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1 worldly misfortuncg -in the mest appalling

CHAPTER VIIL—CONTINUED.
a 8tay a bit,” he said, as Pincher led the]
way out, ¥ you and governor must'nt stir 'till
I gret clear of the wall, else some other cove
might stop me.
weight clear over the first throw, and mounted
the rope withthe agility of acat.

e flung the

When Colonel Blake reached the gapl next
morning all was bustle and confusion, the
prisoner had effected his escape—how, noone
coudd tell; there were slizht marks upon the
wall, and it was supposed he had succeeded in
orossing it 1here.” The sheriff instituted ‘a
Tigid investigation, to which the Colonel and
other magistrates was invited; he scemed to
be particularly irritated against the governor
(who by the way was a close relation of his
own, although the fuct was carefully con-
cealed). Lut it appeared that every possilile
precaution liad been taken, all the oflicers
were af their rvespective posts. The gaoler
positively swore that he had seen the prisoner
safe at ten o'clock. and his testimony was cor-
roborated by two of the turnkeys, who saw
him locking the yard door of the condemned
cell after having made his inspection. A con-
siderable time bhaving been lost in making
this inquiry, itwas at length decided that a
pursuit should be instantly undertaken, and
the wguoler having just then informed the
sheritf that a person rescmbling the cscaped
convict had been met on a road leading in ex-
actly a contrary direction to that which.John-
son had really taken, every available man was
despatched thither, witl: positive orders to
cnter ail houses and make a general and most
careful search.

More than six mouths had now clapscd
since the excention of the mortgage to Mr.
Clipper, and the first gale of interest duc was
applied for on behalf of Mr. Pincher Martin,
who bad taken an assignment of it before the
iight of the compromised attorney, Jike,
being fully prepared, at once paid the money,
but it became a source of uneasiness both to
him and the Colone! that the incumbrance
had fallen into the hands of « person from
whom they could anticipute nothing bLut hos-
iility and annoyance.

To add to their disquictude, Mr. Dockel's
bankruptey appeared shortly after in the
Gazelte, and it was not withont sad forebod-
ings that the Colonel vead Mr. Pepper’s Jetter
apprising him that Pincher had added to his
<laims upon the Dunseverick estates Dy De-
coming possessor of the charge originally
vested in the unfortunate bunker.

Forsome time after the trial, Pincher Mar-
tin felt considerable uncasiness as to the con-
sequences which might arise from the threat
so publicly made in the courthouse, as well as
from the private communications winch
Johnson had previously made to himself.

His first step after the prisener’s conviction
and escape was to prevent (urther publicity by
securing the local press. in which he perfectly
succeeded, and then, like a prudent man, he
proceeded to take precautions against the
worst that micht ensue.

His marringe was by no means a happy onc,
his wife being anything but an amiable per-
son, and although no expense had heen spared
in cultivating her mind and sceking to give
her a good education, those who superin-
tended her studies and sought to form her
character hul but small reason to congratu-
Inte themselves upon their success, The girl
was not only ill-looking (an extraordinary in-
stance of ugliness in a family remarkable for
personal beauty), but innately vulgar. She
had low propensities, and had exhibited at a
very early agea predilection for strong liquors,
with difficuity checked lefore her marriage,
but which had broken out with increased vio-
lence since she had become her own mistress.
Foralong time Pincher remained ignorant of
her disgraceful fuiling, her occasional absence
from the dinnerstable being attributed to sud-
den and severe headaches, which compelled
her to remain in bed, and she took special
eare never to appear until the effects of her in-
temperance had been completely slept oft,

At Tength accident disclosed the nature of
the nilment to her astonished husband ; and to
the dread inspired by the revelations made to
him by Johnson was added the unpleasant
certainty of being irrevocably bound, under all
circurastances, to the drunken heiress. "The
ce-devan! attorney’s feelings, however, were
uot very acute. Love (as well as Lhonor) was
a sentiment which remained a stranger to his
heart. Could he but preserve the secret of
his wife's weak point and the possession of
Ler property be would have been perfectly
conteated with his lot. e endenvored to
accomplish the first cbject by allowing her
free access to the decanters at times when the
cffects could be concealed from the servants;
perhapr, too, he acted thus from a Iatent wish
that unrestrained excess might unltimately
produce fatal consequences.  As time wore on,
hiowever, and no claimant appeared to contest
his right, the possessor of Castlemore became
reassuted, confidence in the stability of his
tenure increased, and the insolence generated
by his uuexpected elevation became aug-
mented.  There wasnot o more arrogant o
unpopular man in the county——

Nearly two years had gone Ly since ihe
trial.  The interest on the debts affecting the
Dunseverick estates had been punctually
paid by Mike, and the Colonel and his nicce
led » quict and comparatively happy life, dur-
fng the summer taking trips to the English
watering-places, and thus diversifying the
monotony of a continued residence in the
country. Miss Bingham was now of age, and
her mind, as well as her person, had Lecome
more {ully developed. She was the admira-
tion of every society in which she mixed; ‘the
frapkness of her character and maaners put
every one with whom she came in contuct at
crse, and the charin of her open smile and
artless countenance impressed all who up-
proached her with the honesty and benignity
of her gentle sovl ler: personn] charms,
though universally admitted to be great,
scemed cast into the shade by her varied ac-
complishments and the sweet simplicity of
herafluctionate disposition,  No guile was in

her thoughts, no scandal on lier lips, no jeal-
ousy threw its balceful shadow over her beam-
.Ing face, ne evil passion lurked withi the pre-
cincts or corroded the purity of her untainted
heart, and she was more frequently culogised
‘a8 the most amiable and gifted than as the
most beautiful of women., Yet under the cap-'
tivating exterior of artlessness and gaicty,
this girl concealed a character as unbending
s tho oak when principle was at stake, and
:as unswerving in its fidelity to professed
aflection as it was regardless of tho personal
sacrifices which duty imposed or love de-
manded. N,

Kate had been early taught the necessity of
self-control and the value of self-reliance. At
nineteen she found herself plighted and de-
serted, and the desire to conceal from others a’
hitter disappointment, which she believed to

i
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to herself.

domitable perseverance with which she maus-
tered o language or learned an art. ~ He little
knew that thosc severe studics and prolonged
labors were undertaken from -a far higher
motive than that of alfording gratification to
those she loved, or of adding another item to
her claims on general admiration.

ticipate that she should ever be reduced to the
necessity of trusting. to her {alents to supply
lier own or her uncle's personal requirements,
but she reflected deeply on the instability of
human greutness, and she took a pleasure in
cultivating the talents with which Heaven
had gifted her, in order more efficiently to
combat still further reverses should they be
sent.

Mike and herself since the interview in the
drawing-room tended to give this bent to her
mind and this dircction to lier reflectlons.
She communicated unreservedly her own fecl-
ings and expectations to him, and received in
return information concerning the steps which
were being taken to discover ennant’s re-
treat, and also regarding her uncle’s pecu-
niary embarrassments, with which he, good
man, supposed her to be altogether wnac-
Qquainted.

and acts were regulated by such high motives,
and whose aftections were gnided by such
rigid principles, whose disposition was so un-

delicate and so tender, should win a complete

be~unknown'to amy but herself and Mike,
together with the efforts made to solve the,
Fmystery of her lover's disappearance, roused

Dboth “her rensoning powers.and her judgment
to maturity. . o eRTT T
.» The ::¥icissitudes of heruncle's fortune:
showed her that cilamities might ariggywhen
least expected, andlssho prepared hefgelf to
meet any which l’;pyidencqf}'@n His!wisdom

should - decree, by mentallyscontemplating

forms they could assume, and learning to nut-
igate the consequenpés of their infliction by -
truiping herself 50°as to be always prepared
meekly, but bravely, to “encounter them.
Thus the cultivation of her talents was sedul-
ously attended to, and fresh acquirements,
while they afforded pleasure to her friends,
imparted a sense of additional independence

Colonel Blake often marvelled at the in-

Miss Bingham did not, it is true, exactiy an-

The mutual confidence established between

Tt was no wonder that a girl whose thoughts

selfish, and whose attentions were at once so

ascendency over an afilicted heart o mind
bowed down by sorrow.  The Colonel doted
upon her as his child, and his every wish was
centred in her happiness and future advance-
ment.

Parliament having been suddenly dissolved,
Theobuld Frederick Dlatherwell again soli-
cited the lionor of representing the county.
He had, however, proved a fajlure in the
House, and the ministry, although of the
party to which he had attached himself, were
perfectly indifferent to his success. He was
looked upon us a self-suflicient and sclf-
willed person, confident of powers which he
did not possess, and holding a high opinion of
his own importance, in which few were found
to concur. The active intlnence of Giovern-
ment and his party being withheld, Blather-
well conceived that his most judicious conrse
would be to place himsel{ hefore the consti-
tucncy on patriotic principles. But here he
appeared hudicrously out of character.

The candidate who could then base his
claims on patriotism must Le a fellow able to
drinlk a1l night and ready to fight in the morn-
ing; he should be generous without money,
and Trospitable without means; his tongue
musi be ready to abuse, and his hand prompt
to strike; he was expeeted to sacrilice his own
interests for the beneiit of his friends, aud to
heap versonal favors on those whose votes
secured him personal protection: ol Dblood
was indispensable.  But although the pro-
fession of patriotism at that period might
imply but a slight share of private and a still
slighter share of public integrity, vet the
person who hoped to <ucceed under the ban-
ner must have been at least so far gifted as
to conceal the vottenness of the representative
under the accomplishments of the gentleman.
Nowadays those mitigating yualifications are
dispensed with, and the pureenwe patriot, un-
adorned as he is dishonest, may sell himself
with the same facility, if not to the like ad-
vantage, as his more mistocratic predecessors
sold their country.

Theobald Frederick could not lay claim to
even the least meritorious of those qualifiea-
tions, being neither elofuent in his speech nor
clegant in Lis manners; neither hospitable
nor generous; possessing neither old blood
nor old acres. 'lhe source from which he
sprang was ignoble, and the ink which trans-

headquarters duringzhif sojourn in“the neigh-|
borhood, and-encloséd an - invitation for that;
nobleman; which he requested hix relative to:
forward .and ‘enforce with all hig.inflnence.-

nel, he despatched a note. from his wife, to:
Lady Qlivia, expressing her ‘hope that ther
Countessand her daughters would accompany;

the -Eml. ;«It would be so charming,’ sho:}

wrote, “ to have sucha faniily- party, and 50
much plgi}.snuter for tho;ladiesto be on: tho-

the election cime Off;rather than'at
a:distance, where they might be kept:leng: in

warmly pressed was accepted, not enly by
Lord Heatheringfield, but (a much more im-
portant matter) by thoe ladies also, and pre-
parations on a grand scnle were immediately
made for their reception.

Afrs. and the Misses Blatherwell (there
were two) formed a considerable addition te
the family circle, and now it only remninea to
securc the presence of some of thi neighbor-
ing; aristocracy to render snccess complete.
Pincher felt peculiarly anxious on this point,
as he wished the Heatheringfields to see that
he lreld station amongstthe recognized county
families. Cards were accordingly issued fora
Jarge dinner party and forwarded to many wlho
had never noticed the present Martin people
ot all, but on the security of whose estates the
Iord of the castle or his uncle had advanced
considerable sums of money. Pincher’s ideas
led him to suppose that persons so situated,
no matter what their private feelings might be
in respect to himself, would scarcely venture
to refuse his invitntion, and amongst others so
circumstanced to whom missives were de-
spatched figured all the members of the “do-
mestic circle at Dunseverick.

Colonel Blake declined on the score of ill-
health and disinelination to enter =ociety,
but e¢ven he was awed by the power which
Pincher, were he hostilely disposed, might ex-
creise over him, and therefore. to lieep up ap-
pearances, suggested that Kate and Mike
shrould go

It rarely bappens that persons unaccus-
tomed to move in good society from their
youth can do the honors of their table with
that elegance and ease which only habitual
association with the refined can impart.
There was abundance of display. the side-
board grouned under a load of plate, and no
objection could be taken to the number or
appuintments of the servants, who paraded in
the gorgeons livery of the Marting but the
dignity of an accomplished host was wanting
to harmonize ail the constituent parts of the
entertainment, and make it pass of with eclef.
Pincher appeared to be sitting on thoms.
e could se¢ nobody, could attend no one,
but Lord Heatheringtield and his party. « My
lord " and ¢my lady,” «your lordship ™ and
@ your ladyship,” were for ever on his tongue,
to the great annoyance of those really well-
bred people. More than onee he ordered a
servant to remove “the lord’s plate™ to the
said 1ord’s unutterable disgust; and lie so
overwhehned the Iadies with pompons and
stilted compliments that thev louged for a
release from such uncengenial conversation.

It was the first occasion upon which Mrs
Blatherwell and Lier daughters had the honor
of dining in company with the Hceathering-
field ladics; for, althongh the peer, wlhen in
town, sometimes patronized the judge, the
countess had never bonored their new connec-
tions with her presence at an entertainment,

Lady Heatheringfield, who was too con-
scions of her own position to be supercilious,
displaycd the utmost condescension when she
came in contact with the female ranches of
the Blatherwell family, and hadeven gone the
length of suggesting that some of them might
be invited to the Manor; but the earlat once
put an extinguisher on the proposal, declaring
peremptorily ¢ that it would never answer.”

Unfortunately, Mrs. Blatherwell deemed it
necessary to show off before her arand con-
nections on this the first opportunity wihich
presented itself, for the purpose of convincing
them that she counld do the fine lady, and by
so doing the good woman added exceedingly
to the perplexitics and discomforl of the even-
ing.

“ Dearest * (the pet name Ly which the
Judge always addressed his better half) was a
tine buxom dawme, turned of fifty, with a per-
son rather stout, with o face presenting as
tlotid o picture of robust health as the most
jovial bacchante that ever issued from ‘the
easel of Nichol Pousin.  Nevertheless, Mrs,
Blatherwell had the misfortune to be nervous,
or considered it good tnste to appear so, and
made a practive of fainting dwing dinner
upon special occasions—a habit extremely in-
convenient to her guests, who, as she weighed
profoundly, were often obliged to participate
in the labor of removing a burthen which the

ferred to him his estate was still wet upon the
parchment. He had never invited any of the
county people to his house, nor obtained the
“entree V" to theirs, and he endeavored to pal-
linte his niggardliness by the paitry excuse
that he had no residence of his own, the
family mansion being as yet his fathers,

The judge felt the full force of his son’s dis-
advantages, and the fhouglit struck him that
they might be in some degree overcome by
locating him at Castlemore during his can-
vass.  Under his relative’s roof he might
claim some ¢ locus standi,” Pincher being his
cousin, and his cousin’s wife being the repre-
sentative of an old family and a large estate in
the county.

The worthy judge had other motives, too,
for proposing the arrangement ; it would not
only facilitate his son's communication with
the leaders of his party, but also save his own
purse.  He wished to preserve his parlia-
mentary influence at any cost fov the purpose
of forwarding his own ultimate views, and he
shouid be obliged to pny unhesitatingly, for
were any Iwk of money appavent, inquiries
might be made by Lord Heatheringfield as to
how his prudent son-in-law could be erippled
in his pecuninry vesources, and the mystery
might be solved by the discovery that the
young man had privately contracted annually
to refund to his father one-half of the liberal
scttlement ostensibly made upen him at his
marringe, together with at once transferving
a full moicty of Lady Olivia's ready money,

Pincher’ Martin received the proposition
with delight.. Helonged for the opportunity
of playing e » grand scigneur,” and of ex-
hibitiing his wealth and splendor to those
whose high descent enabled them {o dispense
with many of the appliances so cssentinl to
the parvenw, He only desired o plausible ex-
cuse for inviting hLis ncighbors, who looked
upon him coldly, uithough tliey had paid the
usual complimentary visits on his establish-
ment amongst them, and he, moreover, con-
sidered this a felicitous opportunity for real-
izing another object dear to his ambition.
Notwithstanding ull his obsequiousness and
money, he had never been able to obtnin a
footing at Heatheringfiedd Manor; he heard
that the Iiarl would come into the county to
support his son-in-law's pretensions. and sce
that the frecholders on his estate acted in con-
formity with his wishes.

Now, then, was the time to secure a visit
from the haughty peer, which might lead to

{ an invitntion for Mrs, Pincher Martin and him-

self, und he resolved to lose no time in taking
mensures to insure the success of Lis plan.
He wrote to young Biatherwell, stating how
delighted and honored ho should feel if Lord
Hentheringfield would make Castlemore his

servants in attendance weve unable to snpport.
Dut what ofthat?  Her little fits afforded the
judge an opportunity of displaying his con-
Jjugal afiiection, and enabled her daughters to
show off their sensibility and filial Jove,

The entertainment wus progressing heavily,
but, all things censidered, rather well, when o
preliminary hysterical sob startled the com-
pany, and Mrs, Dlatherwell fell back in her
chair.  .\s she turned over, she caught the
tuble-cloth in her grasp, and jerked a plate of
boiled turkiey and oyster sauce, to which she
had just been helped, right upon the full-dress
Jjacket of w cornet of hussars, who, in his
efforts te save his finery, struck a decanter of
wine from the hands of a servans into the lap
of au elderly lady, habited in a broeaded silk,
an licirloom from her grandmother. Anna
Marin, the elder Miss Dlatherwell, flew to her
mother in a twinkling, and the worthy dame
was borue away, followed in procession by
her sorrowing spouse and allicted funily.
The Hentheringfields, not being habitnated to
these scencs, appeared deeply distressed, and
the host left the room, but soon returned with
the consoling intelligence that all would Le
right divectly. He seemed, however, quite
thrown off his guard by the occurrence, and
forgetting by whom ke was surrounded, re-
marked to Theobald Frederick, who had ve-
stmed Lis seat at the foot of the table, « that
it was d—-d unlucky™  After wailing some
time, Lady Heatheringfield weat quietly to
see if she could render any serviee, bui she
found the invalid seated on a sofa in the
drawing-room in a completestate of convales-
cence, while Mrs. Pincher Martin stood be-
fore her with a smelling bottle in one liand
and a bumper of Madeira in the other.

“How very unlike her family the'lndy of
the house is) said Lord Heatheringfield to
Mike, at the close of a conversntion which
they had carried on for some time in the
drawing-room.
¢ Yeory," replied Mike, looking intently at
her; #it is the first time {'ve had the honor
of meeting her, for you may suppose, Lord

Hentheringfield, that past occurrences cut off
all intercourse between the Blakes and Mar-
tins; but she is indoed very unlike any of the
olad stock.”

The night was far advanced, and Colonel
B!ake’s carringe stood at the door.  Miss
Bingham bad gone toeufic, and Mike whaited
her return in the hall, when Pincher, who had
evidently taken 0o much wine, requested him
to walk into the parlor, as he wished to hold
some convorsation in private with him. He
hiad often, during the evening, appeared to he
on the point of making some communication
which. he seemed afraid to hezard, but his
courage had reached the sticking point.

At the some time and through the same chan=}.!

snspense’as to the result.” The invitation so |

he ‘closed the door;. sthat ‘T ¥ill expéct the
Gelonel to support Blntherwelk!! -

. Mike made noreplyei "~ -
» «That, I think,” Pincher. continued, be-.
‘geming excited, ¥is the least he'can do, con-
isidéring. how kind Ipl‘;.a}ve tehaved-towards

im.’ Feas T
- - Mike.said “that never having spoken with

‘know what his ixtentions might be;”
¢ I don't care a d—n." rejoined Pincher,
-«xwhat his intentions are; I only. know iy
own; and, by-G—d, if he doesn’t do what I
[ expéct, I'll make him sup: sorrow. Ho tell,
him, that, if you please,” and he {urned to
leave the room. ' .
«¥Mr. Martin,” ‘said Mike, calmly, I am
here An invited guest, ‘ind did not expect to-
be insulted by being askedito convey a most
ungentlemanlx message to my relative. L
now tell yon L won't- maXke the communica--
tion you require, and that but for the respect
I cntertain for some of the inmates of yoar

spot.” ., . ]

«I don't eare a d—n about you, sir,” said
Pincher. «I set you at detiance. I'll go
over tormoxew with Blatherwell, and hare a
clear undesstanding aad decisive answer.
And if you, or your zelative, as you call
him, attexspt to annoy me, I'll - take you to
the King's Bench to lenrn you manners, Aud
I tell you now " (he raised his voice as he
opened the door, su that every one in the hall
might bear him}, <if what I want is 1ot done,
')l smoke the old fox out of his castle, that's
all,” and he strode into the drawing-room,
leaving Mike speechless with rage amongst
tlic servants.

As he handed Miss Bingham %o the car-
riage, Mike felt her tremble upon his amm,
aud when the horses started she burst into
tears. '

« What ix the matter, Kate 7" demanded her
companion anxiously.

« Oh, I have been so worried by thosehorrid
wonien | Miss Blatherwell warned me, in the
coarsest manner, that if my anele did not
support her brotber, Mr. Pincher Martin
would rnin him. And 1 overheard his threat
to you. I wish we had not come amongst
such people.” And the poor girl sobbed Dbit-
terly. -+ My dear Mike, to think of his being
in the power of persons so tyrannical and un-
feeling !”

Colonel Lilake was unusually cheerful at
the breakfust fabie next morning. e felt
cratified that Lord Heatheringtield, who sent
him many kind messages, had not forgotten
their former intimacy, and was even affected
wlhen he learned that his old acquaintance,
whom he had not et for many years, pro-
posed paving hima visit before Le left the
conntry.

“ Now, good folks,” said he, rising gaily.
when the meal was over, « prepare at once to
accompany me, as I have something to do
which will require your advice and assiztance.
Do you know, Kate, that I amused myself last
evening during your absence in planning a
new approach to your garden : lut some trees
must be cut down to accomplish my object ;
the men are waiting for our orders. so come
along.”

As they proceeded on their way, the Colonel
cxplained his intended improvement. 7The
present approack to the garden led divectly
from the grand avenue: he designed to go by
a more crrcuitous, but much more private and
romantic route, running along the river side
vhiicl should be dammed at a particular spot,
and so form o pretty and refreshing cascude.
They were all busily engaged directing the
cutting down of the necessary trees, when a
carriage drove towards the house. The
laborers just then went home for dinner, and
Kate and the gentlenen seated themselves on
thetrunk of a newly-felled onk, awaiting their
return.  After some time, persons were heard
approxching in loud conversation, and sud-
denly Pincher Martin, now quite near, though
conceated by the underwood, shouted out :

«Holla! by gad, the fellow's making preuy
work here. I won't stand this,”

He hiad scarcely finished the specel when
he stood in presence of the party. The can-
didate accompanied him, but before he
saluted Colone] Blake or introduced his friend
Pincher continued :

« Cutting timber,sir ? By gad, I don’t well
know that that’s exactly correct, sir. TIt's
playing the very devil with the place, and if
such work is permitted to continue the pro-
perty won't be worth the mortgage.”

 May Iinquireto what canse I am indebted
for the honor of this visit, sir?’ said the
Colonel, rising from his seat with crushing
dignity.

“I'm come, sir—I'm come~but really this
is too bad” (looking around him). I'm come,
as I toll Mr. Blake last night, to ask vour
support for my friend, Mr. Blatherwell, at the
approaching election.”

- My support, sir, is already promised a

“DPromised ! vepeated Pincher.  # Then,
sir, I'm sorry for it on your own acrount, for
if you don’t give my cousin your votes you
must be ready to give me my money; and
in the weantime I tell you plainly that I'1
have no more trees cut; and I warn you pub-
licly ™ (the Inborers had now entered) « not
*to Iny a finger on one more of them or 111
muke it « dear job to you or any other person
who executes yourorders.”

Mike would have felled Lim to the carth,
the men crowded round ready to pitch him
mto the river, but the Colonel interposed.

“You will please to leave my demesne
forthwith, sir" he said, addressing Pincher,
with his usual serenity of manner, ¢ If you
have any power to enforce your thrents, you
may do so; but until you satisfy me of your
authority to interfere I have not the least
notion of allowing you to dictate to me what
T shall do with my own property."

‘Then, taking Kate on his arm, after riving
strict injunctions thut no violence shiould be
oficred to the intruders, he wallied towards the
house.  There new mortifications awaited
them. Pincher's curriage had been sent to
the yard that the lorses might be fed,and the
ladiez of his party were scattered over the
Castle. e and Kate, as they approached,
could hear them running from the sleeping
apartments towards the drawing-room, which
they were barely enabled to reach before the
Colonel entered. 1t may easily be supposed
that neither the master of the mansion nor his
ujece were in humor to receive visitors, and
Ieast of all those who now presented them-
sclves. However, Katce's imperturbable good
nature and her uncle’s high-bred politeness
rendered their salutations courteous, although
their mannet was cold. :

“Mrs. Pincher Martin, the Misses Blather-
well,” snid Kate, introducing them.

#What a very pretty placethis is," naturally
remarked the elder Miss Blatherwell, looking
from the window., °
“It would be very nice, indeed, if some al-
terations were 1mde and the house newly
done up,” responded her sister.

“Have you meny sick persons in the neigh-
borhood ? inquired the elder of Kate, while
Mre. Pincher Martin engaged the Colonecl’s at-
tention by some very commonplace conver-
sation.

-'i None—none, at least, that T am aware

of.

_ “Surely, surely,” rejoined Miss Blatherwell,
‘ there could be none without your know-

T e
. & I only wanted to&yﬂadﬂnéssxngdﬁme, as |

Colonel Blake upon the subject, he-did not |

house, I shouild punish such conduct on the |

L "‘- IR '_. Tow
Te g’é,lhgs Bingham. " L"qonsidex it ¢
duty:of every young lady to'look eiter the sick
poor: T St

" 4Ta. that opinion!T fally'.cokbeide; Miss|

‘Blatherswell ; but my. uncle pays-a doctor *for.

attending the indigent tenantry, and, authos-

ires him to administer~whitever medical as-

-sistance they..may require. If -they need:

‘ Icﬁzthing oz diet, they have but to apply w.
-1h B A

~"%That,” said Anua Maria, * isa very expen-
-give way of doing charity.” : .

'« Very, indeed,” echoed her sister. ¢ Misé.
P Blatherwell "—(every one in %he judge’s es-.

"eldest young -lady thus formally)—-¢Mixs.

{'Blatherwell,” continued the latter, « hps.a

ivery nice dispensary, and altiough Pa.is so
-rich, we all consider it a duty to save expaase.
\when we can, and certainly ** (with a suppr-
-cilious air) «if our estate owed money wo-
‘should think economy still more obligatery,™

A pause in the conversation enabled Celonel
Blake to catch the concluding remarks, and
tonatice the expression of the speaker’s fuce.

“Yes, certainly,” chimed in the <lder,
twhen peopic have the misfortune te .owe
money they should avoid ail unneccessaryjout-
lay, for, as Mamma says, ¢ cvery mickle mekas
a muckle,” and, Miss Bingham, if vor allow
me to order you a chest from Pilkicoton &
Co's Ishall have great pleasure in driwing
over accasionally while I remain at Castie-
more to teach youhow tedispense.”  (T'6.her
sistery—« T don’t think the judge wauld ob-
ject to my coming for such a purpese. Do
vou, sweetest ?”

«I think not. e ulways wislies.us.to. do
good, no matter at what inconveniense.”

#And then, you kzow,” continued Miss
Blatherwell, in a voice somewhat swbdued, yvet
nuite audible to the entire compuxnyy. ¢ then,
you know, Misx Bingham, you could assist
vour uncle by saving the doctor’s salary, an
important matter to a person cirsamstanced
as he is: even a small saving efthat Kind
micht sometimes keep the shesdt from the
door.™

Kate blushed to. thie voots of hor hair, the
Colonel grew unsasy, but Miss. Elatherwell
went on; she had mounted Ler hobby, and
should have a canter, ne meatter what the
consequence.

After coming out #gay " under the chaper-
onage of a rich retired tiadesman’s wife, the
relative of her mmaternal grandfather, Auna

Maria casily abandoncd what she tertued a
dissipated, when she found it to be an un-
profitable, description of Iife. As her father
prospered at his profussion and she advanced
in years, she became, first, « decidedly seri-
ous,” in the hope of catcking a parson : and
then blue, to captivate a fellow of college;
when both dodges had signaily failed, she
tovk to charity and medicine (two strings to
her bow): if she could not secure 2 husband
by the practice of the divine virtue, she
might possibly nccomplish her object through
the instrumentality of the healing art,  Amma
Maria was now turned thirty-tive—an age at
which even a presentable M. D, is not un-
acceptable.

« But, dear me” she crivd, addressing Brs,
Pincher Martin. whilst walking towards the
opened window. = what can keep Theobald
Frederickand Tom so long 7

At the same woment, the carriage drove to
the door, amd incher, from without, having
whistled to attraet attention, desived them all
to vome down directly, and Miss DBlatherwetl
scampered playfully away, followed by the
others, Colonel Bluke and Kate could over-
hear the gentlemen telling the ladies all that
had occurred hefore they cutered the earriage,
and the concluding remark of Anna Marin—
“ [ would teach such proud bezgars better
manners "—vas distinetly audiblc.

CHAPTER IX.

Mirr, said the Colonel, axthey sat together
after dinner that same day, #vome decisive
step must must be taken. I'm now fairly
driven to the wall,  The fact is, I would
sooner sell the estate than lead the life T do.
subject to the impertinence and insuit of enery
upstart fellow who may have the power to an-
noy me.”

Mike started on the chair, and looked in-
credulously at his companion as he alluded to
the sale of his property, the probalility of such
an ¢vent having never before oceured to his
mind.

« Maurice, Maurice,” he answered, ©you
couldn’t think of such a thing. Sell the
estnte, and not leave a drop of the Blakes
blood in Dunseverick Castle! Why, your
ancestors would rise from their graves to
haunt you!" and his ¢yss filled with tears.

« Heaven knows what bitter anguish sucha
step will cost me! I did not know myself
until I formed ny determination what a pang
it would inflict. Bnt what can I do? If I
don't sell, it will be sold for me.”

& The estate is good sccurity for three times
what it owes, and it will lic easy to borrow
the money and pay Tincher off)” rejoined
Mike.

“And transfer me to anotlier, and perhaps
more exacting master. By selling, I shall at
least be independent ; the surpius will be my
own. It isa sorrowful thing no doubt, to see
an old and bonored fumily uprooted, and if ex-
travagance or dissipation had led to my cm-
barrassments, I should feel the blow with
double force; but I can lay my hand on my
heavt and honestly declare that law—law, in
which Iwasinvolved from no fault of my own
~—is the sole cause of my misfortunes.”

“Yes, yes,” interupted Mike, « that infernal
Clipper, and that unlucky Pepper, and that
d d expensive humbug they call equity.”

“0On the day,” continued the Colonel, un-
mindful of the interruption, Lis lips quivering
with emotion—*on the day that I am driven
forth by law from the home of my fathers T
can at least vaise my eyes without sliame to
their portraits as I remove them {rom their
desecrated halls, and truly say the fanlt is not
mine.” ’

% Maurice,” agein interrupted Mike, ¢ T can't

stand this. I cannot bear to see you so. I
sold my own estate, but what of that 7 1t was
but a branch of the old tree, an offsct from the
parent trunk. Would to Heaven 1 hiad it to
sell new, that T might relieve vou. T never
felt the full extent of my misconduct, I never
regretted the past, until I saw you in trouble,
I am but a single man—what maiter what be-
comes of me? but to see you, the head of my
house, and that sweet, sweot child, that
should inherit after youn.”

_%Aye,” sald the Colonel, « that it is whick,
lies heaviest on my heart. My nexlect, orat
least iny attorney's, for which I am moraiiy re-
spousible, has robbed her; and it is to guard
against the possibility of further professional
plunder, and principally to protect her inter-
ests, that I have determined to selly and so
secure & certainty which no law can deprive
her of. What clse can Ido? I have borne
insult, degradation, imprisonment; and no
e_ﬂ‘ort that I can make, short of selling, sccms
likely to avrest their repetition. My only
course is to realizs, while yet within my
power, a competence for Kate, and then to re-
tu'_e from this world, and endeavor to meake
suitable preparation for g bettor.”

“Come, come, Maurice,” mnid Mike, ¢“no
more of this despondency.  You will laugh at
all this yet. Don't you do anything until It

try my hand and see if I can procure the
Ioney from some proper person.” C

he first |.

- tablishment was required to. addvess the |,

Hear Kate's smiling face a
window: She tapped,gand jo}-g‘fx}‘eﬂikﬁ ﬂl‘e
gantlemen to nccompany her in ®walk the
. “Heaven Dless you, my swesh ung
hearted. girl I’ muttered the Calonel, o b
yoso from his seat to comply.with her re.
Qpest. .

' "Mz Pincher Ma.rt_m lost 0o dime in puttiy,
'his threats into exccution. Before 4 Wwoek
slapsed, » formpal demand was.made for utl

amount of the mortgage, accompanied b-e
notification that if the money remnined yy 31_1;
after tem days he should proceed by biIIf o
foreclosure, of
Mike, who had now becomequite 5 Inag

' . L ¢ of
‘business, at once proceeded 0.Dublin, and iy
‘the next post after his arrival transmitteq the
_¢heering intelligence that Pepper assured hix;{
“there could beno difficulty, in getting {1,
‘sumrequired ; in fact he hadno doubt tt?at h:
.could have it that very evening hag he only
‘the time to call upon the proper parties.”

Mr. Pepper, it may be remarked, never felt o,
dificulty about anything hs undertol, -11'
though if, unfortunately for. his clients, 4.
1most invariably turned eut. that his cxpf’:c;a.
tions werc not realized. Mike dineg witl,
him, and passed a merry.night, for he ayri;.
pated the joy wlach his.Jetter would (g,
amongst his friends at Dunseverick. \(\:
meming he waited on. Pepper Ly ppoint
ment. Some of the porsonsthey called yyy,
were from home, and others 0 occupied tlm:
they could not receive them, and so thyt day
passed ; and on the succeeding onc the disyy.
pointments were repeated. At lengt)
Pepper wrote to a friend imthe couniry (hi;
trump card), and was.informed as quickly gy
a communication vonld reach hiwin retupy
“that’s what T eall narogular ofi-hand, honest
fellow.  Now, all that retains to be done is
to stop proceedings and deaw up the depds
There are but four of the ten days uncxpimi:
Let's go to Sharp's offics, and show him 11y,
wo reqquire no raore thaa time to prepare ouy
papers. A greatrascal ke ix, no doult, bt I,
will searcely venture o do anything unier
such civcumsiances.”

Mr. Sharp; however, soon undeceived {hey,
“His instructions. weee peremptory. and I,
must obey them.  IEthe money were nae wyj,}
within the. specified time the bill shaa i
filed.™

“ No making a hanrd of the sanctimonions
scoundrel,” said Lepper. as they walked avgy,
“It's net possible te have deeds prepared =,
quickly, and if the bill be filed the expenses
will be-heavy.  You must at once stare for
tome, call nponr the judge, he is Vinchers
master, and is just now staving with Liw:
take this letter—he knows the writer, nad wil
sce that the money is forthcoming—usk Lis
uterference as a favor, be sweet upunthe olid
hubug, and you might lead Lim to inger ™
[with a wink] «that although the Dunsever-
tek inferest isagainst him this time it mav be
for him thenext. e is a soapy Sllow, wud
if you lay on thick you may possibly save
Loth the expenses and exposure,”

Mikerose cheery asa lark on the moning
after his arrival at the Castle, and communi-
cated his vivacity to the friends. who sorelr
missed his hearty, good-natured lunel durine
his absence. His horse was ordered, and after
an early breakfast he set out, without ac-
quaintingany one with his destination or pmr-
pose, to call uponJudge Blatherwell,  Heing
of o sanguine temperament, Mike, when e
dexired success, always set swcecess down as
certain; and not deubting the felicitous issne
of his present undertakizg, he Lumned
snatches of hunting sonzs as he troteed
smartly towards (astlemore.

The judge received him in the library,
seated in an armn-chair, and enveloped in o
rich but sembre-colored dressing-gown. e
continued attentively pernsing a small-sizel
Bible which hie lield in his hand uninter
rupted by the entrauce of the servant, wuit
Mr. Blake's name was announced : then i
raised his eyes, smiled Lenignly, bowed gru-
ciously, and reqitested his visitor to sit down.
Having performed all that politeness de-
manded, he laid the open book on the table
50 that its cacred character might be easily
recognized, cautiously romoved the blue ril-
Lon-marker to thie page whkich he had been
reading, then closed and grasped his treasire,
as though he dreaded its abduction, and raixed
his eyes to the ceiling as he clagped it to hix
breast.  Again he smiled blandly, bowed even
more graciously than before,and then re-
mained silent. It bappened to be the hour
(after the morning meal, and before the com-
mencement of his dinrnal duties) which the
worthy judge devoted to private meditation,
and the precise time when he wished to se
and be scen, becanse he was then always well
made up for the part he assumed. and prepated
to cnact the character of a devoted (hristian
to perfection.

Pinclier, who was in the room, continued
writiug at anotlier table, and did not appearto
notice anything passing around him.

Mike was charmed with his reception, and
as he looked on the placid, beaevelent coun-
tenance of the judge he regarded his object as
almost accomplished.  And, then, how for-
tunate to find the person at whose hands he
sought a favor actually pondering over the
sacred volume which inculcated brotherly
love and Christien forbearance. Had his
knowledge of physiognomy been more pro-
found, he might have marked tke unretenting
expression of the clear, cold, blue eve and
the smile of suppressed triumph whick saf
upon the sneering lip, but partially concealed
by the catlike gentleness with which the
vindictive man contemplated the victim now
fairly within his clutches.

After some desultory remarke, the envey
entered on the subject of his mission withent
the slightest embarrassment.

“Colonel Blake Leing, as you are aware, in
delicate health, and unable to call upon you
Judge Blatherwell, has deputed me to spak
to you concerning the mortgnge held by Nr.
Pincher Martin on tbw Dunseverick estates”
[The Baron bowed.] # e is much surprised
to find that such decisive st6ps are about to be
taken, and hopes that you, as the uncle and
trustee of My, Martin, will kindly exert your
influence to procure 1 short delny in the pro-
ceedings.

%1 should have felt a dificulty in addressing
myself to Mr. Martin, on account of some un-

fortunate circumstances which have rceently
occurred, in whick, I am willing to admit, 1
oty have been to blame, and for which I am
prepared to make a suitable apology.” (He
turned to where Pincher sat to sec the ctlect
produced by such unconditional submission:
he caught the full expression of his fuce, and
was startled by its malignity.]

The judge hemmed, and was proceeding to
reply, when Milke interrupted him.

« I beg to say that all we require is n delay
sufficient to enable us to have the deeds reas
signing the mortgago drawn up, for tho money
is ready.” .

«If that were ell,” said the judge, with the
most charming blandnesy, I am sure M
Martin would not hesitate to agree to your
request, and certainly T should advise him to
grant it. But then, Mr. Blake, money 1§
alwnys said to be ready on such occnsions
until the moment it is required, aud then any
one ncquainted with such matters knows Jiow
frequent the disappointments are, and ho_w
futile aro the expectations of those who make
the ‘most confident promises. I beg you 10
believe that I don’t allude to this particular

instance, for what you say may turn out to bo




