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À NEW EUROPEAN PHASE.

A late number of the London Tines
which came by the last mail, brouglit us a
translation of a remarkable article fron
the St. Petersburgh Golos, which is under-
stood to be the organ of the Russian Gov-
ernment ; the utterances of which, now
before us, the Prussian correspondent of
the Times states may be accepted as
authentic; and they, in fact, bear ntrinsic
evidence of this.

Thev announce a fact of no less impor-
tance, than an alliance between Russia,
Prussia and Austria, on the Eastern ques-
tion, against what is called the " Anglo-
French influence ;" and this new alliance,
the Golos says, holds in its hands the
"l eace of Europe," or in other words that
it doninates European politics.

The Golos plainly announces : "The
Oriental question has recently entered a
new phase. The number of those
Powers insisting upon the maintenance
of the Tu'rkish status quo has greatly
diminished. However anxious to con-
tinue her traditional policy in the East,
France is no longer in a position to per-
suade the Sultan that she is ready and

"willing to protect hidn. England has
"ablpted the policy of non-intervention.
" Only a few dIays ago the Times, the
"leading paper of England, said the Bri-
"tish people wvould do well to care only

" for that portion of Europe called Great
"Britain. All English Ministers and
"statesmnen bave been assuring us likewise.
"more or less openly for the last · few
"years, that Enmgland wvill never interfere
"again in the affairs of other nations. Ol
"course we are well aware that England

" looks upon Eastern affairs as intimnatel3
p" bound up wvith hier own ; still there is no

" denying that she lias allowed lier inffin
" oce on tlie Bosphorus to decrease eve:
" snce tlie Crimean war."

The organ continues to say tliat Rtussi
has always been actuated by the desire t
imnprove the condition of the christiai

subjects of Turkey, which is but another1
form of reasserting the pretext which hasE
always moved lier interference with Turkey
and which led her to undertake the Cri-
mean war.

The& adherence of Prussia to the views1
of Russia is thus announced by the Golos:

"Germany is likewise favourable,thoughi
"lier motives are not so easily divined.1

Germany has no diiect interest in the
"commercial independence of the Danu-

bian Principalities. If she nevertheless
co-operate with Austria and Russia, lier
primary object probably is to return the
service rendered lier by the recognition

" of the Serrano Government. Besides
" this, Gernany may also -wish to gain
"influence by being a party in an Oriental
" arrangmen"t.'

And following this, comles the sweeping
statement that the Porte is able to send
replies to Russian despatches in three days
instead of taking months as formerly,now
that she is no longer able to lean upon
France and England, and apply to theni
for previous advice. The Golos continues :

l Had Turkey been in a position once
more to apply to the Western Powers
for protection and help, it might have
led to a serions diploinatic complication,
and perhaps have endangered the peace
of Europe. But, thank God ! to-day no
Power is in a hurry to shed blood for
the maintenance of the Sultan's Sover-

" eignty; and so the affair will be settled
" not in accordance with the wishes of the
" Turkish Ministers, but in a mianner
" suited to the exigencies of the case. If

we are not mistaken, the Oriental ques-
tion is destined to be broken up into a
large number of questions, each insigni-
ficant in itself, and allowing of being
settled without detrimîent to the Sultan's

"dignity."
This, then, is the real end of the Cri-

mean war. Russia defeated in the field
has played the long gaine and won at last ;
and ber desiguns on Turkey are to be carried
out bit by bit. This mîay be to some ex-
tent a humiliation to G(reat Britain, but
with France crippled, it would be mad-
ness for her, single handed, to attempt to
cope, as the ally of Turkey, with the three
great powers of Russia, Prussia and Ans-
tria. And further, even if she could do it
with hope of success, there would corne
the question "if the game would be worth
the candle." Many able 1tien now think
that England ought not at all to have
entered into the Crimean war.

It is stated. by the correspondent of our
London contemporary, at Berlin, that the
real object of Prussia in joining this
alliance, is not to secure increase of
influence as hinted by the Russian organ,
but to secure a condition of things which
will enable lier to get cheap breadstuffs
from Roumania and the fertile Peninsula
of the Balkan, in order to enable lier to
meet the most serious of all lier home
questions.

A SPECK OF WAR.

Some of the American papers are try-
ing very liard to get up a sensation out of
alleged misunderstandings between the
United States and Spain. As usual, the
amount of verbiage in which the incident
is clothed, renders a correct understanding
of the situation somewliat difficult, stilli
enoughi is mnade known to show somîe
cause for diplomatie dispute between thec
two countries. Tliat war will ensue, no0
one will believe who lhas any knowledge
of tlie conîfessed weakness of the American

,ayadtesiimoelmnal ek

navye atdtetin torte elament weak-

Iduced in Madrid by that clause of it whicli
Trelatedl to Cuba and Spain. Now, it

seeums that the language of the Message
-telegraphledl to Spain w'as mnuchi stronger
rtlian the ternis emnployed ini that docu-
ment itself. The London Tines comn-

.plained bitterly of liaving licen deceived
by the Renter despatchi, and the New

n York agenît of tlie Baron, ini exculpating

himself, makes the rather remarkable

statemnent that he telegraphed the first

version of the Message, but that the Pre-

sident changed the paragraph relating to

Cuba at the last moment. If this be true
the circumstance proves that General

GRANT felt constrained, under the pressure
of a delicate situation, to nodify his lan-
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guage.
The main grievances urged by the

United States against Spain are said to
grow primiarily out of the Virginius affair.
It is stated that whereas Spain comnplied
with Great Britain's demand for inden-

nity in the Virginius case, she has taken
no-pains to comply with the demands of
the United States in the same case. Fol-
lowing on the heels of this original com-
plaint, cone farther sources of aggravation
in the expressed desire of the UnTited
States for the independence of Cuba, and
the abolition of slavery within the island ;
in the alleged injury to Asmerican citizens
in Cuba without adequate means of en-
forcing iimmlediate reparation on the spot,
and in the alleged wrong done Aimerican
citizens by the embargo of their property
for pretended disloyalty. To this, it is
said, will be added the offence comimitted
by Spain in the detention of the Ameri-
can schooner.William-Wilson. If the re-
ports be true, this vessel, when six miles
fromi Porto Rico, in lier passage from a
port in Spaii to Turk's Island, was hove
to by the firing of three blank cartridges
from a Spanish war vessel, boarded, ber
cargo and destination ascertained, and she
was then aIlow'ed to proceed. It is ad-
msitted that Spain has a rigit to capture a
vessel with an Aimericai register and
carrying an American flag, if found in her
waters, asserting or endeavouring to adjust
the insurrection in Cuba, but it is claiied
that she has no right to capture such a
vessel on the high seas upon an apprehen-
sion that, in violation of the neutrality
and the navigation laws of the United
States, she was on lier way to assist the
Cuban rebellion. There is, of course, so
need whatever to insist upon the incident,
as our American contemporaries do, because
if the facts are such as they state, we make
no doubt that the Spanish Governiment
will hasten to make due reparation for

any imprudence or indiscretion on the part
of its representatives on the Cuban station.

It is none the less true, as every one
conversant with American politics will
admit, that if the Republican papers could
raise a good war cry, they would not
scruple to do it, not out of sympathy for
Cuba, nor yet out of hostility to Spain,
but simply for the furtherance of party
behests. A diplomatie disturbance of the
kind, a foreigns imbroglio exciting the mar-
tial spirit of the masses, would go a great
way towards diverting public attention
from the present troubles of the adminis-
tration and the Republican party, and
restoring much of that sympathy which the
Noveuimber elections show that they have
lost. However, the indications are that the
opportunity will not be afforded them.

Neither Spain, nor the United States can
afford to engage in war with one another

just at present. If Spain cannot conquer
Cuba, it is because the Carlist war taxes
all her resources; and if she cannot
conquer Cuba, much less can she measure
ier strengtlh with the United States. On
the other hand, as we said above, the
United States are not prepared for a naval
war, such as that with Spain would in
great measure be. No department of the
country lias been so negiected by Congress
as the marine, and the from report of the
Secretary of War, it appears that only 167
gulis could lbe mimustered at once.

Meanwbile, it were altogether to be
desired thîat a dignified and determnined
attitude of tic Uited States could prevail

upon Spaini to put an end to the Cubais
war. That struggle is a disgrace to civili-
zatiomn. Furthermiore, tic war should not
bie terinated without a simultanmeous
abolition cf slavery. For these two
reasonss, tic alleged difficulty betweemn tic
goverinents of Washimngton and Madrid,
are 1natters of general interest, and its
solu tiomn will be aisxiously looked for ini
every country.
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MORAL INSANITY.

There are certain scientific and profes-
sional ternis which the uninitiated are slow
to admit as conveying a true mseaning, or
a correct explanation of the things to whicl
they are applied. Moral Insanity is one
of these terms. There is a general repug-
nance to the use of it. People attending
the police or criminal courts laugh at the
plea that habitual drunkenness, or a career
of debauchery shiould extenuate the comn-
mission of crime, because they both weaken
the normal action of the moral faculties.
Certain remarkable verdicts of Amuerican
juries have been sharply criticised on the
sane grounds. The term, however, has a
philosophical meaning, and is at present
received by all writers on the pathology of
mental disease. Insanity, after all, signi-
fies onîly unsoundness, unwholesonmeness,
and there is no doubt whatever that it mnay
he aptly applied to -distortions of what
psyclhologists call the Moral Sense. In
ethies we are tauglit that tiere is sucli a
thing as a False Conscience, which leads,
without pang, bluish or remorse, to the
commission of wrong fromîî erroneous pre-
misesof right. 'l'is False Conscience is only
another phase of Moral Insanity. Exaiî-
ples of both teei iii history. Without
going back to the dread îîanes Of PasIrraE,
PHAEDRA, AGRIP INA, Or iIHEoDORA, Inor

referring to the hallucinations of Social
Sects in the middle ages, we need only

refer to the Free Lovers of our day, and
to several recent clerical scandals wiere the

doctrine of Eclectic Affimities was carried
into practice witlhout any apparent con-
sciousness of evil. 4

The existence of Moral lInsainity, as on1e
of the great factors in the resolution of the
social problem has just been ably exposed
by one of the highest authorities im this
special science--Dr. IIowmnD, Medical
Superintendent of the Provincial Lunatic
Asylum at St. Jolhs. In an able paper,
published in the November numîber of the
Cainada Medical ai surg',ical Jourml,
his object is distinetly to prove that there
is such a disease as Moral Insanity. He
wishes to draw publie attention to the
fact that there is suci a disease, and that
where people hear of an extraordinary or
unaccountable crime, before they enter
into judgment and condenination upon the
perpetrator, they will in charity wait and
see if lie is not a victim of this lamenta-
ble nalady. The Doctor incidentally al-
ludes to consangunuty as one of the causes
of both iiental and moral obliquity, but
he hardly pronounces an opinon upon it.
It is only the other day that we read an
exhaustive paper in this subject, garmlishied
with full particulars, the purport of wlich
was to explode what the writer termed the
fallacy of the deterioration resultant on
marriages between blood relations. IDr.
HowARD more pointedly refers to defec-
tive training in children as a principal
source of Moral Iisanity. We helieve
that this is really the root of the evil.
Nemo repente ft ndlus is truc, slightly
altering the Augustinian proverb. No one
suddenly takes to crime, or commits a
horror for thei mere pleasure of siining.
He reaclies that state only through gradual
stages of false reasoning, and a culminat-
ing act of moral insanity is only the final
eftect of a series of moral eccentrnicities.
Bad or weak p)rincipiles inculcated in youth
have the alnmost inevitable tendency to
accelerate the breakinig out of tie disease.

Lt will1 startle somne people to learn that
Moral Insanity, like every other disease,
muay bie hereditary. The thouîght is a ne-
volting omne, but it is now generally ac-
cepted by tise faculty ; and there is no help
for it except in the thorougli educational
reform advocated by Dr. Howamn. Ques-
*tions of this social importance are at all
times interesting, ansd comnmand attention
everywhiere, but they are particularly im-
portant in a younîg country like ours,
where, if we are wvise, we mnay adopt tic

imuprovements suggested by the experience
of old1er counstries, and tins save ourselves
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îmany of the miseries which our elders have
suffered. All our Provinces are admirably
endowed with institutions of charity and
benefaction, reaching all the intirmities to


