
Seleclions fron Canadian Poets.

The specimens of reimariable poetical ability we
have now before us-in almost every instance
produîced in Canada-must be a source of great
pride and solf-gratulatioi to its people. Few there
are of the pieces li this volume but mnay e ex-
pected to secure and imaintain a permianent place
in poetical literature. They possess so very slight
a inge of the cridity and rougliness that imiglt
natuirally have been expected froim tue prescnt
stage of advancement of .the colony, that a
stranger glancing through these pages would
never imagine thenm to have been produced in a
province of sich coimparatively recent growti.
Coinmparisons are generally odious, but it mcay be
pardonable in this case to declare our opinion
that the selectiois liere given are, as a mle, 01 a
level wili any of the nsiy îmultifatrioius volumes
of a simil'ar aim, that the mother country lies
produced. We do not of course allude to isolat-
ed instances of those .vho have reacied the
very pinnacle of fame. Those great masters of
poesy, the halo of whose genius rests not so
much ulpon thoir couintry as uîpon the world-
upon the age in which they lived , cxcepting
these however, the vigor and originality display-
od in this instaliment of Canadian song, gener-
ally equals, and in some instances surpasses any
of the similar volumes issued fron the eiiglisi
proe and amnply atones for the elight occasional
abscuce of that iigli refinenmient and elaborate
polish so strongly recommended by Borace in his
faiouseplistle, as iiecessary to attain that higlhest
degree of inished elegance, required in a perfect
poen. The higi excellence of the present vol-
umile is the more flattering to Canada, as the
popuilar poetry of a people is generally ackiiow-
ledged to bu the truest index and the fairestex-
ponent of national character and of their degree
of progress in the great omward march of civiliza-
tion. Fron, the time huit blind old Homer, in
bis stiring lays so faithfully pourtraiyed the
domestic habits as well as the more public deeds
of his countrymen, even unto the present day,
the poetry of a. nation will bc foundi the
quichest, and in general the niost correct mode
of arriving at that nation's innler life, and as re-
gards its mental and moral advancement.

No small imieed of praise is due to the gifted
compiler of thse selectiions. le bas succeeded in
a task that no one unless endowed with a strong
natural aptitude and love for the subject ieed
lave atteipted. The labor lie must have had
to go through must have been very consider-
able, and Ile fact of lis aterials liaving hiad to
be gleaîned from the productions of living iwri-
telrs, rendered il s, work callinîg for a remarkable
anmoiint of delicacy and tact.

In his iiitroductory essay, wbich forms a most
fit aud .appropriate proface to the subject malter
of the book-and indeed in lis notes throughoiit,
no one cau accuse him of too great a partiality,
in passing jidgmeint on tlie poetical pieces
lie lias deemîîed worthy of a place in his coliec-
tion --il sorme instances,we think le rather sems
to underrate them. If ire uight be pardoned
the suggestion, it migit have been btter if a
number of selections already publisied by the
dilferentauthois in a collected form, and essiiy
accessible to the public had been omitteld,
and greater proiinence given to some of those
fugitive pieces, of uinquestionable merit so
frequently appearing in the Canadian press, and
the authors of which may not yet have had

time or opportunity given them to display their
powers in such a manner as to give theim fuill
justice. We would not have ventured on this re-
mark, if it hal not been mentioied il the preface
as a special object of the book l to rescue fron
oblivion sone ofthe floating pieces of Canadian
authorship worthy of preservation in a mor
permanet form." Looking over the former nom-
buis of this magazine for example, may be observ -
cd soie very beautiful eefiusions froi the pen of31r.George M artin,thaît w'ould have been well wor-
thy ofa phice, alongside even thebest pocms in
the present volume, and that are in our estimation
decidedly superior to those under the same name
in the selections. We cannot refrain from men-
tioning, that one in last month's niimber, called
" The Change on the Ctawa,"whiîh for deepninîg
feeling, and eloquent powers of description is
unrivalled by nuytiing of a similar style, weo
remeiber having read. We have also reason
to regret thait Ir. Decwart has not deemed fit to
favor us writh more freqiuent opportunluity of ad-
firinig huis oini classio purity of style sud ele-
gace of diction. Ilimy st ill tale somie considera-
ble time, but those who have already laid there
poctical conttribitions before the public ina
collected formu, may feel conidenît tait the in-
creasing literary culture and taste of the Cae-
dian people, w-ill at lenglh gain theim a fitting
tribute of applaise for the genius wihich inspired
and the courage that anfîimated tlen to suelh
worthy pioieerinug in the pleasant thougi ard-
uous patis of literary labor. To enter into any
kind of criticismi on the comparative imerits of
the differeit contributors to the work, is as
foreign to our intention as it w-ould be uujiiust to
the individuals to attempt such a thing with the
limited'imaterial et our coimnîd,--we cau onily
say that nothing would give us greater pleasure
than to become better acquainted with the
worlcs of many if not all of those who have sa
landsomely coie forward to ir. Dewart's as-
sistance to aid him in laying sucil a stepping
stone to the further progress of a national liter-
sture for Canada. In the literature of every
coulntry, poetry bas in most part been the pre-
cursor of prose, and we have reason to hope that
wvith a herald of sucli good taste, such true feel-
ing, and se mnuch patriotic fervoras the present
volume displays, that this is the dlawninug of a
brilliasnt future for Canada, when fresh aud en-
thisiastic minds wvill no longer lie dormant and
rely for intellectual nurture on wliat the old
couniry imay dole out to iem, but will spring up
and by united, though eumulous effort, aspirc to
form a litera ture for themselves vorthy of the land
of which they will become the moving power, and
capable of throwing a refleciing lustre on the
noble country frotm which they originally sprung.
Wle earnestly hope that the Canadian public
wiill welcome this volume as no comimon boon
granted to them as a people, but thut each in-
dividual wvill receive it and treasiire it as an
earnest of the future triumphis of tlie briglt cra
of iwicliwe hopeitmay prove thie advent. In this
matter the uublic have evidently a duty to per-
forn, and if they are lethargic in responding to
the call, they will retard a progress wihich with-
out tiir id, no iere individual effort can
greatly facililate.. If these eclections mecel with
the success they nierit, eitber a considerably eni-
iarged edition, ors secondscries cannotfaitsoon
ho be called for.
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