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A TRAGEDY IN SLIPPERS.
She gave him a beautifully worked pair of slippers.

Although thev were too short and pinched him acrosa the
toes, he smilingly submitted te the martyrdom which they
iinposed, and vowed they should never leave bis feet.
Shortly afterwards thie young man made a retura for ber
offoring. It was his picture encased in a handsome frame.
He wrote a note te send with it, and at the saine time re-
plied angrily to an oft-repeated dun for an unpaid for suit
of clothes. He gave the boy• six-pence to deliver the
package and notes, giving explicit directions as te des-
tination. He was au unîusually intelligent boy with a
freckled face, and he discharged bis errand in a manner
that should give hlim a niche in the temple of Fame. The
young lady received a note in lier adored one's bad-
writing, and flew to lier roon te devour its contents. She
opened the missive with eager fingers .and rend : iI an
getting tired of your everlasting attention. The ouit is
about worn out already ; IL never iaounted to nuich any.
how. Please go te Jerichio .? And the tailor was struck
utterly dumb wlen lie opened a parcel and discovered the
picture of the delinquent custoner, with a note thatsaid?
" When you gaze ipon these fecatures, think how much I
owe you." When tbat unfortiinat young man caledc
around that evening te receive the happy acknowledge
ment of his sweetheart, he was inconsistently shown tht
door by the young lady's father; and in the morning heî
was waited upon by the tailor's lawyer and imperatively
ordered te settle or suffer.

EARNING A Fase PAss.-Mrs. James P. Caldwell rodE
on a free pass the other day from Mexico, Mo., tc
Leadville, Col., to sec lier son. This pass was given te bel
husband and herself twenty years ago, and is a life pasi
for boti, and will pass themi over any railroad la the
United States. It was given ther by the North Missour
Railroad Company after they had respectfully declined th(
.company's offer Of a gift Of $10,000. How.the company
happened te offer the couple-who were well te do in thi
world-a gift of $1o,OO is told by the Hannibal Journal
In January, 1861, the Confederate bushwhackers set fir
te the bridge over Young's Creek, and Mr. Caldwell go
out of bed in seasonîto check the flanes with a pull o
water. Thon he hurried to Centralia te give the alarm
leaving bis wife and children to keep the fire in .check
It was a bitterly cold night, and Murs. Caldwell had te -wral
heer children la blankets ; but despite the cold the,
worked and' extinguished the flames. The bridge, how
ever, had been reduced te a more shell. Mrs. Caldwel
knew that it eculd not beur up atrain that was alimost due
and, hurrying te ber bouse, she got a lanteri and stood ci
the bridge in the biting blasts of ia January night unti
that train with its freight of human lifô batd been warnei
and stopped.

. THE COTTON CENTENNIAL.-The first export of- cottoi
fron the United States occurred in the fail of 1184, th
quantity shipped being about sixteen hundred poundE
Tþis smail seample of the now great American staple wa
forwarded fron Charleston, S. C., to Liverpool, where i
was seized by thei British customs officials, for non
payment of duty. Th ceotton was afterward released, bu
months elapsed before a manufacturer would consent t
give it a trial. Eventuially a purchaser was secured, an
when the article wes tried it was found to be great
superior te theî old India staple. This induce
manufacturers to-take hold of Auerican cotton, and order
were freely given for ail that couîld be raised. This wia
the beginuing ofa foreign trade in raw cotton which lai
year amounted to $199,812,644. To properly celebrat
tie centennial of what, fromt a humble beginning, ha
expanded into a vast industry, it is intended te hold
grand uWorld's Industrial and Cotton Exposition" a
New Orleans, conimencing Decemjîbr i, 1884, and lastinî
until May 1, 1885.

'ESQUIRES' AND 'GENTL EMEN'

(Fromt Chambers's Journal.)

THE question is often asked ' Shall 1 call him Mr.
Jones, or Jones, Esq.? ' and the answer is ' Oh, put
Jones, Esq.; everybody is an Esquire nowadays; and it d
may offend him to put Mr. Jones'

Now, whether it is offensive to Joues or not, is i
immaterial, because lie cither has a right to the title of i
Esquire, or ho bas no right to it, and this depends upon t
the social position in life of Jones. In loaking over the l
list of persons present at a levée, we never se any,
Esquires mentioned, but a list of ' Messieurs' is givein, a
title not found in amy table of procedenco in Eugland; but
on reference to the most authentic tables, we find, after
knigbts' younger sons, corne esquires, gentlemen, yeomen,
tradesmen, artificers, laborers. bus, it appears that an
esquire cornes above a' gentleman,' and below the younger
sons of knights.'

The word esquire is derived from the French ceu, and
the Latin scutum, meaning a shield ; or rather, the hide of-
which shields ,ýere anciently made, and afterwards covered.
An esquire was originally he who attended a knight in the
time of war and carried bis shield, whenc o e was called
ecuyer in French, and sculier' or arndger in Lutin. The
following extract fron an ol work on H.{eraldry, shows
that in former days the title of Esquire was held only by
persons who came under thue rules whicli gave a man the
title, and not, as in the present day, by anybody who
considers himself entitled to It: ' In the reign of Henry
V., by a statute passed in the first year of his reign, it %vas
enacted that in ail cases of outlawry, the additions of the
estate, degree or profession of the defendant, shoulil be
inserted in the process ; and it thus became necessary
to ascertain who were entitled to the degree of Esquire;
and it was determined by the most learned in the degrees
of honor that there were seven sorts of esquires-naine.ly
(1) Esquire'a of the king's body, limited to four ; they
keep the door of the king's bedchamber whensoever lie
shall pieuse to go to bed, walk at a coronation, and have
precedence of ail knights' younger sons. (2) The eldest
sons of knights and their eldest sons successively. (3)
The eldest sons of the youngest sons of barons, and others
of the greater nobility. (4) Suel as the king invests with
collars of SS, as the kings-at-arms, heralds, &c., or shall
grant silver or white spurs to ; the eldest sons of these
lest mentioned only could bear the title of esquire. (5)
Esquires to the Knights of the Bath, being their attendants
on their installation, these must wear coat-armour, accord-
ing to the law of arms, are esquires for life, and also tiheir
eldest sons, and have the saine privilege as the esqitrea of
the king's body. (6) Sherilfs of counties, and justices of
the peace (with this distinction, thait a sheriff, in regard to
the dignity of his office, is an esquire for hife ; but ae
justice of the peace only so long as lie continues in the
commission), andti al those who bear special olice lin the
king's household, as gentlemen of the king's chailiber,
carvers, sewers, cupbearers, pensioners, serjeants-at-arms,
and ail that.have anyi near or especial dependence on the
king's royal person, and are not knighted ; iaso captains
in the wars, recorded in the king's lists. (7) Counsellors-
at-law, baholors of divinity, law, and physie; mayors of
towns are reputed esquires, or equal to esquires (thouigh
not really esquires), alo the king's pennon- bearer, who is
a person that carrles the king's fiag, either at war or at a
funerai.'

Camden, in bis Briltania, makes dut only four sorts of
esqires-(I) The eldest sons of knights and their eldest
sons in perpetual succession. (2) 'Tle eldest sons of
younger sons of peers, and their eldest sons in like
perpetual succession. (3) Esquires created by the king's
letters-patent or other investiture, and their eldest sons.
This creation bas long been disused. (4) Esquires by
virtue of their oflicos, as justices of the poce, and otiers
who bear any office of trust under the Crown, if styled
esquires by the king in their commissions and appoint-

e ments.
4 Esquires of the king,' nentioned in the provious list,

f -are now disused. Barristers-at-law are now fully possessed
, of the title Esquire ;' but it seems that the degree or

barrister-at-law is of greater worth than the title 'Esquire'
or degree of M.A. The Court of Common Pleas-a great

y many years ago-refused to heur an affidavit read because
a barrister named in it was nîot called Esquire. .

.Th real reason why there are sc many Esquires intle
present day is casily èxplaiied by the fact, tnat just as

a people use arms who have no heraldic right te do se, so
l they choose the biglhest title they caa decorate their

names with ; and as the investiture or creation of Esquire
bas now become obsolete, there is net the saine reason

a why a man should net cull himself Esquire, as there is to
e prevent him calling himself ' Sir' or ' Lord.'
. Nearly a hundred years ago, it seems that those who
s wishîed to preserve the title or dignity of Esquire for those
t who came within the rules before imeitioned, were inii

vexed at the comnimon use of the titie. One writer says :
t ' There is a general opinion that every gentleman of landed
o property that has three hundred pounds a year is an.
d esquire; which is a vulgar errer, for nio money whîatsoever
y or landed property, will give a man properly this title
d uniess lie cone within the rules; and no person can
-s ascribe this title where it is net due, their bein g no
s difficulty in drawing the line. But the meani ranks of
t -the people, whofl know no better, do ofteu basely prostitite
e this title ; and, to the greait confusion of ail rank and
s precedence, every man who inakes al decent appearance,
a far fron thinking hinself in auy way ridiculed by filnding
Lt the superscription of his letters thus decorated, ia fully
g gratified by suîch address.' 8hakspare says: 'Lot none

prosume to wear an undeserved dignity,'

Let us now return te our friend Jones, and if lie l, no.l
e be addressed as Esquire, what shall we call hi ? We
mrust say fr. Jones, for thait lS the title of a 'gtllîhemlan.
Wio, then, aire gentlemen ? Unrder this naine, all are
ncluded who are not yeomen, tradéesmen, artificers, or
aboriers. The word is froin the French gentil, and the
Saxoa uman-that is, a anii weli bornii o one that has donc
oimething worthy eitler in peaco or war, whereby hie
deserves te heur armis and to be accouited c gentleman.
The following extract fromt Guîillim's I)isplay of lieraldry
S worthy of notice : i In hese days h iS a gentleimanî who
s conimouly so takon, and whosoever studieth the laws of
his realm, wvho stiudieLth li the uuiversity, who professeth
iberal sciences, and, te bu short, who can live without
iauiial labor, and will bear the port, charge and
countenance of e gentleman, lie shall be called n Muater,"
and shall bu taken for a gentleman.'

A few years ago, & dilliculty aroso in orme of the police
courts in London. A person described us a ' gentluinat
was charged with sweaîring, and he was also charged witt
disordrly conduct. But the charge of swearing was under
a statute of George Il., whiclh enuacts ' tait every laborer,
sailor, or soldier, profanely swearing, shall forfeit one
shilling ; every other person tunder hie degree of a
guntleuian, two shillings ; and every gentleman ur persoit
of stuperior raik, iivò shillings to the puior of the pariAi
w-herein scl offenice was comitted.' lie case was
proved. ' But,' said the nagistr7ate, ' you are net. u
laborer, soldier, or sailor ; and it is certain yoeu are not ae
gentlemai.' Se he wua fined two shillings, as boing.of die
class ' every other persoi.'

Degrees of nobitity and gentry vere li use before the
Normiian.Conquuest, for the Saxons admitted to the etate of-
gentry ouly those wlo hatd increased their weaith or gains
by honest husbandry or uts nimrchants. .i Saxoi tuines,
there w ere the cari. and charte, theyne and undertheyne ;
and ma LanborL's Peramu&ulatiun of eni it is sutted : It iL
churle se tlrived that lihad fuly ihve hides ofiand of his
own, iL church and a kitchun, ut bouliouse and a gaLe, il
seit and severai oilice ma the kiug's liait, thon hie t wa
thenîceforth lthe tieyne's riglt worthy. And if a theyie so
thrived that lie served the lking on his jouruey, rode in lis
household, if ho theui had ut theyue wich hum followed,
wlo to the heiiig's expectatious had live hides, and in the
kiig's palace lits lord served, and thrice witi an errand
hud gone te the king, lhe miglht ufterwards play bis lord's
part at any need ; se at theyne coild become un utril, and
ta. cari could become a. cari riglit worthty. And. if a
umerchantman so thrivetd that he tpassed over the wide seit
thrice ci bis own craft, lie was tliencefortli tte theyne
right worthy. And if a scholar se thrived througi
learning that he had degree and served Christ, he was
thenceforth ocf digity and peace so much worth as
thereunto belonged, unless lie forfeit, so tiat le loec the
use of bis degrees.'

It is a common thing to find in old chbuurchyardls the
names of persons on touabstones followed by the word
' gent' or ,gentleman,' which shovs thut in those days the!
title was more thouglit of that it is niow. Accorting te
the laws of houer, geuntlemen had cortain p.rivileges; but,
like thie esquires, there is nîow no certainty as te the righit
of a person te cail bhinscif either'' esquire ' or gentlemen.'

There is yet another class of people, the yeomen. Sir
Edward Coke says : ' A yeomen i h that baci fr'e land
of forty shillings by the yeur, who wvas anciently thereby
qualified te serve on juries, vote uor kiighits of the shire
and do any other ac.t, where the luaw requires :one that; is
probus et egalis homo.'

The yeomanry were faumons in oldea times for archer'
and maihood. Our hmfantry, which so often. coiquered
the French and repuised the Scots, was coma.posed of
yeomen ; but l these days, the yeomanry, thougli la soie
parts teey are more disciplined and better drilled than ii
other districts, cannot surpass im valor and hardiiess the
yeomen of days gene b'.

IL seus hard to class tradesmen, artificers, and
hliborers together as < the rest of the commonalty,' for
under the iead of 'tradesmen' wu have sone of the
weatlelist and wisest Inca in the country ; but just as
many of our nobility are traders, so iany of our
umnuefactuurers are, by vinue of public olihees held by
ther, endowed with titles of hionor. A mita umîay be ' .',
in his private business, and a Right Honorable us ua
þuiblic man.

The people of gingland are divided into certain ranks
and degres, and it is god and ncessary that these ranks
and degrees should be preserved. It has been said that
'Ail. inca are by nature equal ;' but thiis *s l false
proposition, for ail men are by nature nequal, nid very
unequal. We mt>y discover within a tew weeks after ut
chilh is born a marked differeice between it and: other
children; and as it grows in years, and its mind nit
body becuome developed under a course of ' education,' the
dillerence or ineq.ality of nature becomes uore distinct
every day, even if other children have the saie and equal
advantages. Ail men have an equal -right tu justice or to.
their own property ; but One man has rights anIîd claums
which another his not, for the ordinary blooi-relttionslips
show this ; father und son, husband and wife, have equal,
but different rights ; ant in short, when.ever one nian i
set over anuother, there are equa riglts, but the things
they have.a right to are manifestly iunuiqual. That alt
men shohildbe equal, is conîtrary tu nature,, and, suchI ua
condition of thmigs would bring about much: imisery and
destroy ail happineis. The expenriîment ias becn tried ;
but the result bas been assassination, murderaid anarchy,
In England, so excelleunt is or form of govenument, that
the son of the poorest aud humblest muan mauy ise to the
highest position in the churcl, law, army, navy, or auy
otber departmeunt;. and tihera i no limit te theweualtl aiu
bonter il mian unay achieve by honest industry.


