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' THE DEAD.
(From an Irish taper )
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Name them not dead~the falthfil whom
Geeen earth closed lately o'er ;
Nor search within the silent tomb
For those who ** die no more.'*
The colo earth hides them fromn our love,
Bat not fromn His who pleads abuve. -

They passed. as al) must pass, the deep
Deead portals of the grave ;
But not in dull decay they sleep
Whom Jesus died to save.
To mortal eye thelr path is dim ¢
But ‘tls enough—they rest in Him.

We saw the momentary cloud,
The pale eclipse of mind,
From carthly sight that came to shroud
‘The deathless ray hehind ¢
A moment more, the shade is gone,
Tha sun, the spisit, burneth on.

To die ! tis but to pass, all free,
From Death’s dominion here,—
To burst the bonds of earth, and flee
From every mortatl fear, -
To plunge within that golf untiled,
And stand beyond it glorified.

Thou weep'st—perchance they weep for thee,
I heavenly tear cun flow,
To think of all the i}l that be
In this sad world below.
Oh § ot for all its clinves contaln
Would they return to earth again.

Yet weep, for earth's a vale of care,
Aud they who mourn are blest,
I he who hears the mourner’s prayee
Send comfort to the breast
17 hallowed hope break through the gloom,
Earth hath no teacher like the tomb.
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R TRINITY.

Tux Gosrgr,— (St. Luke xviii. 9— 14).—
When the spirit of praphecy ceased after the time
of Malachi, many sects sprung up in the Jewish
Church. Of these, the Pharisees were the most
pumercus., Originating about three hundred years
beforo Christ, they obtained under the Asmonean
princes considerable power, and were entrusted
with the priesthood and other high offices of state;
whilé the favour and affiction of the people were
conciliated to them, by their supposed piety, learn-
ing, and self-austerities. ‘The Pharisces maintained
a belief in a resurrection, ange), and spirit, and all
the realitics of an unsecu world.  The chief source
of the errors of their crecd was the assestion of
a traditional law, given to Moses on the Mount,
and delivercd by him to Anron, then to Ithamar
and Eleazar, his sous, then to the seveuty elders,
and, lastly, to all the people ;. aud the making this
uncestain traditional law to be of equal authority

___with the written law. _‘I'hese opinions, which.

caused but little injury to the belief of the first
founders of the scct, became to their followers in
the third and fourth generation a fruitful source of
ertor in doctriue, aud of profligacy in practice.~—
They began to loose sight of the spiritual intespre-
tation of the law ; and to substitute for the obe-
dience a round of external ceremounies. Long
prayers were made a pretext for oppression ; hy-
poctisy became a cloak for crime ; and, under an
affectation of superior piety, was concealed a life
of irreligion, immornlity, and vice.  Self-righteous-
uess induced a epirit of pride, which causcd them
to despise others,  The publicans, whose office it
was to collect the rvevenues fur the Rowmane (and
who were thamselves froquently Gentiler), were
peculiarly the objects of their aversion and con-
tewpt.  Our blessed Lord, therefore, purposed by
this parable to administer a severe reproof to the
pride and sell-rightcousness of the Pharisce, to re-
commend the virtue of huwility, and to prove, that
not the length, or publicity, or place of prayer, but
the sincerity of heart and humble carncstucss of
mind wanifested in the worshipper, was accepted
in the sight of God.  Sclf: rightevusness is the most
common, and yet the most dangerous error into
which wmen can full.  The whole tendeney of the
Gospel is calculated to destroy this most fatal de-
ception, and to bring every thought into ohedience
to the will of Christ, and to cause every hope of

- salvation to be placed in humble dependence upon
the merits of christ.

P L imsmmaee ege s o

ON CONFIRMATION.
(From the lIrish Ecclesiastical Guazctte.)

In consequence of the pereecution which ful-
lowed the martyrdom of St. Stephen, recorded
Acts, viii,, the disciples * wepe scattered abroad,
and went
Among others, Philip the Deacon preached in
Samaria. * Now, when the Apostles ahich were
at Jorusalem heard thut Samaria had received the
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John,
who, when they were come down, prayed that they
might receive the lloly Ghost. For as yet le
was fallen upon noue of theni: only they were
baptiscd in the nnme of the Lord Jesus.
laid they their hands on them, and they receiv-
ed the Holy Ghost.”  ‘The citcumstances attend-
jng this catliest recorded iustance of the admi-
nistration of thut ordinance whith we call Coufir-
mation age so minutely detailed, that it may be well
1o examine the particulnrs of the account, and to
make some rcwarks naturally suggested by the
nareative.

It does not appear that the Christian Church as
yet existed anywhere in ite due form, except at
Jerusalem. ‘There the Apostles resided together
with the clders aud deacons, with whow tbey coun-

everywhere preaching the word.” !

Theo

sulted concerning th
| sending out different persons from their own body
' for the work of the ministry, as alvo respecting the
numerous questions which arose fiom time to time
during the course of their labours. When, there-
fore, they heard that Sginaria had received the
Word of God—that is, that the people of Samaria
‘had repented, believed, and been baptized—th>
exact order, be it obserocd, which we read in the
Scripture us having been always observed on the
admission of converts into the primitive Church—
no question seems to have atisen as to what ought
next to be done. As a matter of course, it appears,

Apostolical Order.
sent to discharge this duty, without any previous
consultation concerning its expediency, or quertion
as to its Decessity, it may be faitly inferred that
the order and discipline of the Chuich wese already
settled ae to this matter; and that coufiemation by
the imposition of apostolical hande was appointed
by Cheist's inspired servants to succeed segulurly
to the sacrament of baptism. All this may faitly
be inferred from the passage under coneideration ;
and such a conclusion, as will presently appewr, is
abundantly coufirmed by other parts of Holy Scrip-
ture.

The next paseage to be adduced in support of
the assertion, that Confirmation was a solem ordi-
nance instituted by the Apostles, occurs in the
Epistles to the Ilebrews. St. Panl, in the 5th
chapter, proceeds to unfold the mysteries of the
new covenant, and he dwells on the fact that they
to whoin he wrote were * dull of hearing.” lle
states that they required again to be taught “which
be the first principles of the oracles of God ;'* and
that they had siced of milk, and not of strong meat,
as being * unskilful in the word of righteousness.”
e then goes on, in the 1st verse of the 6th chap-
ter, to enumerate the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, which he takes occasion to do when exhort-
ing them to * go.on unto perfection.” * There-
fore,” he writes, *lcaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, lct us go on unto pesfection;
not laying again the foundation of repeuntat:ce from
dead works, and of fuithtowards Gad, of the doc-
trine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and
of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg-
ment.”  Where St. PPaul enunmerates, in the order
noticed above——repentance fiest, then fuith, then
baptism, and afier thut * the laying on of hands'—
this being the exact place which confirmation has
invariably occupicd in the economy of the Chuich.
Iwposition of hands, in fact, is here mcentioned as
one of the rudiments of seligion, necessary for all
persons of the Clristian nawme; but this can be
said of noue of those rites in which that ceremony
was usually employed, with the exception of Con-
frmation alone.  For example, it cannot signify
the laying on of hands in ordination, for thea it
could never have been placed emong the first
elements of instruction proper 10 those who were
* unskilful in the word of righteousness ;** to whom
alone, as we have seen, the Apostles refer these
words. To which may be added the fact, that
from the esslicat times.one of the titles peculinrly
appropriated to this ordinance was yeoleoa,
“ the laying on of hands.””  From this passage in
the Epistles to llebrews, it also appears that this
rite was designed to be perpetually observed inthe
| Church, and not meant to perish with the Apos-
i tles who instituted it.  Being one of the rudiments
; and first principles of our holy religion, it may no

more cease than repentance,. fuith, baptism, or
| any of those necessary doctrines with which it is
| classed by St. Paul.  But the Apostle’s meaning
is best cxpluined by his own example, as recorded
in Acts, xix.: * Paul having passed through the
upper coasts, came to Ephesus ; and finding certain
disciples, he said unto them, —lave ye reccived
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?*  Finding,
from their seply, how imperfectly instructed
they were in the fiest principles of the Christian
faith, he proc:eded to communicate to. them
what was nccessary; aud the course which be pur-
sued, when compared with his general teaching
in the Epistle to the Icbrews, is quite decisive.
He waid, *Johu verily baptised with the baptism
of repentance, snying unto the people that they
should beliece on himn which should come after him
—thut is, on Christ Jesus.”"  llere we find, in
order, repentance and faith; aud (as might be
, expected) we next find the necessity of daptism
aud the *laying on of hands™ inculcated, as being
in like manner essential.  “When they henrd this,
they were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.
And when Paul kad luid his hands upon them, the

subscquently  wiote to these same persons, he
appears distinctly to allude to this cvent, In
Eph.i. 3, be says: * In whom alse, after that ye
believed, yo were seuled (éoppayiobnyre) with the
loly Spirit of promise.’”” For it should be ob-
sceved here, that the term olpayec, or seal, has
always boen another peculiar title of confirmation.
And to this same rite we may well suppose St.
Paul to have referred, when he writes (2 Cor. i.
21), *Now he which coufitmeth us with you io
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God, who hath
also sealed us.'

This case of the disciples at Ephesus is an in-
| stunce of close connexion iu point of time of the

¢ _[;};)pagalfon of the faith, the

| they sent out Peter and Juhn, two persors of the
Peter and John being thus

Holy Ghost cane upon them.”  When the Apostle |

| sacrament of baptism and the rite of confirmation ;
| which usage, in suitable cases, was Jong observed
i in the Church, and in the case of adults is pecu-
. liarly appropriate.

i From this review, then, of these passages of
, Scripture, it plainly fullows that the laying on of
. hands was the ordivary practice of the Apostles,
i and that it was the next in order to baptism.  Ac-
i cordingly this solemn ordinance has been scrupu-
 Juusly retained from the very first in the Church
of Christ. ‘Lertullian. who wrute within 100 years
afrer the Apostle John, speaks of it as being uni-
versal.
eth imposition of hands, with invocation, and invi-
tation of the Holy Ghost.”—(De Bapt) And
Cingham thus sums up the views of the ancients
respecting the origin of this rite:
of this ceremony is, by all ancient writers, carried
as high as the Apostles, and founded vpon their
example and practice. There are three passages
in Scripture from which they generally deduce it.”
Aud he then enumerutes the three passages which
have been just considered.

The naine given at first to this ceremony wa®
different from its modern title: the whole rite,
which consisted of prayer, unction, imposition of
hands, and the sign of the cross (which in ancient
times was used in every act of religious worship,)
being indifferently called xecpofeoea, the impusition
of hands; ogpay:c, the sign or seal of the Lord
(which has been referred to above); and xpuwoua,
the unction. The modern name more directly in-
dicates the natute of the rite, and, as some sup-
pose, has also foundation in the New Testament.
Thus, when Paul and Barnabas had determined to
visit their brethten in every city where they had
already preached the Word of God, it is said of
Paul (Acts, xv. 41), that he * went through Syria
aud Cilicia(émwarnpi{wr) confirming the Churches."
His design being to advaunce the instruction of
those who had been already convetted and baptised,
aud his time being limited, it is most probable that
his visitation was official, that he acted in his Apos-
tolical character, and thet he confirmed his converts
by iwposition of hdnds,

Before proceeding, however, to further particu-
lars, there are two objections to be noticed.  ‘The
first asserts that the Apostles did not iustitute any
distinct rite, and that the imposition of hands
spoken of by St. Paul was a part of the sacrament
of baptism itself. But this assertion may be briefly
and satisfuctorily set aside, by adducing the care of
those_believers at Samaria,_whowm_Philip_had bap-_
tized, but bad left, as Scripture records, to be c.n-
JSirmed at some other time, and by sowe other min-
ister. The second ohjection to be noticed is much
mote plausible—namely, that the Apostolical prac-
tice of laying on hands was for a totally different
purpose; viz., to confer-the miraculous gifts of the
Spurit, empowering the early Christinns to speak
with new tongues, and to perform those wonders
by which testismeny was originally given to the Di-
vine mission of the first preachers of the Gospel ©
from which it has been inferred, that since those
extraordinary powers have now ceased, the cere-
mony by which they were conveyed has also ceased
to be obligatory. In reply to this argument it may
be observed, that the gift originally bestowed on the
Day of Penticost, and subsequently conveyed by
the act of Apostolic confirmation, was that very
gift of the lloly Ghost which our blessed Lord pro-
wised to his Church, as we read in Acts, i. 4. §.
And we muy also infallibly conclude from loly
Scripture itsclf, that this gift was not confined to
miraculous purposes (which were but a part of its
outward manifesiation), nay, which were, according
to St. Paul, among ite less importact effects, ke
writes, Gal. v. 22, * The fiuit of the Spirit is cha-
rity, oy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meckuess, temperance.”  Again he writes, 1
Cor. xiii., * Though [ speak with the tongue of men
and angels, and have not chatity, * * *  and,
though 1 have the gift of prophecy, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though 1 have
wll fuith so that I could remove mountains, and have
not charity, I am nothing. * * * *  Charity
never faileth; but tongues, and prophecies, and
knowledge shall fuil.”” Now this description fol.
lows the cxhortation given in the last verse of the
preceding chapter,  Covet carnestly the best gifts,
and yet I show you a more excellent way ;” that,
vatuely, of charity or love and its blessed results,
which are described in the pussage fiom the Epistle
to the Cialatiane quoted above, as the fruits of the
Spitit, and which are the internal, permanent, and
universally necessary operations of the Holy Ghost ;
being all by Scriptural proof dircctly refersible to
that gift which Clirist bequeathed to His Church.

And, moreover, the mivaculvus gifis then poured
forth were inferior to these moral fruits of the Spirit
for other reasons; for St. Paul again tells us,
“ Tongucs are for a sign not to them that believe,
but to them that believe not ;' and besides all
this, extraordinary powers were not conferred on
all believers: * Are oll prophets 2 Are all wor-
: kers of miraclesa? Have all the gift of healing ?
Do all speak with tongues?’' But, on the other
hand, inasmuch as the first principles of the doc-
trine of Christ are nccessary for all, we must con-
clude that all were coufirmed, in our sense of the
term ; which inference every fact in the New Tes-
; tament fully supports. It cavuot therefore be con-

He says:—** After baptism there fullow- |

—* The antiquity
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sidered as any argument against the identity of our
covfirmation with the Apostolic practice of * laying
on of hands,” to say that now-a-days it is no longer
followed by the power of working miracles, or by
the gift of tongues. Such miraculous powers are
uo longer required; their function in the divine
economy censed on the establishment, in her fuil
strength, of the Church of - Christ : they were, as
St. Paul declared, a sign for those who believed
not—not for those who belicve. Nay, more, while
the moral effects of the Spirit abide for ever, for
“ Charity never faileth,” it was expressly stated
from the very firet, ** Whether there be prophecies,
they shall fuil; whether there be tongues, they
! shall ceasc.”  But this, like most of the other ob-
Jections commonly brought against the doctrines of
i the Church, is of very aucient date, and has been
i frequently answered. It was alleged, for example,
j in the days of St.Augustin, (and he found it neces-
| sary to veply to it) on more than ove occasion. In
one place he writes as follows ;:— '

“ In the first age the lloly Ghost fell on them
that believe ; and they spake with tongues which
they had never learned, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. These were signs proper for that time :
for theun it was necessary that the Holy Ghost
should be thus signified in all kinds of tongues, be-
cause the Gospel was to run throughout the whole
world, in all sorts of langusges. But this demon-
stration once made, it ceased. For does any man
now expect to hear them speak with new tongues,
who receive imposition of hands as a means to ob-
tain the Holy Ghost? Or, when we laid hands on
these infants, did any of you wait to see whether -
they could speak with tongues ? And when they
did not speak with.tongues, was any one so petverse
in heart as to say they have not received the Holy
Ghost ?  For if they had received it, they would
have spoken with tungues as was done heretofore.
If, therefore, there be no such miracles now to tes-
tify the presence of the Spirit, how knows any man
that he bas received the loly Ghost? Let him
ask his own heart. If he loves his brother, the
Spirit of God abideth in hiw.”"—(Auvg. I'ract. VL.,
in 1 Johan.) )

The ancient Church, therefore, as our Churchin
the present day, derives imposition of hauds, for
conveying the gift of the Spirit, from the practice
of the Apostles, though the effects in after dayse
were very different from what they were at the firet,
‘Though men have vot the gift of tongues conferred
upon thein tiow, as in the days of old, yet they nay
_have other graces sufficient_to testify the presence
of the spirit ; and if the absence of niiraculoua gifts
is no argument against the existence of such spiri-
tual graces, as it confessedly is none,—so neither
is it any argument against the retaining the Apos-
tolical practice of the laying vn of hauds.

FORMS OF PRAYER OPPOSED TO
FORMALISTS, |
(From Anderson, on the Lord’s Prayer. )

Ifany of us have been accustomed to undervalue
or dislike prescribed forms of prayer, aa being apt,
in our opinion, to degenerate into coldness or fore
mality, we should remember that we have a form
in the said prayer actually prescribed by our Lord

limself'; and we should consider, therefore, whe-
ther the coldness and formality, of which we com-
plain, may not be owing entirely to our own want
of affection in spiritual things. For if we are nl-
ways desiving variety in prayer, what is it but the
want of a epiritual mind that makes this needful P
Iu order that our affections may be lively in that
holy exercise, we find it necessary that they should
be continually stirred up by new expressions;
whercas the soul that is really in earnest in the
thing itself, for iteclf, panting ardently after the

- grace of God, and the pardon of sin, regards not in

what teris utterance shall be given to its petitions,
whether new or old. Nay, though these petitions
may be in the words which have been heard and
uttered a thousand times, yet still they will be pew -
to a spiritual mind. And, surely, the devotion
that continues in lively exercise, while pursuing
this regular and constant path, has more evidence
of sincerity and true vigour in it, than that which
depends upon new notions and new words to move
ity and which cannot, as it were, stir a step without
them.

T'o borrow the language of the good Archbishop
Leighton; * We may well doubt whether that can
be any other than a false flesh of temporsry devo-
tion, which comes only by the power of some move
ing strain of prayer that is altogether new. But
when confession of sin and requests for pardon,
though uttercd in accustomed terms, are found to
carry the heart along with them heavenward, it is
then far more certuin that the Spirit of God dwel-
ling in ve, and the senee of the things themselves,
such as the esteemn of the blood of Christ, and the
favour of God, really move the heart, since there is
no novelty of words to help it” Let us not»rr,
then, in a poius of such importance as this; but let
us rest assured, that when the Holy Spisit teaches
God's people to pray, He exercizes His blessed in-
fluences not s0 much o the understanding as on
the affections.  Let us not suppose, therefore that
‘when He pours upon us the spirit of grace and supe
plication, llis wortk consists, wholly or chicfly, i8
futnishing vew supplies of thoughts and worde}




