THE PARENT'S CURSE,

“MM«MMM NN A——— MMWMWW
S and tiresome attentions with which the young 1 might follow, But, lord Percival, too much irrie
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lng Pereival, distinguished a cortain yYoung ¢ tated to reply, tovk refuge in n paper; und af.
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Yawho suspeet from mere politeness, bore

{owiny whyt

g ter arranging her flowers she left the room, say-
she conld not by regard as a painful } ing as she did 30, “Now for our walk, good
Bat the case to which I more parti- i people,” and humming o merry air, sho ran
r fell under my own immediats ob- lightly to her chamber. '
reake. his morning! When I cntered thoe § “How could you be so cruel, de'ar Lady Har.
“Ast-room, whe found I but papa’s youth- | riet, as to make reference to my being, werely by
riend, Qir James Wilmot, and my chosen | nceident, alone with Sir James?” asked Florence.
** Come, now, don’t mind it! J only meant to
give Fred a bit of a start; for if he once beging
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(‘fmm“mh, Miss Oakley, and by the appearan-e

® Partics when they found themselves inter-
Tupte, .

Mice - 3000t but jnfer that, if it pleascs her, ! get to fear a rival, I think it might help him :5».:.
W':s akley way in due time become the Lady | along vastly well, for I fear he is but & slow
» ot » suitor.”
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“ Hamet! Harriet!” exclaimed the Countess, f “Do you know the lady Emily Percy ?” ask-
sl 38not tolerate such rudenesst- Was it to in- { ed Florence, anxious to turn the thoughts of lady
"}d Tidicule AMjsg Oakley that you wished g Harriet into another channel B
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the:nte her l?ither?—l must say that, here. * Certainly! she was in school the first ‘year [
gum's o °Pe, if not on Your own, at least the ! was there, but being some three Years oldcr than .
Satirg s Four parents, may be exempt from your ¢ myself, T had but little to do with her lndy;hip.'
Lege Being the daughter of a duke, you could hardly
Cage, o> Harriet mizht just refer to another ; expect she would distinguish particularly the
“ of h; ich ~“'0uld assist to establish the validity ; daughter of an earl, who was likely to be still ’
; Civgy :’3‘ Iaportant discovery,” said lord Per. ; school girl after she had secured a settlement in
tig “he forgets, or perhaps neglects to men- ; life; but thanks to the rapid course of ¢father
! g 2 our frieng Lawton shows alarming | time,’ I shall soon be free from the bondage of
li Ploms of h:m‘ng been affected by the pecu. ¢ the schoolgroom, and then I shall contest stoutly
{ Wh ‘_“'l'ns\nm torefer to o certain young ]nay i with my lady the title she has long usnrpegi, that
i Not ; : t be. ?uo:ed as another case, were it | of reigning belle.” . . :
l‘e.: anllege of the sex to escape from “Is she very beautiful?”
: v “Why, yes! and so were the dolls which
poed 8ip E:e walk op ride this morning?” exclaim- ampsed our days of babyhood. Ske has a face
: he fay t1‘8-'5.1' 0scae, rising from the table, as { in which each feature is perfect as if it wag
‘ b the oﬁf“ 3 severe retort was about tobe made wrought in wax, with cheeks well tinged either
h: : :::;e ]i.(-]y' which he iwith characteris- g b_'y the roses of na'mre or the_ x"ouge of ‘the dr.ug-
Trige, te ished to prevent, Come, lady § gist; large blue eyes, and a rich profusxon' of‘ jet-
oo Ty WS What s he order of the day? ty ringlets.  Qur dolls had these; and this is all
i Yoy : * Certainly,” ¢he answered, Thatjs | her ladyship can boast, for if the animation of the
- 5?".7 2re i:xgy My decision! for, a5 some of our | features be an index of the soul, she must be
; xn"hst . Ompetent 1o manage a horse, not- |- wholly destitute of that part of human existence,
ot thay, S the worlg would still retain its pre- g But why do you ask#”
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€ of § . : i
e tellect, T might feel some twinges 7 “Sir James was telling me how very beautiful

i N
¢ }%“ e:lfe”, they were brought back with * she is, when you made your appearance this
: ea:he ‘\'ho]:. Pa ¢ 1aorning,” she answered evasively,
) ;”d Q"“nle:?{ rose from {heir seats,—the | ¢l you may judge for yourself, for ghe
! elihe:t Cach "Qi;res Yoked confu.ed and displeas-  will be Lere to-morrow; having spenta few weeks §*
iy, to . é;(.d the reproof they felt in- | at the house of a relative near Dover, the duke,
i Loy b N l?ﬂd f; ed‘- :)E']Zilr saw that his ligtle | who cscorts her home, now the visit has terminu-' v
’ "“gh:st"y Tef, l}:e Vinide the I'adies Julia and E|- ted, has written to infor us that he intends to
by Bty room g ;¢ fearful thyt they | do us the honor of inflicting himself and daugh-

Orence wag fol.lowin;:, an evil not to be avoided, so we must endeavour to
°r 0 assist in ATTANgInG & { Jear with them; but notwithstanding the lectures
of mamma, if her lad yship docs not demean herself
!0y taste, she must bear a part of the kindness
I somnctimes bestow on Percival, Stop! do not

€ earl and countess fullow.
nm:"‘lifnbcrs of the breakfast party,
10 80 hegr what they feared
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MOwent beeoy the victims of }' ter upon us for a day or two. Now, this seems

interrupt me) fop I have a little lesson to




