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" PEMBINA AND ITS INHABITANTS.

The village of Pembina, heretofore: but vaguely known as
an American settlement about twe miles seuth of the bound-
ary line, on the rord eig St. Taul to Fort Garry, has within
tbe past two months become a place of much interest to the
Canadian public. Indeed there ave ties of intimate personal
rclationship existing between hundreds and thousands in this
country and the gentlemen who, by force of unfavournble eir-
cumstances, have been compelied to take up theiv temporary
abode in that herenfter-to-be-historical villnge.

We are glad,

therefore, to e alde, througrh the zenl of our Red River spevind
artist, to lay before our readers o graphic description of Pem-

bina, accompanied with a dingram of the village, shew-
ing all the principal (end all the other) buildings it contains.
This will formm an excellent @ guide” or < hand-book” to win-
ter tourists who, desirous of paying their respects to absent
friends, may take a trip to Pembina before the seltlement of
the Winnipeg disturbance.  And those who Ly business en-
gagentents or other cause are prevented from taking sueh a
trip, will find it no less ibteresting, for they will thereby be
able to judge of the attractions of Pembina socicty, and of the
kind of #quarters” to which the Hon, Mr. McDougall and his
party have been for a time condemmned.  Though cur artist
has alse introduced the prominent & citizens” of Pembina in
the following description, it was, we may say, his interest in
the Canadian strangers now residing there, that induced him
to make a personal survey of the village, hencee he has been
especially particular in deseribing th
readers may rely upon his fidelity :—

Ar residences, and our

#“The first buildings (exeept a ~hanty or twe) which the
traveller meets on his way from Georgetowi 16 Pembins, a
distance of over 130 miles, are those now cecupicd by Gover-
nor MeDougally a little over a mile south of Pemilina River,
as shown on the map, and nawmed the = Governor's Retreat,”

7) in commemoration of that being the only house he could
find near Pembina in which to find shelter for himself and
family when expelled from British territory by a trees of
French half-breeds on the 3rd of November, When first 1aken
possession of by the Gevernor, on the ith of November, only
the main building on the right was erected s sinee that time
the other buildings to the left have been adided. Theyv are
all buiit of partially hewed oak logs, with the spaces between
filled in with clay moistened and mixed with hav,  The reofs
of the buildings are also coversd with the same material, and
it furnishes toleraldy fair plastering for the walls inside. The
small building at the extreme left is shown as just being built,
The mud in winter has to be mixed with hot water carried up
in buckets and applied whilst warmn. The proprietor of the
main building, whe left it to accommedate the Governor, is
to occupy that humble dwelling, '

¢ 0On the right are log stables covered with hay; also, the
waggons (dismantled of their gipsy covers) belonging to the
party, also the tents on the bank of the river, still occupied
(November 25) by a portion of the party until the muil and
plaster in the new house becomes dry.  Lumber for. flooring,
&c., window-sash, glass and nails, had to be drawn thirty
miles to complete the Lnilding, and stoves and pipes sixty-
five miles from the Red River Settiement.

“Approaching the village of Pembina from the south, the
most conspicuous object in view is a half finished log Lnild-
ing, the property of the Hon, Joe

lolette, ex-member of

Congress.  In the distance it has the appearance of a hand-
gome church.  To the cast of this weather-beaten, unfinished
-.-.'trn

ructure, which has stood as it is for severnl years, is the re-

sidence of Mr. Rolette, who now hoids the offices of high con-
etable and chief marshal of Dakotah "Territory.  His mansion
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is.n collection or ¢onglomeration of several shanties joined
at the highest pavt of the roof; and being only one story in
height, the group is almost eclipsed by the surrounding stables
and the sforesaid unfinished bhuiliding, which doubtless is‘in-
tended some day to Lo the principal honse inthe village.
Inu comfortable room in one of the shantics
quarters of A, N. Richards, Esq., Q. C. : ‘
A fow hundred vards westward is the United States Custom
House. 1L is one story and a half high, The architect,
however, neglected to seenre or bind the side walls t(_)gvt,hm-;
the consenuence is that the front ix bulged out considerably,
and but for a conple of props, ingenjously bonnded over so ay
1o form a porch, the wall would have tumbled down long be-
smntl oroess whndows in frong, int
upper haif story, Took like cyes peering out on vach side _of
the props, which in the distance suggest the resemblanee of o
huge nose. A picce of stove-pipe at each end, extending
through the voof instead of chimneys, appear like horns.  Mr,
Provencher has his head-quarters in a small room up-stairs in
thiz building. '
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SOmthe south side of Pembina River, which is but a slug-
zish ereek abonut thirty feet wide at the mouth, is a small log
hut, covered with bark, the only apology for n hotel (1) in the
villuge.  The whele establishment  consists of only one
room for family, botrders, and travellers.  This is Mr, Begg's
head-quarters, and that gentleman has the distingaished pri-
vilege, with other travellers, of sleeping on the floor,
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L up by the fullness of deseription,

@ The next honse is occupied by Judge Lemay, ex-collector of

customs and genoral trader, e is n portly gontloman—fonds
of card-playing and simoking—indeed these exercises occupy
a vory large portion of thy spure timo of all the villngers,

# No. 8, is the Post Oltice and the residence of Dr, Caveher,
The Collector of Customs boards here, and so does Colonel
Stutsman, a deformed man with only one leg, about cight
inches long.  The Colonel ix an active sympathiser with the.
half-breed insurgents. . ‘

it Another house is the suburban residence of General Hag.,
rison, aud ends the list of all the residents of Pembina, all of
whom, it will be observed, are men of distinction and high,
titles,

# Following the rond northward, Captain Cameron's head-
quarters is next wbserved on the right,

“ Hayden's farm 18 next on the snme rond (No. 4). Thix
place will always be an histovical point as the farm on whicly
the Governor pitched his teuts when compelled to retire from,
the Hudsou's Bay post by the armed half-bveeds,

“ No, 3 isa small Cntholie Church, built of logx and plastered,
with mud,  The windows are closely barricaded with wooden,
shutiers.  On the cast end is a tall wooden cross and a giall;
betl,  Service is only held in this chureh about once in twe,
months.

« Aeross the line is n Losise, also of Togs, but shingled,
amd partitioned with boards inside. The boundary Posr, to
which Governor MeDongall wns conducted, is to be scem
cloge on the right, ,

“ About a quarter of a mile further is the Hudson Bay Come-
pany’s Fort (No. 1), from which Gevernor MeDougall was
expelledt”
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Tou late we discovered that our artist had mude his skeich
from which our dingram ix copied on his way from the bound-
ary line to Pembina while, unhbappily, he had written his
deseription, beginning at the south side of Pembina and cud-
ing with the fort beyond the boundury !  In justice to him,
have to state that s sheteh for this route was also fore
warded, and though less artistic, was move full of detail, in
that
shewn,

wa

it indicated the sites of five more houses than are here
Thix detect in the divgra i7, however, amply nude
The “Governor's retreat,”
ns the most important work of Pembina urrl;ih-rturr! at benat
in the Canadinn point of view, i< sepacately illustrated below
The view is from the south—the inmides probably sinding it
N t'i)ngl'h'l!l‘ to look towards the seouth ot this senson ns will
for clitnatic as for ather reasons—and shews the men at work
on the rool putting en the thateb of muwd and cliopped hay,
The front building was the only cne availabde for some twelve
or fourtecn davs after the return of the Hooo My, MeDoagndl
and party toPembing,  This consists of but one room, and for
the time specified, the Governor, witht the members of his
amily who sveompany him, and his servants, had to vy
it in common with the owner sned his family—about eightecn
persons inall. Tt will thus be seen that serions personal in-
conveniences, i not great personal risk, have been incurred
by those gentlemen who have gone towards the North-Wexr
Territory to assist in establishing Canadian institntions there.
Despite the discoumueing news recently received and clse-
whore referred to, we &l hope that they may be able to enter
pcmeu{ull_v on the performance of their iin pm:mxn» duties. When
the existing diticuities are surnountsd our fricnds now at
Pembine will probubly look back upon their forced sojourn in
that village with more pleasure at its termination than at any

i incilent in its duration,
i




