
18 I300KSELLER ANI) STAtIO14ER

DEPARTMENT, STORES IN ONTARIO.
TuIS DISCUJSSION ON Mit. 1MII)DLTON S BIILL IN Tîtti ONTARIO I.EGISLIATURE.

S INCE the last issue of Titc BOOK-SELLEIt AND SIATIONRR appeated the
Ontario Legisiatuie discussed the bill nf the
inember for H-ailton relating to départ-
msent stores. It will be rcmembercd that
the bill was very short and provided that

any clty having a population cf over
30,o00 inhabitants could impose a tax upon
any departmental store carrying on more
than three distinct classes of business, a
special tax te bie imposed upon each ad-
ditlonal lune. Mr. bliddieton said that the
departmental store hadt deteriorated the
mnercantile-standard cf the business cf the
country and bad brougbt in a Cheap John
system of tradte.

Mr. Haycock <Patron) said that bie was
not preparcd ta say that he was opposed -to
the piciple af thse bill, but lie thought that
a good purpose would ho served if the bill,
being thus brought -ta thc notice of the
flouse, bie dropped until thse ncxt session,
when thsere would bie more dîme for con-
sideration.

Mr. flowland (Conservative. Toronto),
pointcd eut-that in Vienna, whcre a license
was rcquircd for every trade, permission te
conduct a departinental store w»s refused.
He said that lie usentioncrl this to show that
thse matter was a proper one for législation.
He w»s not of the opinion that -the stores
cauld bie prohibited. but they could bie re-
stdicted.

Mr. Meacham (Conservative) suid that
the bill1 was af such importance that it
shauld lave been a Government bil. Thon
if big stores were ta o aed wby could not
factories hotaxed? ThelHouseeugbt to ho
consitent. Ifit attacked the stores itsbould
attack the factories. He thauglit the bill
incomtplete.

-A SEXROVS MAlTER.

Nir. Hlardy (the Premier) said that wben
the smaller tnýdesman, wbo w»s expert at
bis business, was crcwded out by thse large
businesses it was a serious matter, and-it
wu aise a iierious thing ta interfere-with the
natural channels of trade. He was net
stating, bowever. that he wus opposed te
thse principle of the bill. He thought that
thée departusental store destroyed individu-
ality as well as propcrty. He. bowever.
tbougbit that more tume sbould ho allowed,
so tUat thse matter could be locked into.
No anc could-sec thse aigns oUbusiness firms
-wbichb hui been &long Ring street-for )ears
corne down wAitbout-a feeling of sympathy.
He-hinied that a Parliamentary committee
to taise évidence on bath sides of thse ques-
tion and-to enquirt into the wages of cm-
ployes etc., would ho appointed-before thse

next session. lie suggested that thse bill
should be withdrawn.

Mr. Whitney (Conservative leader) said
the gravity and importance et the subject
was sucb that it would net be passible te
deal with it in an intelligent way with thse
time or double thse time at their disposai.
He had- strong synipatby with the abjects cf
the bill. Coming from a rural constituency,
ho knew, perhaps, better than mtembers
froni chties, that thse retail inercbants
througbout thse country were suffering terribly
from the systens of departmnental stores.
Thse Governnent would have ta grapple
with-tIse question sooner or-later, and adopt
some means af solving it. If thse bill had
been întraduced carlier in thse session sanie-
thing might bave been done.

HA») 1(15 SviMPATHY.

Mr. -Willoughby tConservative) said tisat

no measure of greater-importance liait been
brought before thse Hause during Uic session.
Nothing was doing marc harm in thse corn-
munity than departmnental stores, and-Uic
harm -would bave ta lie counteracted b>.
législation. He w»s In entire syrnpathy
%ith the bill.

Mr. Cleland (Libéral) dcfended thc de-
partmnentat stores. Thcy wcrc ail aver thse
world, he said, and hoe did not sce bow or
why tIse> cauld or should lie lcgislated
againit. If peaple coutl buy their goods
better and cheaper framn thern tisai else-
wbere, there wau ever, reourt for thear
existence. Something bad been nid about
people going there and working for little
wages. Why did tbey ga there? Thse
wages in amaller stores were nat un>. better.
Lots af tbe people who went ta tbese stores
camne fromt thc country. There was land in
plens>. and work enough for them on Uic
farm,.but they wanted ta camne ta Uic aity,
and were willing ta work for one, anc and a
half, two, or tlire dollars per -weck. He
did net thinis thse House could do anytbing
on the matter, or wbat benefit would retuit
from atsy stops taken.

Mr. McNicbal- (Patron) thought- it was a
question of thse greatest gaod ta the greatest
number, and tlierefore there w» -some justi-
fication for thse stares.

Mr. Matheon-(Conservutive) painted-out
thse great difficulties is Uic way of dcuiing
with thse question.

Mr. -Strattan- (Libéral> Uiougbt thse most
successful way ta grapple with Uie question
was far-the cit>. tou théUi concerts for all
Uice gaads on the premises.

Mr. St. John (Canservative) nid that as
ail monopolies inter<cred with private rigts
thse House could naot "l with tic juestian

uni... It deait wlth -monopolies or ua
monopolies.

SYXPATIIY 15 CI4EAP.

Mr. Middleton (Libéral) defendcd a iii
Referring ta the sympathy exprsm'à by
various members, he said, "Sym ý-'« is
cheap, anyhow." He hoped that ilhose ~
who bad expressed themseles as in o -rd
with the abjects of the bill would keep t-heir
promises ini mind when it camne til next
year,

The bill was then witbdrawn.

VIKWS 0F THE MONTREAL TRADE.
(Froa ouar Specdat Cov0pondent.)

-loNTRP-AL, Mtay 8, 1897.

T HRE re evealthings in the new

toanmd whlch tbey feel ta be an injustice ta
a trade whicli bas been always held in liigh
esteem by all classes of thc people.

The part that gives most annoyance is
onc introduced-by thc Conservative Govern-
ment. and retained by the présent Govern.
ment, by which colleges, free libranies and
numerous other bodies- arc exempted front
paying duty. Under tbe old tariff the bock-
sellers found thîs vcry bard, as the privilege
was mnuch abused and these bodies did ail
their-own importing, causing a great loss to
the boakseller, wba, bowcver, was coin.-
pelled ta kecp just as large a stock ta caver
the possible wants af bis customers. The
hope af the trade was that under -a Govern-
ment professing ta favor a revenue tariff
anly ail classes wauld ho treatcd alike.
Thcy accordingly tbought that thc Gavern-
ment cauld recognize no exemptions, but
that ail classes sbould be treated alike.

The increase in duty froni 6 cents a pound
ta 2o p.c. ad valoirern bas aIsa caused znuch
dissatisiactian, being entirely ini the intcrests
of the publisher. those of the bookselling
trade being disrgarded. The-tendency cf
this is ta ebeapen the cbeap, trasby bocks
and rau vcry considerably the prnce of
literary or scieritific booksu.

,Among the -list af prcbibitedl articles is
found: -Reprints of Cavadiai copyright
wocks, and reprints of iBritish copyright
works."' Wtb the first parn no ane dis-
agrées. Nor with thc second, if it were
slightly modified.' As it stands, kt prabibits
the importation ot books fram- the United
States wbk -are publisbed simultaneously
in l3ntaln and in thé Unité& States. Sul>.
pose, for instatice, a-bookw«ere paiblisbed by
Macniillaii & -Co., who bave a- publishing
housein Iondon-and another in New York.
Such a baok wauld bave to be impartcd frin
London. This the bookseUlers bere de-
nounce. and wisb to bave altered sa ibat ;dl
books putiished under international copy-
right cuis be imported as befare.

It might b, mentioncd bee t"aan artic


