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.In' the promise with which my last lettet lo
youpan,the, Bible-was. coneluded, 1 under.
took a task from the performarce o ‘which'X
ve be thérto deterred by'its very mag-
nitude and impoitince 1! the more I reflected-
upon! the ‘subject, the.more sensibly did 1 feel
“mysincompetency: to;do it justice, and by a
weakness so common in the woild flom the
apprehansion: of in"abi]it{_ to “avéomiplish ‘as
much’d3'T onght;'I 'have hitherto: beer with-
héldHrom the attempt to accomplish anything
‘atall:: Thug more than a year-has elapsed,
leaving me _still .burdened with’ the Joad of
ny promise: and in now’ uitertaking to dis-
cHargé'it, I'mbst préivise that'yon are only to
expéct the desiltory:and indigested thoughts
which-1 have not ‘the ,means of combininz
into a regalar and systematic’ work, * T'shall
not entangle myself in the controveisy which
hds domttifnes been ‘discussed with'a temper
not very cotigenial-either 1o the nature of the
question itself or the _qxldgupteg er_(_:_lp]gs 9(
Christianity, whether the Bible, | ike all dther
systems, of moralily, lay$ the ultimate basis of
a{lr" himdn ‘duties” in self-love; or whether it
enjoiris’iluties oi:the principle of perfect and
disinterested benevolence.; . Whetherthe obliga-
tions are. sanctioned hy a promise of Teward
or 2 menace of punishriznt, the iltimatomo~
tives Tor'its fiilfilmient may justly be attributed
to thé selfish ‘considetations. Butif obedience
1o:thewill of. Gad be: the universal-and only
foundation:of all moral duty, special injunc:’
tions may be ‘binding izpot” the ‘conseiences
of ‘méhn), although their pérformance: should
nof be ‘secured either:by the impulse of hope
or fear. S .
The Jaw given {rom Sinai was 2 civil and
municipal as"wéll '@ moral~ and religious
‘code; 1t Canitained many statutes adapted to
that time only, and to the particuldr cir¢um-
stances of the -nation to whom it was given;
.they, conld, of course, be biuding upon them,
and only upon thém, until abrogated by’ the
“satnd'authority which’ enacted them, as they
‘afterward were by the christian dispensition;
‘but;many . otherg Were of  universal . applica=
“tion,—:laws essential lo the existence of men
in’'soc1éty, ‘and most of which'have been en-
“aetéld by every ‘nation, which ever:professed
‘anyiende ‘of “laws, - But:the:Levitical was
« given by God himself; it extended to agreat
variety of objects of infinite itnportance to the

" whlfare-of-mén;-but=which“coild*not'‘come
“withit¥Vthe “reach '6f “uiman' legislation’; it
* combined the itemporal and spiritual ;authori-
: ties.together,.and regulated not only the ac-
. tiens but the passions of those to whom it was
_given. JI*It}}'f\iir_x"‘lﬂcégiiq,l:1.vt‘dx’-s'lcia.ﬁ‘ undertakeonly
* ta prestribe‘the actions 6f mer; they acknow-
- ledgeitheiriinability to govern and-direct the’
- sentiments of the heart ;- the very law itsell js
a rule of civil conduct, not of internal princi=
ples, aud there is rid’crime in the Povver of an.

" individinal- to-perpetrate--which he may-not.

demgn,project and_fully intend. without in~
- eutring guiltin the'eya of human law, Itis
one of the greatest marks of divine favor be-
stowed .upon the children of Israel, that the
Legiglator gaye them :rules not only of uction
but-for*the “governiment bf*'the hiéart:* There
-, were . ocgasionally: a few short sententious
principles of morality issued from the dracles
of Greece ; among-them, and undoubtedly.

"+ .the most,excellent of thern; was that of: self-

s,of Rome expressly says came
ipy fLapeniian ¢ o L) . X3
But'if* your woild remark the

hich one of the purést Aihb‘rhlist's"_

* ‘which the ten commandants were proclaimed
. by the . voice of the Alrp_ightiy_ Gad, ‘from’
nd {iglhitning, and

earthquake, i:vy the“sound &f the trimpet;and:

Jsinthe hearing:of six:hundred: thousand souls,,

;withshe, studied .secresy, and,
mimmery with which the Delph
oracles of the Grecia ‘Wert

H
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stery, and

- powersrecorded; in;'évery. part of; the  Bible

were ix}\(%ﬁglg_lﬁ;._ marked rwith grandeur, and

, sublimity worthy of the Creator of thé "woild;

" andBelbie Which the“godd of Homar) ot ex-

“icepfing ‘hig' Jupitér,"dwindle ifito" the *most

- contemptible _\,ipigme_s:;nhut?{on' 1no, ,accasion’
es

¢ Wag the- manifesfation. of the Deity,s0.solemu,

ily 20 caloulated to make indelible im-

Aipont the “imaginaliohy and soils of
emo ;{1sj‘tq whifi'He reveéaled Hiirigelfas
heit Hosdppeared 'in: the: chardcter of ;thejr
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-~ Thelaw thus dispensed was, however, i
.. perfect ;. it “was destined to be partly’

0

eilded 4N imprdvad into absoliite peiféction
+nany debs; afterwatds by thé cappearance; of

....Jesus Christ.uponzearth; - But.to; judge;of its
- ip.8Xgellencerasyh system ‘of ;laws, it must“he’

- ¥ » % X - !
ompared with himan “codes hich' ¥xisted
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“Cor wére Proniilgatéd at-neatly the satie age:

_of .the ‘world; in other:nations:; :Rémembeiy

. that th -_'I_ng»,was given. 1,490  years-before

.Christ Wwag born; at the time the Assyrian and
Egyptian‘monarchies existed ; but of their go-
vernment and'laws we kinow scarcely anything
save what is coliected from the Bible. Of the
Phrygian, ‘Lydian; and "r'rojan ‘States* at the
same_period, little more is known.. The Pre-
sident Gorget, in a very eélaborate and ingeni-
ous work on the origin:of letters, arts and sci-
ences among the ancient nations, says that
¢ theméxims, the civil tand -political: laws rof
these people:are absolutely unknown ; thatnot
even.an idea of them can be formed, with the
single exception of the Lydiang, of whom He~
rodotus asserts, that their laws'were! the -same-
as the Greeks®:=The same author contrasts
the total darkness and oblivion into which .all
the institutions of these mighty. empires have
fallen, with the fullnéss and eleavness, and ad=
mirable ‘composition of the. Hebrew code,ivhich

earth), aud enters so largely into the legislation
of almost every civilized hation upon the globe:
He observes “that theselaws'have been pre—
scribéd by -God himself: the - merely- human
laws of .other cotemporary nations cannot.bear
any comparison ‘with them. But my molive
in forming the comparison, is to present lo your
reflection’ss a proof-=and te my mind a very
strong proof—of the ‘reality of their divine
origin, - For how is it that the whole system of
government and administration, the municipal,
political, ecclesiastical, military. and morallaws
and " institutions which -bound - in’ society . the
numberless myriads of human :beings. who
formed for many successive ages the stupend-
ous . monarchies of Africa and Asia, should
have perished entirely “and’ beén obliterated
from the'memory of mankind; while the laws
of a paltry tribe of shiepherds, characterized by
Tacitus, and the sneering infidelity of Gibbon,
as ‘¢ the most despised portion of théir slaves,?
shauild not only have survived the wreck of
those enmipires, but- remairi ‘to this day rules-ol
faith and practice to every' enlightened nation
of the world, and perishable only with it? The
reason. is obyious: it is their intrinsic excel-
lence ivhicli'has preserved ‘them from the de-
struction which befals ‘all the works of mortal
man. .’ The ‘precepts ‘of the -decalogue alone
(says Gorget) disclose more sublime truth,more
maxim$ essentially suited to the happiness of
man, than all the writings of profane anliquity
putitogetheér can furiishi’ - The mote you medi-
tate’ on ‘the laws of Moses, the: more:striking
and - brighter. does their, .wisdom appear, . It
would: be a_laborious but not an unprofitable
investigation, to. reduce into'a regular classifi=
cation, like’that of the ‘Institutes: of - Justinian
orithe Comneéntaries of Blackstone, the:whole
Code of: Moses; which embraces .not only- all
the .ordinary’ subjects of Legislation, together
with the principles of religion” and morality,but
lais' of 'ecclesinstical ‘directiond concerning the
miniitest actions and dress of:indfviduals.“-"i'his‘,
however, would lead me -too far fromn my pre-
sent purpose, which is merely to consider the
Bible as a system of motality 5 T shall there-
fore motice thosé ‘parts-of the Jaw which may’
be Teferved “particularly “to “that- class, and at
present must confine myself to a. few- remarks
upon the decalagie itself, which, having been|
spoken by the voice, and " twice “written upon:
theé'stone tables by’ the finger ‘of ‘God, may be
considered as thie foundation 6f-the whole sys-
lem-—of the- ten commandments, emphatically
so called, for the extracrdinary and miraculous
distinetion by which they were proinuigated . -
" The'first foar are religious laws. The-filth
afid- tenth ‘are” properly.-and peciliarly. moral
and’ domestic rules: . The other four are of .the
criminal department -of municipal laws,” The
mnity of the Godhead, {li¢’ protiibition of mak
ing eraven images to  worship-that' of takin;
Tightly”(or'in vain*as:the English: translatio
expresses it) the riame. of the:Deity; and the:
injunction: to observe fhe, Sabbath as a day
sanctified and set-apart for His"worship, were
all'intéided 'to ‘ingulcate the reverdnce for:the
one’only and‘trie God-“that profound and pen—
étratin%’:sqnti'men‘t of:piety:which; in.a former
lelter, I urged as the-great and only immoyable:

| foundation of all himan virtne, Next'{o' the

- Theupiirasulons Sinterpositions ~6f +Divine | Coiies toward the Creator, thit of honoting the

earthly parentsis enjoitieds’ It is to:them: that
every individual'owes the gréatest obligations,
and; to them that. he;is_consequently boind by
the first.and strongest of all éarthlytigs.” The
following commands, applying to’ the felations
{betwedn'man "aiid “his" fellow “moitals; are:all
negative, “a&.:their application- wasuniversal
to:every human, tbeing ::i.-e it . was.not re.
quired that any_posilive acts of bénéficensd i
ward them, should' be performed, bt only to.

their persons 5: 2nd—="in theix property.;" Srd—tin

véfy-souree ‘oft al huian ‘actiofis—ihe heatt
and Spositively;.forbids all ‘those:. desires whigh
fizst - prompt and.Jead Ao every fransgression

tukés, * "Vain'indéed’ wonld > be’!
among thewrilings of-profane-antiquity (ot

merely . of -that: remote. antiquity, but’ evenin

Has notonly‘descended to us -entire, but still |-
continues the national code of the Jews (scat-{
tered as.they are over the; whole face of the |

‘now he is humble, conscious of having sinned,

| The best Chrisli%ns can ordinarily luok back |-
abstain ‘from - Wionging- thém;’ either: 1st—<in|itl
‘heir conjugalirights ; 4th—in theirgood name 3| God;.
| alter which, all the essential.enjoymenits of life | €O
being this guarded fiom volunidry injury;ithe
tenth"and ‘clgsing commandment goes tofhe:| !

upon the property and right'sf oot fallow:cren-,
thié :'search,;

; : .
the -most ‘refined and philosophical- ages of )brought:into a new state, and:a most intere:
Creece and Rome)) to find 'so broad, so com- {ting change is praduced in his conduet. . Her
plete and so solid a basis for morality, as this | indeed, -the .analogy. stops. : The diffe
decalogue lays down. . Yet I have said it was |:between the two changes which are here
imperfect—its sanctions, its rewards, its pun~|pared;proves that. the mode and circum:
ishments, had reference “only " to. the. present | ces'of their production must be very, different,,
life, and it had no injunctions of positive-bene- | Seripture and experience lead. us. 10, believg:
ficence toward our neighbors:: Of these the |thatthe change:which makes a man a,Ohiis=
lniw was not entitely destitute:in :ils:other |{ian is gradual, progressive. .'The Scjiptures,;
paits; but; both'in this respect and in the other,.|are very far from speaking of regeneration.,
it wak to be perfected by Him who brought life |and conversion,-in. the language of human .
and immortality to light in the gospel. ~ Upon|systems, as eflects, which take place in a;
-which subject you shall hear more, moment. On the contrary, regeneration and, ' -
i From your affectionate Father comversion are spoken ..of: as if they were
B Joun Quincy ADAMS. tnklpg_plz\c_e&hrough thewhole o_ﬂhﬁ_s.; 1 The

Chrigtian . is continually experiencing - the
change which is expressed by these ‘and
similarterms. . . . . 0 o

¢“I consider thal’ experience as. well as .
Scripture proves the gradual production of the
change of heart, or the new birth.” Our: ob-
servation will teach us that great changesare -
‘not often suddenly produced in the. human
character. There are, indeed, instances of
men who are suddenly stopped in a career of
sin, and seem almost in . moment to. turn
back and retrace.their steps.” Butreligion is
generally introduced and formed. in us by a
gentler operation. * Where teligious instruc=
which conscience forbids are indulged ! How |tion has been given it early years, there is
many deviations from the path of God’s com- | always some conviction of duty. to God, some
mands are registered in the memory of every | sensibility to sin, some uneasiness at negléet
man“who practises the duty of self-recol-|of religion, some vague purpose of improve-
lection! A religious character, then, -is an}ment.  This secems to be the first stage'of {he
‘aequisition, and implies a change; a change | religious character; and some never ‘pass
which requires labor and prayer—which re- | beyond: this, beyond a feeble and deceitful
quires' aid and strength from heaven; a|purpose of being better. . Others as'they ad-
chunge so greatand important that it deserves | vanes, have their attention in various methods,
to be called a “ new birth.”” The Christian | drawn to religion and a fature life. . Perhaps
is a new man. Once the dictates of con- |some gross sin, into which they are hurried,
science might have beew heard; now they {startles their consciences and forces on then
are obeyed. Once an-occasional gratitude |the thought of their exposure to God’s dread-
might kave shed a transient glow through his | ful displeasure.. . Perbaps some religions com=-
heart 3 now the Divine goodness isa cherished | panion or good example wins their affections,
thought, and he labors to requite it by an|impresse« them with. the loveliness and im»
obedient life. - Ouce his ‘passions were his | poriance of Christian virtue, and shaws them
lords ; now-he -bows to.ihe.authority, and|by contrast .their own miserable deficiency.
waits to hear the will of God.. Once human'| Perhaps some afiliction throws a gloom over
opinion” was his guide, and human favor the’ the present state, leads them to consider .the
reward he proposed’; now he feels that|emptiness ofthe world, and the need of Divine
another eye is upou'him; - thiat ‘his heart and | support, and directs their dejected minds.to
life are naked before' God, and-to approve |that Gospel -which is the only comforter of
himself 10 this-righteous and wnering wit~] human- woe... Perhaps .sudden, unexpected
ness and judge -his highest ambition. < Onée | blessings . recall powerfully .10 them - their
he wasTeady to repine and despond when: his { heavenly Benelactor, and fasten. on. them..a
wishes and labars were crossed ; inow he sees painful sense of their ingratitude.. . Perhaps -
a providence inrlife’s vicissitudes, -the: dis: |an alarming providence, dangerous sickness,
cipline of-a father.in his sofferings, and bears | the  near approach of : death; appals; fconip'el; e
his : bardens;: and - performs -his : duties, with | them to look.inito eternity, and.to feel the na-
cheerful i resignation  toHim* who *assigns | cessity’ of -preparation for.another life. .Per-
them. Once he wassufficiently satisfied with | haps a serious discourse arrests their thoughts
‘himself; orunwilling to feel Lis deficiencies ; | and convinces them that the concerns of their
souls are too weighty: to_be trifled with, « By
these and. other.means,. their. attention..is
awakened to. religion.: : Attention  produces .
solicitude j for none can:think serivusly;on
the subjeet .without feeling.that they. have
sins to-be forsnken, 1o be forgiven. . This:go-
licitude produces prayer ;. and prayer obtains
the aid and influence of.our .mereiful Father
in: heaven..:-The- Seriptures . are. read :with
new - seriousness, : interest,.'self~application,
The mediation and promises- of -Jesus Christ '
aré ‘embraced with new-: gratitude-and hope.
His example appears more amiable, excel-
lent; worthy. of ‘imitation. ‘and. obedience ;
aross sins are forsaken  irregular desires:are
checked ;igrudually the deliberate purpose is
formed: of following him ;. and at-length -this
‘becomes tlie strongest ‘and -most seftled pur-
‘pose’of the'soul. wis sz bty i )

s % This imay ‘be’considered as an'outlineof .

‘the ‘generdl ‘'method :of  regeneration: I
sensible that ‘there is a.great.variety
paths by which men:are brought 16 Go
two minds resembleeach - other.in{al
feelings.>-The- religious history.of.eve an
is in some mensure his own, peculiar to him-~
self.t The:experience: of*each 'is:infliended’
‘by his education, his companions, the kind’of
instruction~hehears;and—by - his* natural
temperament: : The timidanind:is awakened

-
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“Ts a man a Christian by his first birth, or
do his early propensities impel him to the
cultivation of ‘Christian virtues in proportion
as they are known? Do sensual and earthl
desires hear -the voice of conseience, shrink
at once ‘within the limits which reason as-
signs, and lerve the throne of the heart to the
Creator? IHow many desires and habits

desirous to discover his errars contyite in  his
acknowledgments,. earnest in his application
to Divine merey, and resolute in his-opposition
to:temptation..: Once:the thought of a Saviour
sufferiug for humun pardon, and rising. from
the'dead to confer immortality, excited little
interest ;: now -the promises, love, cross,: and
resurrection of Jesus come -home to-him with-
power,und iiwaken gratitude and hope.  Oncé
he:lived chiefly. for himself :..now he has
learnt to love his fellow-beings avith.a sincere
and an efficient kinduess, to lose sight of him=
self in' the prosecution of benevolent designs,
to- feel- for:the . misery, .for thie sins, .of those
around: him, and to endure labors and sacri

fices, tha. he muy g.ve relief to the frail body,
and peace and health to'the:immortal mind.
To conclude,~—once he was alive to injury,
and suffered anger and revenge to direct his
treatment of an enemy ; now. his indignation
is, tempered by, mercy, and.hg"i. reddy to

forgive, - ... LTS i

% From, this brief:sketch, from this. cormn-"
parison. of : the Christian charactér with that]:
to.which otir nature is so proiie, do.we ot see
that:a’great.change is required. to ;nake men
Christians .. I, do. not . say. that the- saine
change.is-1equired jn all..".1 do. not gay that
education has no ifluénee. ., I donét say that
Christianity, now thil i is so widely.diffuséd, | by the terrors of the.Lord; th
and so early ¢nforced on ‘the.mind,, ma ‘0ot factionate 1 is:-drawn by hi e
check many passions before'they h - {'amidst: this ;great variety; the, multitudeof
upiinto habits.. ., But, after, ali; the benefits of | Christians: agree. in this, ‘1hat they can-point-
discipline, . wesee our. nature still, weak, ‘e~ |10 no particular moment: when a'charige was: "~
ring, . yielding . to; temptatiofi, , isglige -was wrought .in’:their hearts. : Theirirehgion
known duty. ,; S1ill, 10 be Christians, a has -grown up by Fdegrees,  veryioften-as -
silently aud amperceptibly as’ the.tr

much to put off, to subdue, 0, correet,
nounce j.and ull haye mueh to put on, 1o de~| which is compared—sends  forth its roots:and
;o800 thal  the: Christian | brarches.? . . y P

quire, 110 cherish.., 'So:-ih
character may still be called a zécond. birth..

to the period;”

) ¢ ien‘they “Wwere governed by [
thy Principles}; 'whién the | God hath,chosen the. vin

werfal than conséience and| oreeps upon the, helptul, wall;
when the sé‘ixéé'of’d\ily' was'| the soft and patient; lamb
it and “uninfluentiall’” By | mild~and . guileless, dove..
b1 G s Piomises' of { peared to:Moae
.and, by the, secrét’ influericés of | nor-th
spint on’ the héait, , they ‘have:'béen
d to - faith,;Hope; and * loves whicli' may:
alled a ' new li ey liave b'ee,i born

sturdy ‘oak, nor * the spi
ush- humble, sl
shi. heiwonld, by thes
check the arrogance; of; nan.:;
5 cureth love like humilit

I YRT M o~ s’, ‘}\é? 18 n"ge 'nd i = :
blafice ‘Betivéen  birth ‘and” the’prodactionjof || - We confess small faults;

Vb

the Christian chardetér” " By both: a: being is | that we havemno great ones. ;




