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Nothmv is s0 stnluno in the ]etters as the unforced yet ele\ '1ted-

beautv of the lanuao'e, in descrlptxon of things that are even the
most familiar,

tion of them. e
“ The hand-wntmrr of Ariosto is a small, ﬁrm, and pointed cha-
racter, expressing, as I should say, a'strong and keen, but circum-
scribed energy of mind ; that of Tasso is lérgc; free, and flowing, ex-
vopt that there is a checked expression in the midst of its flow,
which brings the letters into a smaller compass than one expected
from the beginning of the word.  Itis the spmbol of an intense and
earnest mind, e‘ccedmn‘ at times its own deth, and admonished to
return by the chillness of the waters of oblivion striking upon its ad-
venturous feet.”

Inone of the palaces of Bologna he saw a picture by Guido, of
Samson drinking water out of an ass’s jaw bone in the midst of the
staughtered Philistines, and his account of it in a few words is ex-
quisitely complete. : '

“ The figure of Samson stands in strong relief in the foreground,
coloured, as it were, in the hues of human life, and full of strength
and clegance. Reund him lie the Philistines in all the attisudes
of death.  One prove, with the slight convulsion of pain just pass-
ing from his forchend, whilst on his lips and chin death lies as hea-
vy as sleep.  Another leaning on his arm, with his hand, whitesand
motionless, hanging out beyond. In the distance, more dead bo-
dies; -and, still further beyend, the blue sea and the blue moun-
tains, and one white and tranquil sail.” ‘

So with another 'of the works of Guido, a Madonna Lattante.

% She is leaning over her child. and-the maternal feclings with

which she is pervaded are shadowed forth on her soft and rreutle'

countenance, and in her simple and affectionate gestures—there is
what an unfecling observer would call a dullness in the expression
of ler face; her eyesare almost closed; her lips depressed ; there
is a serious, and even a heavy relaxation, as it were,- of all the mus-
cles which are called into action by ordinary cmotions; but it is
ouly as if the spirit of love, almost insupportable from its intensity,
were brooding over and weighing down the sonl.”

Nor can we résist, while referring to subjects of this kind, from
quoting a portion of a noble criticism on the Niobe in the Floren-
tine Gallery. We need not remind the reader that the immortal
‘sculpture is the figure of a mother in the act of sheltering, from
some divine and inevitable peril, the last, as we may imagine, of her
surving children. Having given the details of the statue, with a
most subtle fulmg for the poetic harmony ot its art, Shelley thus
proceeds:

“ There is embodled a sense of the mcvxtable and r'\pxd destiny
which is consumnating around her, as if it were already over. It
seems as if despair and_beauty. had. combmed, and produced notlung
Lut the sublimity of grief. As the motions of the form expressed
the instinctive sense of the possibility of protecting her child, and
1he accustomed and ‘affectionate assurance that she would find an

. - - - . L. = '
.asylum within her arms, so reason and imagination speak in the

countenance the certainty that no mortal defence is of avail. There

is no terror in the countenance, only grief—dcep, remediless. grief.

There is no anger :—of what avail is indignation against what is

kuown to be omnipotent? There is no selfish shrinking from per-
sonal pain—therc isno panic at supernatural agency—there is no
adverting to berself as herself; the calamity is mightier than to
leave scope for sueh emotions.

« Every thing is swallowed up in sorrow ; she is all tears; her
countenance, in assured expectation of thearrow piereing its last
“setim in her embrace, is fixed on her omnipotent enemy. - The pa-
thetic beauty of the expression of her tender, and inexhaustible and
unquenchable despair, is beyond the effect of any other sculpture.
As soon as the arrow shall pierce her last tie upon earth, the fable
that she was turned into stone, or dissolved into a fountain of tears,
will be but a feeble emblem of the sadness of hopelessness, in which
the few and evil'years of her remaiiing life, we feel, must flow

- away."” _ ‘

Sece this reference to the immortal Dante. -

« I1is very words are instinet with spirit; each is as a spark a
burning atom of inextinguishable thought; and many yet lie co-
vered in the ashes of their birth, and pregnant with alightning which
has yet found no conductor. All high poetry is infinite; ¢ is as
the first acorn which contained all ocaks potentiaily.
may be undrawn, and the inmost naked beauty of the meaning ne-
ver exposed. A great poemis a fountain for ever flowing with the
waters of wisdom and dclight; and after one person and one age
has exbausted all its divine eflluence which their peculiar rela-
tinzs enable them to share, dnother and yet another succeeds, and
new relations are ever developed, the source of an unforeseen and
unconceived delight.”

Veil after veil

DOMESTIC ECONOMY OF ICELANDERS.

Though so great a part of the year would seem from its incle-
mency to preclude labour, the winter is, perhaps, the period of
greatest activity, and thesc tenants of the frigid zone can scarcely
boast of

Their long nights of revelry and ease.

In summer, the fatigue of mowing, and carrying home the hay
is comparatively light, and is rather “a time of inerry-making than
of labour ; but in winter each member of the family has his ap-

He saw the works of Ariosto and Tasso, written
with their own hands, in the library at Ferara, and makes thismen-.

pointed share of business, to which he 'app].ies in earnest till the re-

turn of snmmerr - It-isusual for onc individual to: be sent out to
the coast, and there engage himsclf to serve ina fishing boat forthe
season,. . Aunother lhas the care of the cattle allotted to-him; the
making of horse-shocs and-other smith’s work employs a third ; and
the remainder of the family ofs both sexes employ- themselves in
making nets, and knitting their clothes.

In:some houses of a better description,.a loom of & rude construc-
tion serves to supply the natives with n kind of native cloth called
Wadmal, which is used for trousers and petticoats; but the knit-
ting of frocks and coatse stuekings for cxportation, as well as their
own use, is 2 more general occupatson than weaving.. The clothes
are not dyed until they are completed, and then undergo the ope-
ration by beliig wrapped up with indigo and logwood scattered in
the folds,and in that state boiled till they have acquired the desired
depth of colour, which is mostly a black hiue. The making of ropes,
by the tedious process of plaiting the'wool by hand, also takes up
no inconsiderable part of their time, as well as the providing them-
sclves with sandals, which being of raw hide last but a very short
time. .

Huddled together in a small apartment, usually the loft, without
stove or any warmth but that arising from the confined atmosphere,
and the packing of twelve or fifteen persons in a place of just suffi-
cient capacity to contain their bulk, the family continue their la-

‘bour, till a late hour.in the night, often till two and three in the

morning, enlivened by listening to one’ of the party who chants some
Saga out of a book by the light of a dim seal-oil lamp. At times
the monotony of the single voice is relieved by ahymn, the kind of

‘music most relished by the Icelanders, in which the whole family

join. ' Oceasionally they indulge in instrumental music, 2nd the
Longspeil is taken down from the wall'to serve as an accompnm-
ment to their mournful ditties. '

This is the only musical instrument known among them, nud is
by no means calculated to enliven their spirits; indeed, if its gloomy
tones are capable of producing,miy effect, I should say that it was
that of instilling a black meluncholy into themind.  In form it isa
mere oblong tapering box, about two feet long and three inches
wide, terminating somewhat like the head of a fiddle, and played
upon with a violinbow. When in use it is laid upon a table, and
the forefinger is applied only to the outer one of its three steel wires;
and were it not for this difference it would give one the idea of a
guitar in a rapid state of decline. —From ¢ A° Winter in Iceland and
Lapland,’ by Hon. A. Dillon.
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Mrciavics' Instirore.—Mr. A McKmlny lectured on Elec-
tricity last Wednesday evening, to'a crowded audience. Nume-
rous experiments were exhibited. The subject will be contmucd
next Wednesday cvening, by the same lecturer,

LiteraryY a¥p Sciexmiric . Socirty.-—~The subject of discussion
last Monday evening, was, Isa transgression of the laws of morali-
ty excusable under any circumstunces for political purposes.—
Decided inthe negative. Subject for next Monday evening,—Has
party spirit beneficial tendencies.

We have this week made copious extracts, from English periodi-
cals, which are indicative of the current literature. William
Howitt’s « Visits to Remarkable Places” scems one of the most at-
tractive of late publications. It bringsimagination, peetic fecling,

| and literary recollections, to embellish matters of fact, very delight-

fully. What romantic ground must many parts of England be, to
those who are versed in its history and literature, and who have
susceptibilities for some of the finest emotions of the mind.

Nrws or tvE Wees.—The British Queen steamship arﬁvcd
at New York on the 19th inst.,—Dbringing London dates to F eb-
ruary 29.

Nothing of interest appears from England,—The I'rench Mi-
nistry had been defeated in the Chamber of Deputies, and had re-
signed in consequence. Some dllﬁculty is said to be experienced in
forming a new cabinet.—The Queen Regent of Spain, accompanied
by the young Queen, Isabella 11., opened the session of the newly-
clected Cortes on the 18th Feb.  The speech adverted to the Pro-
vinees which still remained unsettled, and to several other topies of
intercst to the kingdom.—Many apprehensions seem to exist, re-
specting the intrigucs of Russia against the power of Great Britain,

The Provincial politics of the week have been interesting,  Ap-
pointments to seats in the Legislative Counecil, have been made, as
follows : M. G. Black,—M. Tebin, junr.,—J. L. Starr, Esqrs. of
Halifex,—Dr. Bond, of Yarmouth,—P. DeCarteret, Esq., Ari-
chat,—and D. MecFarlane, Esq., Wallace. Mr. Black deelined
the honovr,—Mr, Tobin and Mr. Starr took the oaths and their
seats; the other gentlemen are in the country. Alex. Stewart,
Esq., now in England, is appointed to the Executive Council.

On Tuesday the Iouse of Assembly passed a scries of resolu-
tions respecting the Civil List Bill,—which was lost in the Coun-

‘Gregor, Samuel Gray, Secretarics.

cil,—and a resolution against the npriI)Unexlt of Mr. Stewart to
the Executive Council. -

On Wednesday the Assembly passed an Addrcss to her Majesty,
complaining of the policy of the Licut. Governor, and praying for
his removal.

On Friday his Exccllency came down in state, and closed the
legislative session, by proroguing the branches. '

Hicurnaxn Soctery.-~The Annual Meeting of the Iliglland So-
cicty of Nova Scotia, was held on'Saturday evening, Wiltiam
Young, Esq. Prisident of the Society, in the chair. A Report of
the proceedings of the last year, and a humber of letters from cor-
respondents in B‘rimi‘n, were read, and ordered to be printed.
The Society agreed to appropriate £50 for the importation of
school books; &e. to be disposed of under the direction of the com-
mittee. - The follmvmg gentlemen were appointed oﬂlce beurens for
the ensuing year :— ’ '

James MeNub, Esq. President. Charles W. Wallace, James
T. Gray, Alex. Primrose, the Right Rev. the Bishop of Tanen,
Roderiek C. MeDonald, Esqrs, Vice Presidents. W, Young, G.
R. Young, Alex. Keith, Wm. Gossxp, Rev. John Martin, Ar-
chibald McDonald, Joln Williamson, John Munrg, and Hugh
DMunro, Directors. Charles W. Wallace, Treasurer. .Tolm DMe-
Rev. James Mackintosh,
Chapluin. ,

A large number of new members were ndmxtted into the Soci-
ety. A votc of thanks was passed to W, Youug, and R. Me-
Donald, Esqrs. for their exertions in forw nrdmg the ochcts of the
Society.

Gas Licnr axp Warer Comeaxy. —-An adjourned Meet-
ing of above Company was held at ithe Exchange Coflec House on
lhmsday morning at 12 o'clack, but owing to; the whole amount.
of Stock not being taken up, it was RLsolwd thit o Prausrorml
Committee should be appointed to call upon all'such parties as were
desirous of becoming Stoekholders iu the samne, and to report
thercon at the next General Meeting,

MARRIED. .

On Wednesday last, by the Rev. My, Marshall, M, Albut Lau.
rilliard, to Mary Qsborn, both of Halifax.

On the 10th inst. by the Rev. Hobert Blackwood, Mr. John
Goodwin of Lower Stewiacke, o Miss Iisther Benton,. of Middle
Stewincke.——On the same day by the same, Stephen G. Pol-
lock, Esq. to Miss Lydia Campbell, of Stewiacke.

At Chester, by the Rev. Dr. Shreeve, Mr. Walter 1’c1rl to T\Ilss
Ann Matllda. Chureh, of Tahcook Island. .

i DIED. [
At 27 Pitt-street, Edinburgh, on 28th Jan. Mrs. Isaballa
Sinelair, wife *of Thomas Cochran Hume, Esq. and.iscaond

d’lughter of the late William Sinclair, Esq. of Freswick.
unfri

D thc 14th J'an
R v Alemnder,

At the Catbolic.Chapel House, :
in the 80th year of his age, the TFon. and I

“McDonell, Bishop of: K’mgqton, U. C.- Lt
On Tuesday morning,” Mr. Edward 43 ~years. .
At Londondcrrv, on Sunday evening the 2 22 L in the 33d

year of her agé, after a fow. ‘days 11]ness, Agit®Spencer, wife®
of Capt.. Sdmuel /Davison, Jeaving a hushand and four children -
to lament the losé of an  affectionate wife kind purent and a large *
cirelé of friends and relatives to mourn the loss of onc beloved and
respected by all her acquaintance.

)

NEW BOOK STORE.
NO. 88 & 89, GR;}NV[LLE STREET.

IIE Subseriber has just received, and offers for Sale as above,
cheap for Cash or approved eredit :

Dilworth’s, Fenning's, Carpenter’s, and other Spelling Books,
Murray’s and Lennie’s Grammar,
Pot, Fuolscap, Demy, and Post Papers,
Red, Black, and Blue Writing Inks,
l’rmtmn— Ink in cannisters of § and 16 1bs.’
Coloured and Deiny Prmtnw Taper,
Scott's Poems,
Keith on the Use of the Globes,
Bibles and Prayer. Books, hundsomely Lound in Moroceo, :
Very cheap School Bools; with plates—and ’lcstnments,

Murray’s Introduction ‘and Saquel,

Campbell's Rhetoric—DBlair's: Leetures, |

Jolinston’s and ‘Walker's Dictionaries,

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,

Do. with notes, .

A large collection of hnndsomel; bound Mmccllmcons W orLs,
Steel slip Pens,

Indian Rubber and patent, regulntmrr Spring Pens,

Toy Books—a great varicty,

Pope’s [omer, and Cowper's Poens,

Paints and Paint Boxes,

Camnel Hair Pencils,

Lead Pencils, and Indian Rubber,

Sealing Wax and Wafers, and Wafer Stamps,

Wafer Seals, with mottos and names,

Copy Books, Memorandum Books, Ledgers, ‘Blotters, &c.
Slutes and Slate Pencils.

Orders from the country thankfully received and punctually at-
tended to. A liberal reduction made from the retail prices to per
sons sending orders to the extent of £5 5 and also a discount

all Cash purchases.
"GODFREY.

ARTHUR W.
February 22.

.JUST PUBLISHED.
« Tpg Lerrer Bac or tnr Guriar WesTERy,”
And for sale at the Bookstore of
ARTHUR W. GODFREY..



