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‘Phe specimens of remarkable poetical ability we
have now before us—in almost every instance
produced in Canada—~—must be o source of great
pride and self-gratulation to its peaple. Few there
are of the pieces in this volume but may be ex-
pected to secure and maintain o permanent place
ia poetieal literature. They possess so very slight
n tinge of the crudity and ronghness that might
naturally have been expected from the present
stuge of ndvancement of the colony, that a
steanger glancing through these pages would
never imagine them to have been produced in n
provinee ot such comparatively recent growth.
Compnrisons are generally odious, but it may be
pardonable in this case to declare our opinion
that the selections here given are, as a rule, on g
level with any of the many multifarious volumes
of o simil'ar rim, that the mother country has
produced. We do not of courseallude to isolats
ed instances of those ,who have reached the
very pinnacle of fame. Those great masters of
poesy, the halo of whese genius rests not so
much upon ibeir conntry as upon the world —
upon the age in which they lived; excepting
these however, the vigor and originality displuy-
ed in this instalment of Canadinn song, gener-
ally equals, and in some instances surpasses any
of the similar volumes issued from the Knglish
press, and amply atoues for the slight occasional
absence of that high refinement and elaborate
polish so strongly recommended by Horace in his
famous epistle, a3 necessary o attain that highest
degree of finished elegance, required in a perfect
poem.  The high excellence of the present vol-
wme is the more flattering to Canada, ns the
popular poetry of & people is generally acknow-
Jedged to be the truest index and the fairestex-
ponent of national character and of their degree
of progress in the great onward march of civiliza-
tion. From the time that blind old Homer, in
his stiring lnys so fuithbfully pourtrayed the
domestic habits as well as the more public deeds
of his countrymen, even unfo the present day,

- the poetry of & nation will be found; the
guickest, and in general the most correct mode
of arriving at that nation’s inner life, and as re-
gards its mental and moral advancement.

No small meed of praise is due to the gifted
compiler of these selections, He has suceceded in
a tagk that no one unless endowed with a strong
natural aptitnde and love for the subject need
have attempted, The Inbor e must have had
to go. through must have been very consider-
able, and the fuet of his materials having had 1o
be gleaned from the productions of living wris
ters, rendered it & work calling for & remarkable
amount of delicacy and tact.

In his introductory essay, which forms a most
fit and appropriate preface to the subject matier
of the book—nnd indeed in his notes throughout,
no one can accuse him of too great a partiality,
in passing judgment on the poetical pieces
he has deemed worthy of aplace in his collec-
tion j—-in some instances,we think he rather sevms
to underrate them. If we might be pardoned
the suggestion, it might have been betterif a
number of selections already published by the
differentauthors in a collected form, and easily
accessible to the public bad been omitted,
and greater prominence’ given to some of those
fugitive pieces, of unquestionable merit so
frequently appearing in the Canadian press, and
the authors of which may not yet have had

{ime or opportunily given them to display their
powers in_such a manner as to give them full
justice. 'We would not have ventured on this re-
mark, if it had not been mentioned in the preface
as a specinl object of the book * to rescue from
oblivion some of the floating pieces of Cnnadinn
authorship worthy of preservation in a more
permuncent form.” Looking over the former num-
bers of this magazine for example, may be observ-
ed some very beautiful eefTusions from the pen of
Mr.George Martin,that would have been well wor-
thy of n pluce, alongside even thebest poems in
the present volume, and that are in our estimation
decidedly superior to {hoseunder the same name
in the selections. We cannot refrain from men-
tioning, that one in last month’s pumber, called
“#The Change on the Ottawa,” whizh for deepning
fecling, and ecloquent powers of deseription is
unrivalled by anything of n similar style, we
remember having read., \We have also reason
to regret that Mr. Dewart has not deemed fit to
favor us with more frequent opportunity of ad-
miring his own classic purity of style and ele-

. ganee of diction. Itmny siill tnke some considera~

ble time, but those who have already Inid there
poetical contributions before the public ina
collected form, may feel confident that the in-
creasing literary culture and taste of the Cana-
dian people, will at length gain them a fitting
tribute of applause for the genins which inspired
and the cournge that animated them to such
worthy pioneering in the pleasant though ard-
uous paths of literary labor. To enter into any
kind of criticism on the comparative merits of
the different contributors lo the work, is as
foreign to our intention as it would be unjust to
the individuals to attempt such athing with the
limited ‘material at our command,— we ¢an only
say that nothing wonld give us greater pleasure
than lo  become better acquainted with 1he
worles of many if not all of those who have so
handsomely come. forward to Mr. Dewart's as-
sistance 1o aid him in laying sueh a Stepping
stone 1o the further progress of a national liter-
ature for Canada, In the liternture of every
country, poetry has in most part been the pre-
cursor of prose, and we have reason to hope that
with @ herald of such good taste, such true feel-
ing, and so much patriotic fervoras the present
volume displays, that this is the dawning of a
brilliant future for Ganada, when fresh and en-
thusiastic minds will ne longer lie dormant and
rely for intellectual purture on what the old
country may dole out tothem, but will spring up
and by united, though emulous effort, ‘aspire to
form a literature for themselves worthy of the land
of which they will become the moving power, and
capable of throwing a reflecting lustre on the
nable country from which they originally sprung.
We earnestly hope that tke Canadian public
will welcome this volume f3 no common boon
granted to them as a people, but that cach in-
dividual will reccive it and treasure it ns an
earnest of the future trinmphs of the bright era
of which we hope it may prove the advent. Inthis
matter the public have evidently a duty to per-
form, and if they are lethargic in responding to
the eall, they will retard a progress which with-
out their aid, no mere individual effort cnn
greatly facilitate,. If these selections meet with
the suceess they merit, cither n considerably en-
Iarged edition, or a second series cannot fail soon
to be called for. :




