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N 'can t; learu wlule you and l\hss Mu1dstone are: by I
L gan’t indeed 7.

e C.m’t you, mdccd Da.vxd "” he saxd
tlmt.”‘ ,‘

- He had 'my, head as.ina vxce, “but T twmed 1ouud )

\Vc’ll e Y

lum somehiow, and stoppcd ‘him for a moment, .entreat-

ing him not to Lieat me.’

bit it through. ' It sets‘my. teeth on edge to-think: of it.
. Hlebeat me then, as ifhe would h'wc beaten me-to
Above all.the noise we made, I he.nd thcm
running up ‘the stairs, - and erying out—TI heard my mo-
ther erying out—and. Peggotty. Then he was gone;;
and the door was locked outside; and I was ]ym

It was only for,a moment that,
I stoppcd him; for he* cut me heavily an. instant after- -
ward, and in’ the same'instant I cwlrhb the hand witht©
“luch hé held me in my mouth, botween my tecth,. and’

fevered and hot, and torn, and sore; and raging in my !

-puny way, upon'tlic floor.”

How well I recollect; when I became quiet, whatan
unnatural stillness'seemed 'to'réign through the whole
house ! How well I remeniber, “Wwhen my smart and
passion began to cool, how wicked I began to.feel !

I sat hbtcnmn— for a long while, but thcrc was not-a
sounds.~ Leraw led up from the floot, and saw my face
jnithe glass, so swollen;: red,’ and’ Ugly,” that it almost
frightened me. My stripes were’ sore and stif)’ :md
m'1de me,. ety afresh,” when I'moved.; but thcy Jvere
‘nothing to.the guilt. I felt. I l'my hc.wlm onmy breast
sthan! 1[' ‘I had Lu.(_n a most - atrocious; cumuml ‘I ‘dare
Say’. . "‘.h'» ,'y‘\\(,"r-"

Tt had begun to grow d ik, a
“for the'most ‘part, 'with’ my licad
dozing, . and’ loo]ung

upon the,sill; by turns crying,
hstlc]essly out), when the, key was, turned,

amilke; i These: ishe put’ down:upon the table th]xout [

1 I ]md s]mt the wm-.

. ‘and Miss. o[ -
. ‘Murdstoné . came in with sowe bread ‘and: meat, . and.

word; glaring: :at me the while, with exempliry: firm--

“ ness,-and then retired;: “locking’ the door after her,

Long after it was d.nk I sat there, w ondering” w])e-
“ther dny body clse would, come. Vhen this '1ppcmed
improble for that night, Iundressed,, and went to bed ;
and, thelc, I bcf‘ra.n to wonder fearfully what would be
done to me, W’hcthcz it was o criminal act that I had
‘committed ?-  Whether T should be taken into custody,
aud sent to “prison ? \Vhothm L was at all in d'mgcl
of being hanged ? B
© I never slmll forget the waking, next morning; the
being cheerful and hesh for the first moment, dnd then
the bemg weighed down by the ‘stale .and dismal op-
pression of remcmbx ance.  Miss Murdstone re-appeared
before T was out: of bed; told me, in so.muny words,
that I was free to-wall in the :garden for half-an hour
and no'longer; and retived, leaving the door open,
that T xm"lxt avail myself of that permission.

1.did so, and did so every miorning of my xmpuson-
;ment, which lasted five,days. If 1could have, scen my
:mother alone, I should:have gone. down on my- knees
~to her and hesought her fmgu'cucss, but I.saw no one,
Miss Murdstone L\ccpted during thé' whole time—Lex-
“cept at evening prayers.in the p:ulor ‘to ‘which' I was
escorted by Miss Murdstone after, every hody else Was
‘placed; where I was stationed, a young outlaw, ‘all
alone by myself near the door; and .whenee- I wvas
solemuly conducted by my jailor, before any onearose
from the devotional posture. I only observed that my
mother was as far ofl from me as she could be, and kept

‘her face another way 30 that I Rever’ xaw 1t .uxd that; ‘
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“yard,

Mr, ’\Imdatone 'S h'md s bound up m Q. Im ge huneu,

CWrapper. i,
r.r:The legxgt;l. of those five day:
to any.one. e
membrance.. . The' “ay in’ wluch Ihstencd to al, the '

mcxdents of, the ‘Thouse that, mndc t])unsclvcs audxble :
to ‘me; thé ringing of the bclls, .the -opening : sand
shuttmw “of dooxs, thc murmering - of voices,: thc foot-
stcps on the. stairs.;" to :any ]mmhm Wwhistling, . 'or

+singing, ’ outside, w, hiely; seemed , more (hama.l than any- .
~thing cls¢ to, me in my: sohcudc and.: disgrace—the: un--.

.eer tam pace.of, the Lours; especnlly at mght, avhen I -
would wake thinking” it:was morning, :and - find . that

- the family were ot yet gone to bed,. “and. that. all-tho- .
-length, of night. had _‘,et to come—the depressed dreamis

and m”htm.u os T had—the return tof day, noon, after-.-

‘noon, evening, . when thc boys, played in the eliurch- "
and Ivatéhed them from a distance within:the

room, -being ashamed, to_show, myself at the: swindow:

- least thcy should know L.was a pmsonel—thc strange .
sen$ation of: never hearing. myself: speal—thefleoting -

“intervals, of: somothing. hl\e ¢heerfulngss, - which /eame:
“with eatmg and. dxml\m -and went awny with jbmthe
sottm" in of rain ohe cvcnmg, "with 'a fresh smell, and
its coming down -faster and;fastor between me and. tho

chmch, mml it and’ "al;hcung night;:scemed; th quenclt ..

_mejin, gloom and. fear,;and remotse—all this. appearsito .

"have gone round and round;for ycars instend of duys, it
*is. S0 vwxdly and stl.ongly st'uupcd .on my 1emem—
bmnce. R

“On"the last nmht;_ of my,lcstmmt I wns nwakoned
by learing my own:name, spo]\cu ina wluspm Lo 1 started
up, in: bed, :md putting out my arms’in the dm_k, (snid z
e Ty that,you, Peggotty 272 ‘

B here was no immediatc answ or but prcsently I hcmd ‘
;my name again, ; in a tone so very, mysterious-and wwiul,
;that'I think I should. havé gonceinto a:fit, ,if it hadinot © .
‘ocenrred, to. mo; tlnt it, must lmvc como t]nough tho
]u,y]lolc L M

T groped my way to thc door, and puttmg my own
hps to the keyhole, "w luapercd - o

¢ Ts that you,. Pcmfotty dear?”.

“ Yes, my own precious Davy,”.. she chhcd
s soft as a mouse, or. the. Cat’ilbhear us.?.. 1
T understood tlus to-incan-Miss Muxdstonc, nnd was
sensxblc of tho urgenoy of the ca.se, her room bcmg
close by. - v et
© « ow’s Mn.ma,. de'u Peggotty 3 Is sho v»ry nngry
gwithme 22 00 . ;

I t,ould Ilo'u chgotty crymg sofcly on hor sxde of the
Keyhole, as I'was domrr on ming,. bcfore she u.uswercd
“No.. -Not . vcry

«What is going to bc donc thh me, .Peggotty dear ? :
Do you kiow 2”7 .

«'S¢hioo),  Near Londan ' was Peggotty s :ms“ er..
I was obhgcd to got | her to repeat 1t, forshe spoke it
.the first time quite down my throat,.in consequence of
my ]mvmg forgotten: to . take my mouth away. from the
‘keyhole and, pub my car there; and, though her; words
tickled me agood deal, I didn’s’ hear, them. :

¢ \Whén, l’cg otty ez ‘

« To-morrow.”? . :
oeeTs, that the reason “lxy sts \Iurdstone took thc
clothes out of .my drawers 27 wluch she hnd done,
though T bave forgotten to menhou it :

“ ch 3. said Peggotty. ¢ Lox ” et

“Sllanclsuehmmn"” : S et
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