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whîch. were lavislied upon them in public, 1 atgued, and of course
correctly, that the gentlemen were disposed at ail tixues, audlin &Il
plaes, to do justice to their mernt8, and that any lack of devotioni
whir.h. they might expenence, arose from some defeot in themselves.
Being of an inquisitive turn of mimd, 1 set myseif to discover whether
it were possible that creatures, apparently of so etheriat. a nature,
could be tainted with. imperfections. 1 have often observed how
vcry frcquently continue d diligYence in amy undertaking la followed
by suecess; snd in nothinç 18 this great utural Iaw more strikingly
and 8atisfactorily cxeniplihied than in the business of faultrhunting.

Accrdà'ingy had mot proceedcd far in my explorations of the
foanale chianaceter, before 1 struck upon several interesting specimens
of the ore of which 1 was in quest. One of thec largest and riohest
puggcets of it which I threw up was tho variety known as decep-
6ives. 1 have been acquainted with mamy younig ladies, appa-
remtly of se, thougless a disposition, so dcvoted to, trifling and
mnerriment, that the seemed to, regard ecd succceding year
nierely as a new Comic Animal; and yet, after a few semsons
of dclightful frivolity, they have suddenly degenerated into active,
earnest and tidy housekeepens. Other>, again, wvhom I had neyer.
s.uspeted of amy baser inclinations than those which dirccted them.
!o the piano or Telemaque, I have cangbit, after marniage, engsged
in superintendiug the roastilug of beef; or the bakimg of pies, appa-
rently wiith more emcrgy than they ever displayed in the presence
of thoir mnusic or Frenci teachen; and this, notwithstanding the
ny vears anxiety of careful parents, lest their daugliters ahould,

injure their matrimonial prospects by learning the nature of a
kiteben, or diseoverinag the plant which produces that much used
article of dict, called bread-and-butter.

Another very prominent fauit which I have detected in th'e
female characten, la an indisposition to, listen to reason. This pecu-
lianity migit, penliaps, be charitably regarded as a misfortune, rather
than as a fault, wvere it flot that, imstead of humbly ackxiowledging
their defL~et, and striving to overcome it by yie1ding in ail things to
the opinions of the wisen se;, the subjects of this infinnity too fre-
quently express a soycneign contempt for the exercise of the reason-
ig faculty-that godlike power ivith which man (in contradistine-
tien to, woman) is se largely endowed. I have been often pained
on chancing to constitute an unwilling auditor, while a wonthy gen-
tleman lias endeavored. to convinre his wffe of the propriety and
advamtage of lus pursuing some questionable line of conduot. Té
ail bis arguments, which, I arn proud to, say it, appeared most con-
clusive, the lady ivould turn a deaf car, ànd pensist lu lier own
irrational notions, promouncing his most elaborato syllogismas to, be
Ilsttuff," and Ilnonsense:' And what rndered ber weakness the
more provoking was, that thc fates, as if to, huinor ber to fle top of
ber bent, geuerally rnanaged to, twist events in sucli a inanner as te
ninke it appear, in the end, that ber "lnotions" were not fan from.
the truth, and that the gentlemxan's conclusions wcro dccidedly
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