain upon what terms he could bring in



