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PROGRESS OrF IMPERIALU PROTECTION.

One cannot help sympathizing with Mr. Chamber-
lain in bis wonderful, almosl lone-hand, fight against the
poliky which in Great Britain has been a fetish for sixty
years, That sonie of the idols which he has already suc-
cecded in throwing down from their high places, have
.showni such an immediate tendency to-crumble awavr
does niot detract from the courage of this political icono-
claut, for until he began the attack their omnipotence
was practically' tnquestioned. Now that 'the inner
weakncss of1 much of the doctrine opposed to Mr.
Chiamberlain seems to have become manifest, il would
ill becomne ts to be the prophet after the event; we would
r11erelyý explain that where to our mmid the difficulties of
lits plan will be met will be ini the making of preferential
a-rranigemlents wvith the colonies.

Considerable encouragement lias alteady, it is true,
býen ,sent toMr. Chamberlain from the colonial interests

i,,olvd.The Canadian Manufacturers' Association, at
Ilth time of its ann.uaI meeting, sent a message con-

gr~~ulainghum on thie stand he was taking; but this,l1
-,e cannot avoici believing, wvas more in the nature of a
gene ral svmnpathy' %ith bis aimas rather than any accept

ance of the plans proposed. To a good many people it
did rot scemn cear that the manufacturera of this country
hiad, after thinking out the cost, concluded that they
ý,ýould be willing to sacrifice somte of their own intereats
for the good of Great Britain and Imperial unity. Y'et,
if they are flot l)repared to do this, how can they con-

Isistently furthier Mr. Chamberlain's aimi? A contradic-
j don in terms is involved. If the B3ritish producer is to
gel his goods into Canada, and meets with a duty liere
low enougli to allow it, the Canadian, producer must lose
bis mnarket tu just that extent; while, if the Canadian
duty is higli enough to keep suchi goods out, which cer-
tainly seema to be our manufacturers' desire, it is ail
the same 10 the I3ritisher whether that duty be just high
cnough for that purpose, or tw ice or thrice that pro-
portion.

XVe are glad 10 see that such an important body as
the Toronto Board of Trade has seen fit 10 cable a reso-
loition of support 10 Mr. Chamberlain, for it shows a
strengthening desire on the part of Canada to niect his
proposals haîf way; and after ail it will only be when
the details conte 10 be worked out that the difficulties
w e have referred to will tuiost make theinselves felt.
Nevertheless, il is not easy 10 avoid the suspicion that,
so far as things have gone at present, Canada lias merely
sFown a natural williugness ta take the good things
o'ff red hier, leaving the consideration of payment for the
sanie 10 the dim and distant future. It is quite possible
for such a broad-inded body of business men as the
Board of Trade to believe that even a inaterial sacrifice
to British manufacturers for the purpose of meeting the
requirements of a preferential tariff would in the end be
more th'an offset by the enlarged markets brought about
by the influx înt the West of agriculturists taking
advantage of the extra inducenients offered to their
point of view. So far, however, itiustbevconcede,4that
individual industries have shown but littie sign of this
willingness for vicarious sacrifice. Another doubt assails
cs as 10 the question of preserving the Canadian market
for Britishi secondary industries, about which the
Toronto Board of Trade meeting had a good deal to
say-

The secondary industry of to-day mnay, for aIl one
knows t0 the contrary, become of primary importance
to-morrow. Will Canadians of the future consider them-
selves bound to abstain from entering upon a given en-
terprise merely because manufacturers of the present
geneiration find themselves unable to cariry on such at a
profit, or are willing to give thecir Britishi brethren the
full advantage of the latter's suiperior adaptability for
sucli an enterprise? If we understand the terni aright,
a secondary industry is often one which has been
brought about by growing competilion in'some other,
or primary, form of manufacture, which has created a
desire to'take advantage Qf every possible opening for
profit; and sometimes it becomes almost impossible 10
carry on the larger or original enterprise without the
aid of secondary industries 10 utilize the bye producîs.
What sort of cul-de-sac, then, are Canadian producera
likely 10 find themselves in, lied down to production in
certain fines which, however satisfying for the present,
11o1d no bond for prosperity in the future? We raise
these'objections, flot because we, refuse belief in the
eventual practicability of Mr. Chamberlain's plans, but
because il is 'generally better 10 recognize difficuilties
before rather than afterwards.


