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or its cquliv--lciît of rnctlîylatcd liquids, escape permanent dlamage,
i.,. inost persons are, to- soine extenit, immune to scriouis poison-
MO, by sinall quantities of niiethiyl. alcoliol, thiis -is by nu meanis truc
of larger quantities; nor dloes it, by any means, prove thi mi-
inunlity of evcery peso fronii poisonting by very sniall quantities.
Until tlie exper-inieit: lias been nmade, nobody cati be assureci of
safcty to cycsiglît froin the ingestion of nîuicli snialler amnounts of
thic po'iso. TI"r' arnany wvel1-autlientit'cit'c iiîstanlces ini wlhich
t ti-tdrinikingc of a couple of teaspoon fuis of wood spirits wvas
foUowcd by blinidness.

Tlie intoxication of persons froni inhalation of the funies of
mcetliylatcd alcoliol is aniotlier exaniple of poisoning by small
quantities of the intoxicant, bccause the actual buik of liquid so
absoited by the lLlngs and skin mnust be coml)arativcly small.

TI'he cumulative quality of nîetlîylisn -lias beetn referred to by
several mvniter-s. This niatter %vill be furtlier discusscd iii spcak-
ing of tlie pathiolocr of the subjeet. MKeantiniie our investigations.
undoubtedly demionstrate tlîat in inany instances no mnarked.
poisoîîous symiptomis were iîoticed until twcnty-four hiours 0or
lonîger, after tlie last of ai niuniber of dloses (usually smnall
"drinks ") iaci been takenl. Unhike miost poisonouis agents that
are responsible for acuite symiptoms, tliese mnay not inuch cisturb,
thie patient for a relatively long interval af ter the ingestion of the
poison. In(leecl, it mnay be set clown as a rule thiat, except in per-
sons exhibitiiig an idiosyîîcrasy against wvoocl alcoliol, or unless
a large close of tlie poison is drunk witliini a few hours,, îîot only
may the severe, abdominal symiptoms, the cardiac and nei-vouas
collapse and the blindniess be postponed, but even tlîe fatal ter-
iiiination lias, ini somne instances, been delayed for several clays.

Tlîis information, clerived fromn the histories just publislîed,
clemonstrate the fact tlîat thiere is dlanger, albeit an unknowl
degree of daniger, to life and eyesighit attencling thie -ingestioni of
any amnounit of wvood alcohiol. Moreover, while the acuite,. unmis-
takable symptorns of thec ordinary formis of intoxication enable
us to recognize thiem at once, thiere can be no doubt but tliat mnuchi
smnaller quaritities, taken. into the system, as methylatecl quack
remiedies, adlulteratcd foodstuffs (Janiaica ginger, " lemnon ex-
tract," essence§), or the secret drami drinking of bay mmr, cologne
water,, etc., may, in persons iîot immiune, injure thie digestion and
pernîaneîîtly clamage the vision.

Tliere are very few poisons tlîat more -distinctly exhibit the
selective character of thie intoxication than woocl alcohiol. It
lias azain anci again been- demnonstrateci that a minority of tIiose
-wlio im-bibe metlîylated flui'ds suifer no permanent daniage f rom


