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LONG-DISTANCE MARCHING COMPETITION.

'lhle long-distance marching competition amiong the Regu.
lars, Militia and Volunteers of the East Surray Reginmental
District, London, (Eng.), came off on Saturday Stil Nov.,
and wvas broughit to a conclusion carly on the following.
miorning. TFhe route to be covered lay betwveen Kinîgston
aînd Guilford, returning through Canîberley, a distance of
about fifîy-four miles. This %vas a severe test as the men

' were in heavy marching order, with the exccption of the
valise, spade and hielmiet. The competitors %vere divided
int squads of eight men, comimanded by a section leader.
Althougli there were eighiteen teanis entered, only seventeeti
cornpeted, one detaclinîent, unifortusiately being three mnen
short ai the timne appointcd for starting. The firsît w %o teamns
left Kingston at six o'clock on Saturday mioring, one
travelling in the direction of Camhberley, w~hile the other
wvent round by Guilford. To avoid anyting like racing, an
intervai of one hour betNeen each successive teami was
allowed. Colonel Leyland Hornby acted as unipire ini
chief, while eacli comipeting section wvas acconipanied by an
oflicer umpire. The condition of the roads was bad and
the tirst arrivai wvas niot expectec i until idniighit on Saturday,
hIws .illowing eighiteen hours for tlie journie. 'Fle 3 rd

E7ast Surray tearm, lîowever, whichi left Kingstoni after 6 a.nîi.
MI Saturday, did ilot complete their inarch tili 1.37 a.im. on
Stunday, nineteen hlours, seventeenl minutes after startinig.
But this result wvas far surpassed by a teani of the -rd Bat-
talion of the East Surrey Voluniteers led by Color-Sergeat
WVarren, whichi left Kingston at nloon on Saturday, and
covered the distance in seventeen hours, thirtvsi miuts
nmaintaiinig an average speed of three muiles one furlong per
hour. The next teami in wvas ont>' twelve minutes beind.
Lord Methner, commanding the Homne District, %vas at
Kingston Barracks. on Sunday mornling to inquire as to the
progress of the comipetition.

Captain R. D. WVynyard, writing fromi Kingston I3arracks,
says :'- The winning teani of the 3rd Voluniteer l3attalion
well deserved their victory and gener;tlshiip." It scerrs,
that by means of cyclist scouts, they were kept advised of
the ' tiînes " made by otiier teanîis, and more particularly
tlîat belonging t the 4 th battalion. On the strength of the
information so given, tlue Volunteers nîiarched ini froim Rip-
ley without a haIt, and succeeded in beating thenm by just
bwelve minutes. He adds, - None of the competitors so far
aire aiy the worse of their exertions."

None of the Voluniteer teains liad undergone an>, trainin g,
though the 1Ailitia and Regulars hiad.

XVith refèrence to the foregoing conipetition the Ui/ied
Service Gazi-Ili! makes the following very sensible renmarks:.

Besides demonstrahing ini the most satisfactor, nmariner
what on an emiergency could be done by picked teams of
regulars, militia, or voluniteers, the recela contcst affordeci
Neveral useful tessons. Ini the first place it is to be remarked
that tlîe average age of the inniiing tcarn was sonîewhat
over tivent)-eighit years, %v'ile that of' the next tcarn, thoiqgh
it had nio metmbers as young as eighteeni yars thiree nionthis
and eighteenl years and nline montlis respectivelv *-averaged
twvent -five. 'l'lie ages of the winning teani ranged froi
li enty to forty and of the next froin just over cighitcen Io
tlhirt),-thirce. Men of mature age thereforc, ver, targelv
predomninatcd. Another point is thiat, althoughi lardly any-
thing iii the wav of training %vas attempted b>' the tcîiams,
only one of thenm gave in before thev hiad donc thirty miles.
'l'le grreat nuajoriît' of tlîen covered forty miles, and no less
t hanl cleven out oft fli seventeen conîpleted tlic course, these
menii arching in ivith a rood stel» and ini regular formation.

The mistake of forcing the speed, and the wvay a break-
down may bc caused tiroui injudicious eating andl drinking.
at the halting places. were abundantly proved. Too nîutchi
care in these respects cauînot wvell be exercised ini comipeti-
tions wh'lich involve a test of the power of enduranuce, and to
sonme nieglect iii tliese miatters do wve partlv attribute flic
failure of the regulars who, after struggling on luravelY t0
Chertsey, notwitlhstandîng a mishap to wbich wve shall refer
trnmnediatelv, Look three Ilours to do three miles, sorte of the
teani being overcomie liv an irresistable drowsiniess.

'lle mnishap t o wvhich ,. e have just alludcd bias a direct
hca.ring(. tpolî thue subieci of cquipnicnt. One of the men in-

cluded in the team -of regulars thinking it advisable, after
dining at Guildford, to change his socks, found that bis feet
were so swollen that lie could not agaîn get thern into bis
boots. Nowv it is evident that either he had been badly fitted
or that the boots hiad tuot licen kept sufficiently soft by duli-
bing or one of the better preparations, such aý " Mollis-
coriumii." The mariiclîîng powers of an arrnly v'ery largely de-
pend upon luow it is shiod, by which wve nieaiu not only that
tlîe boots flienuselves shouild ci gooci, but that they should lie
carefully sclecicd su as to be'an easy lit for ecdi individual
ivearer andl fot 1<) be allowecl to get stiff and liard. Men,
too, slîotld be taught to take proper care of their [ct, as, for
instance, by soaping, ilieir socks betère undicertainig any Ilng
mnarcb. Btistcred lcet. were on the presenit occasion tule cause
of trouble in several instances.

l'lie t unic slîould be looser across thue chest than il is usuallv
%vornl, so as to give fl l play to thic lungs ; and we are Ili-
dliieC( to thlinlc thiat tlîcre is still rootu for furthcr experimients
to be tîîace as to the easiest wav thie weighîts a soldier lias to
carry can lie disposed.

What cati lie donc in heavv rnarcbing- order wvas latelv
stîuwn by Tieuît. Barker, R. M. [.I., b). his' march [romi Oke-
lianîptonl to Plymouth on a nituddv road itn twelve lîours, in-
cluding thît'ec atnd a haIt' hiouu's' stoppage, and hy eren
Bernardl, anid Corporal Barnard, of thle sanie corps, wh'lo did
the distance ini an lîotr less, lieing. we lielieve, thie best timne
yet inade ini teavy iiiarcliing ortIer.

XXliile tioping that lotîg-disuance inarchiuîg conipetitions
will become a regularly recoguuizQed tlingii in this country, wc
trust that it. will iiot deteriorate into ft'antic efforts ai. record-
breaking, but îlîat thîe practical sid,ý will be kept steadily ii
view.

CANADA ANI) Gýl,.\ISTONIE'.

Some excitemnett lias been occas incd inu Caniada b>' the rt'-
port lately circulated to the eticct. tliat file I miperial Goveriu-
mnent propose(l to wvithidrat\ Ille Itiperial troops tronu British
North Anîcrica. The Canadiaui papers have laketi (lie Matier
up sornewliat liercelv, but reallv thlure is nîo occasion l'or atîv
fuss. Halifax, the headquarters of out' tieci ini Ille Non hi
Atlantic, is the onIy point at wvhicli troops are tlow kcpt, and
it us nult ai ail likelv tlîat even thue Gladstone Goveriiiieuît
wvould cssay their retuioval ai. the luresent jntr.Cnd
is uuîostly Conservative, anud the press of the Douuuiniiouî lias
iiaturally, jumpud ah the tbroat of the uîe%% Liberal Goveruiet
ai. home lin coniectiou withl the rutioured witlhdrawal, but the
excitemiett w~ill douhtless soon pass awav. Onue oft te lead-
ing journals in Toronto charges \î i.. G;ladstonie anid luis col-
leag ues with att aclîiug but lit tle imiiportanîce t o Ille Caliadiali
connection- - witbl uot beitug overhut'deîued vit h anxict v about
colonuial greatiiess. 'IFlic papuer goes on1 to lay stress oui the
fact thai. tbe Catiadiatis have hlithierto defeîided tIheiiiseljves ah
cotîsideralile expetuse, and uîîaintailîs that il Xvas inu cotise-
quetuce of INr. (Gtadsi.ote's synupatliy for tlie Soth during thie
Americati Civ'il War that tlîe Feniian î invasioni of' Canada wvas
brouglut about. Tlie Jileral leaider\ý biungliuig also, il is
altegIed, prevetuted Canada, %vlbet wugad~as payîtug lîea% ily
for tlîe Alabanla niistake, [roui rcuverinig fo(r Ille datiuagecs
tieu inflicted on Cania(a. It is evideuît fluai tluc Preuuier's
critics oni tbc other side of tlie Atlanîtic ar.e prepared Io assail
him ah ever\ * raýssible oppotutity, anîd t his Cauiadiaii on-
slauglît, alîhuttgbi perliapis il is utidescrved at die uioitîieni
wvill sertoV \v aru Mr;. (iladstone anud bis colleagrues thai tlivy
unlusi. tuot attemrp. tu play at ducks anîd drakes %viîlu colonial
iuterests. as ttîev did hiall' a dolOcîi ars ago. Iiw'ip,/a/er.

Re.tr-Adtîuiral Stephenusoni. th li uew couîîmiauudcr of i lie
Britislu squadroil ini the Paciflc, lias beeui i.-1 I 1er \jst
navy for 40 years, T/w a/ 11(il/(z:/esvud a
active ser-vice itu flue Crinien, iii a an ud duriuîg thle Iudit
uiuitinly. ILt was Captaiti St ephenisonî as lue thiu was, 'u ho
\vas ini coltuiinauid of Ille Hieroti guiboat ('ui Ilue Cnd
hakes (huritig the Feuîîai disturbances ; and lie liadchreo
fieu' Majcsty's ship licetviii flie Artic expcdit; on ot
1875-76. Rear-.Xdmiral Sit elicuýisoti was foriuîcrly a naval
aiue.de-calnîp to tlle Queuî, anîd lias eLel 'Mu anlqevxo thle
Prince of Wales since 1878.
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