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fISE OF THE nRAMA IN ENGLAND- of
1 (r

"ALt VrI worLn's A sTAGE Si

WILLIM FII'2S'EPIIEN, ai moink of Can- (r

terbiry, who wrote in the reign of an

Henry i, and died in 1191, in speaking a
of the peiformancos of the stage, says, as
London, instead of coinmon lterliides p
belonging to the theatre, hath plays of pC
a more oly subjlet; iepresentations
of those mira!cs'which the holy con-
fessors wrought, or ou the sufferings
wherein the glorious constancy of' the
martyrs did appear. In di rcign of'
Edward fL, it Was ordained by act or
parliaiment that ic strollers should be
whipped and banished ont of London,
on accolnt of the scandalous masque-
rades which they r3pesented. By
these nasquerades we are 10 understand
a species of entertainment similar to
the performances of the inummers; of
which soie remains were to be met
with so late as on Christmas Eve, 1817,
m ail obscure village in Cumber'land,
where there ivas a numerous party or
then. Their cirama relate to some
historical sublject, and several of the
speeches were in verse. :nd delivcred
with good emphasis. The whole con-.
cluded with ia battle, m which one of
the heroes mas subdued ; but the main
character was a jester, who constantly
interrupted the heroes with his buffoon-
ry, like the clown in flic tragedics of

Calderon, the Spanish Shakspere. The
play of Hock Tuosday, perforned be-
fore Qucen Elizabeth, it Kenilworth,
*Was in dumb-show, the actors not hav-

ing had tine to get their parts. It re-
presented, says Dr. Percy, in his
Reliques of Ancient Poetry, after Liane-
han, the outrage and insupportable in-
solency of the Dancs, the grievous
complaint of Hiluna, King EtheIred's
chieftain in wars; his counselling and
contriving the plot to desiatch them; '
concluding with conflicts (between
Danish and English warriors), and
their final suppression. expressed in
actions and rhynies after their manner.
One can hardly conceive a more regular
model of a complote tragedy. The
drama, in England, undoubtedly arose
nuch in the same way as it did in
Greece. The strollers, or vagrants,
with their theatres in the yards of inns,
answer to the company and exhibitions

Thespsis ; and the improrements worO

-adual, till at last, to use the words of

r George Buck, who wrote in 1631,
amatic poesy is so lively expressed

id represented oi the pubi stages
d the theatres of this city (Lonl),
1Rome, in the highest pitch of ler

o>up and glory, never saw it bette

ortormed.

nANC UP BAuY's stocI1N.

I-ang up baby's stocking,
Bc bure'oul doi' t forget

1'he deair littitC dinipledl darling,
She iicer saw C)iris:zaas nyet

But 1'-e toed her a1l aboet .
Andi she opencl bier big bloc cS:

Arnd l'n sure sihe timderstands il,
She looks so funny aind w ise

Dear: wvhat a tiny stocking I
1 t doesn' t take nuch to hofl

Such litte pink, tocs -as bab)?s
Away rror th Çrosc and c&d.

lint theni, for th, baby's ChdistmiS
It will never do atil

wVhy Sanra woidn'r le Iooking
For anything hif se ernall I

1 know wirt for the baly---
JI 've hought of the %,ery bcst 011%-

l'Il borrow a stocking of grandra.
The longcst that over eal

A ndyou'll bang it b>- mine, dear niother,

i;ht berc in the corner, s,
Anil wnte .1 letter to Santa,

nd fasten it on tu the toc.

Write : " This is the baby's stocking
rhat hangs in the corner letre:

voa never have seen ber, Santa,
For shc only caille teis >car;

13ut sh&es juist the bIcssedest baby---
And now before you go

Just -arna stocking with goodecS.
Frroîin the top ciein down to the toc.-

TIIE ACCUSING BIRDS.

MfUR.IDER is so greoat a crime, l'y
friends, that God almost alvays so Or-

dains that the wretches who commit it

are discovered and pur.ished evei in

this lifFe. Some curious stories are toid

on this subject. Hrc is a very extira-

ordinary one:-
St. Meinrad was a young lord of Sua-

bia, in Germany. in the flower of his

age ha left his illustrions family to coin-

miue with God in solitude. The ight

often surprised him reading the Sacred

Scriptures, a manuscript copy of w1icl,
with golden clasps, had cone clown to

-hin fromU his flthers. Often, too, he

meditated on the virtues, the holiness,

the goodness, and the miracles of the

Blessed Virgin. Ie made his vows i1

the Abbey of'Reichenau, situated in) the

Duchy of Baden, and he afte-wards left

it to take up his abode in a little her-


