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THE GARDEN OF EDEN.
TYQTHYE 1ATE BRIV, JAMES KIbhDy D. .

Tar habitatinn ariginally peovided for man Ly
hiw gravions Centor isin general entiod Para-
dise.  As tathisz terpestial para
Beea ooy theosies formaed in
It has beea placed in ahe thicd
Raaven,in e e of the moon, wm the moon
il in ithe middin region of the ale. shave
the earth, ke the earthy in the pla o pos.
srwmad by the Cacpian e, and onedor b
arctic pole. The foarncd Huetias plaesce it
upon the rivar that it praduced by the eon-
juncton of tw Tiris and Bophrates, naw
ealled the river of the Arabs, between this
conjuncton wel the (bvisian made Ly the
am2 rivar betore it s inta the Persing era,
In thisx by rg thllawead by Welie, whao wrote
the Gongeaphy of Sepiptuea, Other peocra-
phera e Fitin Asmenin, botwesn thie
sonrean ol the Turies the Faphen the
Araxes, and ihe Pagcie, which thee copnese
ta b the oy pivers desesibad Ly Moses,
But concaraing tha exact piasn v o
eersarily ba viere qaessiaing i hdsed it can be
thought at a!l ta exist at presaut. consloring
the many changes witich have tnken place on
the snrlace ol the earth minee the ereation,

“ Learned men” save Meo Mdne, ¢« have
lahoured 1o Gind out the rituation of Paradice,
which «ems to be but a vague and unesrtain
inquiry ; for the Mossie doseription of it will
not Fuit any place on the prezent globe, He
mentions lwa rivers in its vieinity, the Picon
and Gihon, of which no vestige are todse
found; the other twa sUll remain, viz., the
Hiddekel, supposed to be the Tiges, and the
FEuphrates, whose streams unite togather at o
considerable distance abave the Persian
Gulph : in some part of which it is highly
probable the happy garden once lay. Bu
even this wusthe hypothetieal 5 for the flood
must, in sl fikelibood, have derangod the i
vers acginaliv on the earth, This gulph s
eastward hoth of the Jaod of Midian and the
wildernose of Sinai, in one of which placey
Moses wrote his histore.  But sinee the for-
mation of this easth, it has umdarzone great
ehang»s from carthgnakas, inundations, and
many othar causes.  The garden, however,
ncems to have been o peninsala 3 for the way
or entrance inta it is afierwards mentioned.
We ara (old that a ricer went out of it
which, aceording to soms, should he rendered
van on the outside of it, and thus gave it the
Iorm of a horse shoe 3 for had the Enphrates
ran throngh the raiddie of the garden, one
ball of it would have been useless to Adam
without « bridge or hoot wherewith to have
croseed it ‘

The learned authors af the Universal His-
tory, in the aeceount of rarvities natural and
sctificial in Syria, mention a spot which is still
shown as the place where once stood the
gardan of Fden, or terrestial Pavadisé,  And
indead it ix in all vespects w0 beautiful and
vich, and yiells so delightinl a prospeet from
the adjacent hills, that there is hardly anather
place in the world that has o fairer title to
the name it hears.  fts proximity to Damas-
ey, the capital of Seria, near the fountain
head of the Jordan ; ‘its situation hetween the
Tigris or Hiddekal. tha Euphrates, the Phasis
or Phason, the Araxes ar Gihon, which last
haw three names derived from it rapidity
shave al) ather known rivers; its hordering
upon the land of Chus. famed for its fine gold
—~-all these, and many other marks specified
b Moscs, tagether with its charming and sor-

riving froitfulness, and constant verdure,
ve induced a great nuraber of commentators
te settle that celebrated and so much sought
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aftr sport here, and to deem it the most vay
‘w.ble of olf the natural raritics of this counk
fry.

“The Hebrew word which designates this
delightful gpen igrifies o garden inclored vith
A fenee, an incloscd garden.  Gen, i, 8,
« Andd Jehovah plantad agarden eastward in
Fiden 3 eurely not (or the purpore of a mere
Mahommedan paradise, but ax a school of
religions instruetion to our first parents.

From the garlen of Fden we have the true
origin of gacced gardens among the idolaters,
Vs Gody in faiab Ixv. 3, eafleth the apos-
tatz Jews, «a peeple that proveketh me to
anger continually to my face, thai gacrificeth
in gardens ;Y and ehapteri. 29, the prophet
hadd threatenad them, < they shall be asham.
ol of the oaks which ye have choren ;™ and
in [tainh {xvi, 17, are mentioned not only
these idotatrou« gandens, hut wwe find an allu-
sion to (he tree of lile, or rather of knowledge,
hoth of which were placed in the midst of]
the garden of Fden: « They that sanctify
themselves and purily themeelves in the gar-
dens bohind cne tree in the midet, esting
swwine’s flesh, and the abemination, and the
mevve, shail e conrumed together, saith the
Lord.?

The gardens of the Tesperides, of Adonis,
of Flora, were fammous among the Greeks and
Romans,  Mr. Spence, speaking of the 1ast,
rave, “Thig garden of Flora 1 ake to have
heen the Padadise in the Roman mythology ;”
and in a note upon the place, < these tradi-
tions and tiaces of Paradise among the an-
cienfa, must e expected to have grown fain-
ter and fainter, in every translusion from one
people o another.”

The Romans prohably derived their notion
of it from the Greeks, amang whom this ides
seems to have Leen shadowed ont under the
stories of the gardens of Aleinous,  In Afyica
they had the gardens of the Herperides, and
in the Fast thore of Adonis, or the Horti
Adoniw, as Diiny callethem,  The term Horti
Adonidis was used by the ancients to signify
gardenn of pleasure. which anewers very
strangely to the very name of Paradise, or the
garden of Eden, ax Tort Adonis does to the
garden of the lord.

THE MISSIONARY'S GRAVE,
{From Travels and Resesrches in Cuflraria,
phen Kay.}

IMMENIATELY adjoining Albany to the north-
westlics the tract of country latelv allatted tn
the seattered aborigines, within the colony ,—
As this was actually accupied by the Kafiers
up to a very reeent period, it naturally falls
within the range I, in the heginning, mavked
ont 1o my=ell’; and the circomstances of this
nev:ly-extablished setUement render all apolo-
gy for particular notice of it unnecessary.

Several of the natives belonging 1o one of
our stations, having availed themselves of the
avariures of (rovernment, and removed thi-
ther, 1 had occasion repeatedly to visit them,
and to acquaint myself fully with their situa—
tien and prospects; and, as some of the
parties were composed of individuals who had
enjoved the benefit of Chnistian instruction at
different mission stations, whilet the lives of
others had been spent entirely with hoors in
the interior parts of the country, where labour,
and not learning, had constituted their Jot; the
real capabilities of the native, together with
the degree in which religious knowledge pre-
parcs him for usefulness, were here et forth
in the fullest point of view. Surecly no one,
after visiting a settfement Jike this, would cver
againtalk of < firet civilizing, and then evan-
gelizing the harbarian.”

Having to pass through Beaufort, one of
our principal frontier forts, to which the Kaf-
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ly vesort, 1 stopped to preach there. - Witlin
.mile or two of this place, lie the remanina of
the Jate Rev, Mr. Williams, of the London
Misionary 'Sn(:iﬂy; who, ofter labouring
hardin the:vineyard of Ma Lord, for rome.
what more than two yeare, died on the 234 of
August, 1813, Having with me one of the
Christian natives which had lived with him,
witnessed hir death, and assicted at his burial,
[ was enabled to eollect varions particulary
respecting him, which, to my own mind al
least were deeply interesting.

No other Maveionary waa engoged in Kafier-
land when this excellent man commenced his
work ; and the recinded corner which em-
braced hia sphere of action is now no longer
inhabited. Mis grave is distinguished from
several athers by a large pile of stones ; ancof
which, arger than the rest, i placed in an up-
right position at the head, and forms his only
tablet.  This rude mark of distinction, thongh
hearing ne inreription, and therefore unintelli-
gible to the paming traveller, was pointed out
1o me by the old Kaller, with manifest affec-
tion, snd conciderable emotion. He then add-
ed, whilst direeting wmy ettention to other
gravey round about, ¢ Here lies an umfaz,
(woman), who sat under his words; an
there are some of the amakuwinkve (boyr)
whom he taught in the school.” Not many
paces distant was one which appeared to be
comparatively new. < That,” said he, « con-
tains the body of an #afomdi (voung woman)
who was killed by lightning from heaven,
about two years ago.”

From the burial ground he led me to the
tree wnder which Mr. Williams usually
preached to them ; to the Geld he had plough-
ed, prerenting furrows rtill visthle ; and the
garden he had cultivated ; then to the dam he
had formed for the irrigation of his grounds,
and to the precipice whence he had rolled
many a huge mass of rock, with the view of
turning the courge of the river. This was
quite an Herculean scheme ; in prosecuting
which helost one of his fingers : a large stone
one day falling upon him, almost severed it
from the hand. We next proceeded tn the
building designed for a place of worship, and
alro, to the dwelling house ; both which were
but partially completed. < la that eorner,”
said Cota, “our Umfundés expired; and
here did 1 assist in making hig ccflin !

An imaginary view of the circumstance
composing the scene on that secasion, could
not hut deeply affect the mind of a fellow-
Miesionary, while thus standing en the epot
where it tranepired. As alrcady imimated,
this good man had no fellow labeerer, ¢x-
cepung his pinus wife, to aid him by esunsct
or to comfort him amidst ruffering.  Auxious
to finith the roof of hie habitation that his fa.
mily might have a covert from the heat, he
fearlesely expoecd himself to the overpower—
ing rays of a mid—day cun, until nature at
length sunk beneath the burden.  Surrounded
by natives only, who fear even to touch the
dead, his ypartner was therefore obliged to
close the eyes of the comse hereelf; to pre-
pare it for interment § to give directions res-
pecting the form, the making, end the
dimensions of his coffin! This done, with
an infant at her breast, and another by her
side, she followed his earthly remains to the
tomb. Her feclings then, doubtess, were
unutterable : an attempt to describe them
would therefore he folly. She returned to
her half-thatched cottage, whither he sccom-
panies her no wore; to the place where
prayer was wont 1o be made, but he is not
there ; and then to the couch whereon he
Jay, but, alas! he is gone, and gone for ever !
Here, and thus situated, this good woman re-

fers, from the neighbouring hamlets, frequent-

mair.cd under the gracious protection of Him
who ie as a husband to the widow, and a fo~-



