
390 CSANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS. DECEMBER 20, 1873.
WILLT~EWl'-AKING ECCENTRICITIES

Wills have been made of every coneelvable shape and form.We find them conslsting of only a few words, like that of Mr.Kenneth Macaulay, dated April, 1865, which merely said :I One thpusindpounds to my brother Tom; all the residueto my dearest wife abeolutely ; " and we have seen them in theshape of portentous-looking documents, containing a scoremore of folios. Among the number are numerous Interestinkspecimens of original composition, both prose and verse.Many examples of poetical wills, written in rather rough dog-gerel, are extant, one of the most amusing being that of a Mr.Joshua West, and dated Decomber 13, 1804:
Perhape I die not worth a groat,

But should I die worth something more,
Then I give that and my old coat,

And all my manuscripts in store,
To those who shall the goodness have

To cause my poor remains to rest
Within a decent shell and grave.

This le the will of JosHuA WIaT.
Another specimen of this kind la the production of oneWilliam Jackitt of the parish of St. Mary, Islington, and forthirty years a c erk lu the firm of Mesurs. Fuller & Vaughaneonce of Conhill. It was proved at Doctors' Commons on

the l7th JuIy, 1789:
I give and bequeath e
When I'm laid underneath.f

To my two loving sisters, most dear,
The whole of my etore,
Were It twice a much more,

Which God's goodnese has granted me hore.
And that none may prevent
This my will and intent,Or occasion the least of law racket,
With a solemn appeal
I confirm, sign, and seal,This, the true act and deed of WILL JAcITT.

Very frequently the most extraordinary provisos and con- iditions are attached to the wills of certain eccentric indivi- dduals. Thus, at Montgaillard, in 1822, a man died who by this friends and relations has been called the "misanthrope." tIn his will h left directions that any of hie relations who cshould shed tears at hie.funeral should be disinherited ; but sthat be who laughed the most heartily should be sole heir. t>He also ordered that neither the church, nor his house Pshould be hung with black cloth, but that on the day of chis burial those places should be decorated with flowersand evergreens. In addition to this, all the musicians of mMontgaillard and its environs were to attend the funeral, and Lfifty of them were to open the procession with hunting-tunes, sUwaltzes, and minuete. bA Mr. J. Sergeant, of Leicester, a stanch upholder and Ofpractiser of early rieing, inserted a clause ln his will to the b>following rather disagreeable effect to those concerned : ciMy rinephews are fond of indulging themselves in bed in the 1morning, and I wish them to prove to the satisfaction of lamy executors that they have got out of bed in the morning, k!
and elther employed themselves in business or taken exer- a1cise in the open air, from five till eight o'clock every morning, ai
from the fifth of April to the tenth of October, being Athree hours each day; and from seven to nine o'ciock ln the wmorning from the tenth of October to the fifth of April, being qu
two hours every morning." This was to be done for someh'
years, to the satisfaction of the executors, who were empower- aued to excuse the heirs ln case of illness; but even then the à
task was to be made up when they had recovered-the penalty deln case of non-peiformance of the conditions, being total ex- mclusion from participation ln the property. The reason given doby Mr. Sergeant for these conditions were, that " temperance he
makes the faculties clear, and exercise makes them vigorous. fulIt Is temperance and exercise that can alone Insure the bu
flttest state for mental or bodily exertion." The Inconve.
nience accruing to t4e recipients of this bequest was, however, befar surpassed by that resulting from the condition attached ou
te the will of a spiteful ld citizen of Berlin, to the effect that thethe heir should always wear thin white linon garments, and at PlIthe same time Indulge ln no extra under-clothing. If this chcondition were only once violated, the money was to go to chthe executors. 

parSeveral of our London churches have had bequeste madeto •thethem with rather strange conditions attached. In the window ne
of the middle alsle of St. Maryýs the mother church of the la'parlsh of Lambeth, ls painted a pedler with his pack and dog, insaid to represent the person who bequeathed to the parish of loi
Lambeth " Pedler's Acre," provided that his portrait and that Prof hie dog were perpetually preserved iu one of the church diswindow. When the painting was first put-up la unknown, but it eaWexisted in 1608. "Pedler's Acre," originally called the "Church theHopes,e or Hopys (anlsthmus of]land projecting intothe river), he]Is entered ln the register as bequeathed by a person unknown. oeiAnother remarkale class of bequeste is that lu which the frOtostator leaves the whole, or some part of his body, to one or eaImore of hie frlenda, to be used for the furtherance of science or buart amongst his survivors. duch was the bequest of Professor waByrd Powell, an Amerioa physician sud phrenologist. "Fur-thermore,' ran-the willit "I give and bequeath to Mrs. T. Kin-sey, of Cincinnati, Ohio, *y h ead4 te ho removed fom my body I:for hem use, by H. T. Keckeler, or hi ragents." y The sad Mme. fry yKinsey vwas one of the professor's most entusiastic pupils. ofSome weeks after the romains of this lover of his art had been lotplaced in the vaults of a cemetery, tho bequest was carried HIout, the executoms of the deceased employing Dr. Curtis, of exiCincinnati to take off the head, which forthwith eame intotîhe takpossession of Mrs. Kinsey. Dr. 0a11, anotiierphrenologist, who ouidied lu Paris lu 1828, left a similar direction lu bis will bIn University College ls the skeleton of Joremy Benthamn. belThis eccentric individual left his body by will to Dr. South- Drwood Sith, who vrote a letton on the subject to " Notes sud meQueries." " Jeremy Benthame left by will his body to me for snçpdissection. I was also te deliver a public lecture over hie bodyto medical studentesud the public generally. The latter vas "idoue at the Well Street School. After the usual anatomical de- of:monstration was over, s okeleton was made of the boues. I en- 1llndeavoured to preserve the boad untouched, merely drawing maaway the fluide by placing It uder an air-pump over sulphu- of iric aid. By this means the hiead was rendered as hard as the dan
couse.ft eeighs nould fot do for exhibition, I ha a mo wai

had the keleton atnffed on to i Bentham's ow clothes, ad f0orithis vax likenesa fitted to the trunk.... The whiole ws then disi

inclosed Ina tàmogany ce, vlth foIding glass doors ; and I
ultlmately gave It te University Coilege, viieme IL nov le.",In 1871, the New York Times stated thata Mr. S. Ssnbonaof Medford, Massachusetts, haLte; made and rocorded s wili
by which he bequeathed his body to Professorse rToul Agassizand Oliver Wendell Holmee, of Harvard University, meqnAst-
lng that It should be preparod " inthe most scientiflo and ekil-ful manner known to the anatomical art," and piaced ln th-museum of anatomy attached to the university. He alo di-rected that two drumheads should be made of his ski, wiich
were to be presented to his "distinuished friend sud patrotic
fellow-citizen, Warren Simpson, drummer, of Coha tit on
condition that he should beat, or cause to be beaten on the
said drumheads the national air of Yankee Doodle, at the base

-of the monument on Bunker's Hill, at sunrise on the 17th of
June annually. Onone of the drumheads was to be inscribed
"Pope's Universal Prayer," and on the other the" Declarationof Independence," as It originated in the brain of its Illustrions
author, Thomas Jefferson, The parts of his body useloss foranatomical purposes he desired to be "composted for a fertil-
ler for the purpose of nourishing the growth of an American
ohm te b. pianted, or set out, ln some rural public thorough-
fare, that the weary wayfaring man may rst, and Innocent chi-
dren prayfurly sport beneth the shadow of Its umbrageous
branches, rendered luxuriant by My carcass."?

Those are buta fov Instances amongt many. We saH men-
tion eue more, that of Profesor Moriet. This gentleman, who
filled the chair of geology ln the Academy of Lausanne for
some Yeats, left a cluse lu hie viii, dlrectlng thst hie headsiouldafil be nmde useful te science sfter hi death, ad that
i1 ahould be preserved ln the museum at Bemne, vith his name
legibly eugraved on the akuli, se, as te preveut ite ever beiugmistaken for any other. His wish was oomplied with and iehskull may be seen in the anatomical department of the collec-
tion at Berne.

We hear of a Mr. Zimmerman who died in 1840, sad gave
by will particular directions for lis funeral. "No person," he
ays, "is to attend my corpse to the grave nom any funeral 1bell to be rung, and my desire is to bed oplainly, but nl
ecent manner; and if this Is not done I will cme again-
hat le to say, if I can." Quite as whinimscal ewas the jun-
ion of a Mrs. Reading, who by will in 1870, reqnsted hem'toffin to be packed in a plain deal box and sent te Brak- 1oome Tower by a goods train, s0 that tLie charge forrri age
o the place of buriai would he no greater than for an ordiuary
ackage. We do not know how this post-mortem attempt teheat the railway companies succeeded. pThe fear of being buried alive has often led to the attach- cnent to wille of very strange clauses. The will of a Mr. John cewis Greftulke, proved on October 8,1867, contained an lu- ttance of this kind. It ran thus: " I do not wish to be buried sut that my body be embalmed and placed in a coffin, the lid iif which shall be glazed, and not nailed dowu so that the c
ody be not deprived of air and daylight and uitimately bu- ec
ed, If the law will permit.",-
Our contemporary, the Illustrated London New, has a
tely presented a number of amusing eccentricities of the ciind. One of the cases quoted le thatof a Mr. Budd, who left n
particular estate to his eldest son, provided he did not wear Vmoustache ; if he did, the estate was togo to hie secondeson. inother case, equally *himsical, Ia that of Mr. James Robblns, tiho, ln the event of hie dear wife not complying vith hie rs- lt
uest to wear a widow's cap after his decease, nj.iled that pie was to suffer a diminution of an annuity from £30 to £20; Cud she was to undergo the same penalty If she married again. ciAn amusing instance of carrying s joke beyond ono's ov hath was that perpetmted in his will by Jasper Mayne, s ou- ciourous dramatic writer of the seventeenth century. ntels aiocument he left an old trunk to hies man-servant saying that cie would find in IL omething to make him drink. When the dneral was over, the poor fellow hastened te enjoy his treasure, b
t on opening the trunk, found only a red hemnrug! E'lhere could be given innumerable Instances of po-mortes Enevolence, often of a whimaical character. We content li,irselves with the following : In a late number of the Tmes tere appeared an account of two curious customes which too dace on Good Friday. One of them occurredjust outside the eurch of St. Bartholomew-the-Great, Smithfied, ln the oldeot fo
urchyard ln the city. The venerable incumbent of thefiorish put down twenty-one sixpences on s gravestone, vhich gre same number of poor widows picked up. The cusem ml g
arly as old as the church, being the resut of the vii of s at
dy, who left money for the annual donation, and the preaco- se
g of a sermon. On the same day, at the church of All-hal- pws, Lombard Street, a sermon was preached under similar novisions of the will of Peter Symonds, dated 1587 and giftstributed to sixty of the younger scholars of Christ'l Hospital,ch receiving a new penny and a bunch of raisins. Under
e same will the children of Langbourn Ward Schoolswh ie
rp lu the choir, and the children of a Sunday-school, me- eved each a bun and varions sums of new money, rangi. lai
>m a penny toa s shilling, basides a shilling and a loa tn lch of the poor of the parish. .The varions gifte were distri- inted over the tomb of the donor, until it was effaced by rail- LO
y operations. 

byrai_-_to

fiNAPOLEON'S DEATH AT St. HELENA afIn the exhibition this year ln the Mechanics' Hall, Dum- In
has, tere asfr bovt , by Major Young of Lincluden,s lock ar-
ter nt fconeo whew cfhGreat Napoleon after death, a Mi
htol cFrectch writsh iic sl of somne historical vaine. an

amitioFrnc ofNîtn ave represented that tho post morteff de
imîa i fNapoleon's body vas unwarrantable liberty, Lb>

elu""i opposition te tho deceaed's vish. Th, letton vas Bu
ydsvee, scg vit tee bock of hair, tiree yesa ago, iMajor Young lua secret dravr of su old vriting-desk mec

Shln te isfter, te whom the epistle vas vritten by at
dicral native of Dumfries, who held tiie office of principal coi
ercaltoended cf ie British.- staff at St. Helona, sud vie va>onntude te disection. IL is as follows :-- .iih

d rdSt. Helena, 7th May, 1821. aul
M y dear Sir,--You will no doubt beomuch surprised to hear die
eBonaparo' deatii, vie expired on Lie 5th May, after an spc

ch thafsome standing. Hie disese vas cancer lu tiie ste- va
ohcerat muet have lasted morne years, sud been lu a state des
ce sral ome months. I vas lu consultation sud atton- lay

cially introuoo Lb. mmen ho died fi fae luati On

ry goo expression lu te igi degesd rayseemed Ih
nedtoionuo r.Ti following day I superintended Lhe ha

uecioucfbisbOy-(at this tIme his countenance vas ont

much altered), which was done at hie own request to ascertain
the exact seat of the disease, which he imagined to be where it
was afterwards discovered to be, with the view of benefitinghis son, who might inherit it. During the whole of his illness
ho never complained, and kept his character to the last. The
disease being hereditary his father having died of it, and his
sister, the Princess Borghese, being supposed to have it, proves
to the world that climate and mode of life had no hand in it,and contrary to the assertions of Messrs O'Meara and Stobo,his liver was perfectly sound; and had he been on the throne
of France instead of an inhabitant of St. Helena, he would

equally have suffred, as no earthly power could cure the
disease when formed."
LORD BYRON AND LORD CADURCIS: M8. DISRAELI'S

r VENETIA."
Mr. H. A. Bright, of Liverpool, to the Athenmum :-The follow-

ng autograph letter of Lord Byron has, so far as I know, never

been published-and, whether pubished or not, has a curious
literary interest atts.çhing to It. It was given to me sometwenty years ago, and the friend from whom I received it bele
ves that he bought it at a sale at Sotheby's, in or about 1843.
It l addressed to Sir Godfrey, Webster, Upper Brook-streetILondon, Angleterre ;-Inghiiterra (on the aide). It bears the
post-marks of Pisa and Milano, and the broken seai shows theBaronsa coronet and the horse supporters of the Byrons, but thecoat of arme cannot be properly made out, and, from what lB
left, I do not detect the three bendlets. The letter is as fol-
Iowa :-Il Pisal April 12, 1822. Dear W.--Why don't you takea turn ln Italy7 I should be delighted to see you again, whic
is far more than I shall ever say or feel for your island, or any-
thing therein. They complain of my abusing England, my mo-ther-country ; a step-dame, I take it. I made out a list the
other day of all the things and persons I have been compared
to. It begins well with Alcibiades, but it ends with the Swiss
giantess, or the Polish dwarf-I forget which. I have now to
add another description, sermonized by Parson Styles, depict-
ing me as "a denaturalized being, who, having drained the
cup of sin to its bitterest dregs, is resolved to show that he is
no longer human even in his frailties, but a cool, unconcerned
iend." That's damnably cool--that's fiat-Parson!1 Well, I hopehat neighbour-loving divine's holy rage will not put you in
bodily fear of being cannibalized by such an ogre as the author
of sundry blasphemous works-should you cross the Alps. A
ig for all their clamour-" Come one, come ail "-we will fightt ont. When I once take you in hand, it will be difficult for
me not" to make sport for the Philistine." Now we look uponourselves as something, oh! fellow with some pith-now we
ould lay it çan. I think I see them wincing under the thong,

he pompons poltroons. Sunburn me if I don't tan their asses'
kins for them. As to what I have said about you, never mind,t was only behind your back, and, under those legitimate cir-
umstances, why even our best friends cannot expect us to
pare them. ,Pray reply; news are worth money.-Believe me,
lways, yours very affectionately,-Byaon." And now I wish to
all your attention to a very odd circumstance--coincidence it
annot be. In Mr. Disraeli's " Venetia," Lord Byron is drawn
nder the name of Lord Cadurcis, and in Chapter IV. of Book
'I., we have one of his conversations with Herbert (Shelly).ere is an extract :-Now is not it the most wonderful thing inhe world that you and I have met," said Cadurcis. "Now I
ok upon ourselves as something like, eh ! Fellows with some
ith ln them.-By Jove, if we only joined together, how we
ould lay It on ! Crack, crack, crack!ý I think I see them win-
ng under the thong; the pompous poltroos 1 If you knew
ow they behaved to me!1 " A few sentences more-and Cadur-
s continues, "I made out a list the other day of all the persons
id things I have been compared to. It begins well, with AI-
ibiades, but it ends with Swiss giantess or the Polish
warf-I forget which." Again in Chapter VIII. of the same
ook, Cadurcis says, "and then they complain of my abusing
ngland, my mother-country; a stepdame, I take it." It Is,
ben, apparent either-that Mr. Diraeli made use of this, pub-shed or not, in writing the character of Lord Cadurcis ; or else
at this Is one ofthe curious Byron forgeries of George Gor-
on, which attracted such attention in 1852. It illustrates
ther Mr. Disraeli's mode of workmanship, or that of the clever
rger. Certainly the letter reads like a genuine letter of Lord
yron, and the handwriting appear undeniably. in hie auto-
aph. The water-mark on the paper is a crown with fleur de
, a sort of knot underneath, and the initials W8. interlaced
gether. I should add that the donor of this letter does not)em certain as to the date at which ho got it; but if hie im-
ession is correct, it of course bears out the view that it is an
doubted autograph.

THE BURIAL-PLACE OF THE POET GRAY.
A correspondent says :-A few days ago I paid a visit tooke Pogis, and soon found myself Ilbeneath these rugged

,s, those yew-trees' shade," that I might see where Gray wasd; but though I took great pains to find it, I could nowhere
e his name. At the moment when I began to despair of find-
g It, a persoh came out of the church, who showed me to a
imb-the one on which Gray sat when ho wrote his soul-ins-
ring 19Elegy. "--" This," said ho " Is where ho lies "; and
ter scraping away the rust and corrosion of a hundred years,read the following epitaph, penned by Gray himself, to the
Lmory of his aunt and hie mothor :-"l In the vauit beneathe deposited, l hope of a joyfnl resurrection the romains of
ary Antrobus. In the Samie pions confidence, beside her friendd sister, sleep the remains of Dorothy Gmay, widow ; the ten-
r, careful mother of many children, one of whom alone hade misfortune to survive her ; she 'dled March 11th, 1753.".t not a line does it bear to tell of hlm who afterward i foundslat resting-place beside her whose death hos touhingl
orded. As I did not conceal my surprise and astonishment
this, my attention was directed to a small stene a tablet ituld not be called, roughly daubed on the chnrch'wall, whichs almost unreadable from neglect and decay ; and which toldat " in the tomb opposite rest the romains of Thomas Gaythor of " An Elegy written in a Churchyard," &c. &c. wh
d August 6th, 1771." Here, I thought, in this ngc.e
ot, is laid a heart once pregnant with celestial fire, whichked to ecstasy the living lyre;•" and, for 28 years after hie~th, not a single lino was written which told where hie body.But in 1799.a monument was raised on the confines of the'k in which he churchee istte yi h ongour of andma

cv pot and who lies unnoticed intechurchyad adjoining"
ve been told that there are no descendants, and that no
einterest himself in the matter.


