
TUE PORTFOLIO.

l'le skaý'ting lias already proved an inspi-
ration to Our Coliege "laureate." We thinkc
tliat ]ici- spirited skating song will speakz
bcst for itself-

Sec tliora -0ol
Sumne iii row,

'Some iii incrry twvos and thi-ces.
\'oices ringing,
Laughter riiigitng

On the fî'o!Mýy evening breei.e.

Sec the rosy.
B3right and cosy

11luig. flitting figures pa"s.
Pretty drcsses,
Floating tresses -

MI .1 whirlifîg. twirling mnass. -

Checks are tingling.
J3ells are jizxgling,

E ves are flashing in the Jight:
Skates aretinkling,
Stars are twinkhing

Ini the deep bine doine of night

Some are cutting
Corners jutting-

Waltzing I'outside edge * and "vine:;"
Graceful giiding,
Slippmjzg, sliding.

Up an(i down the joyous line.

'Midst tile faillitig
Tuinbling, calling,

Ceiistellations strange arise,
%%Ihic1iri na yeing,
Peering. spying,

E er cati find withîni the skies.

130THERSOME PEOPLE.

Tîiii terni bothersome, thougli perhaps
xiot to be found ini the dictionax'y, is onle
whlose use is authorized by alrnost universal
acceptance, for its exact shade of meaning
is not expressed by any other word in our
language. It generously covers a multitude
of petty, unintentional faults withi the garb
of excusableness, by reminding us that ail
have likewise sinned. To be bothersome is
the inevitable lot of huniaiity; it bas been
so, and will be so wvhile tiîne endures; Adam
and Ev'e before the fail w~ere the only excep-
tions to this rule. Yet consider thie infl-u-
ence on society, on the world, were the
failing eradicated w'ho]Iy: patience and
endurance would Janguishi for lack of em-
ployment. fortitude would grow wveak from
inactivity, and rnuchi valuable energy would
be host, w~hile the great calainities of life
would overwhelm, simply because the mind
hiad not been trained' in the school of every-r
day trials. Among the bothersome people,

we do not include tliose wlho find pleasure
i adding to an already lengthy list of sucli

misdeeds; who take a delighit in teazîng
and worrying otiiers; an-d as for being theJfir st to tell bad news, they positively relish

1it, watching the Nvrithings, of their victims
%vritlx evident gutst.o.

Fromn infancy to old age wve are hiable to
errors of the kind :increasing years bring
wisdom and watchfuln'ess; and hielp us toý
avoid like occurrences.

Probably the xnost laughlably bothersome
period of life is tliat of chiildhood, from tlie
ti me wvhen we used to niakce raids upon peo-
ple's hair, noses, and in fact every projecting
object within reach; ývhen we wailed by the
licur for' a forbiddlen toy and woulcl fot be
comforted; or xvent on voyages of discovery,
flot resting tili we had rarxsacked the bureau
drawers and dissected, the family photograpli
album, the musical box or mother's new
bonnet. What a queer faslîion, we had of
putting everything into our mouthis, -and
tzhereby swalloWing sucli things as bead-s,
buttons, tacks, and caterpillars. How often

div e treacherously gain admittaiice to the
kitchen, and wlien there worry poor cook to
death by putting sait iii ber preserves, -and
cold water in hier kettie, or by slyly tastmng
the savory dishes wvhen lier back xvas turned.

Then came the period of school' life, when
every faculty wvas on the alert for fun, an-d -the
alI-engrossing thouglit vas of the means by
wvhich lessons could be recited without
study; wlien the school-teacher's life was
made a burden by reason of our never-end-
ing exploits and experiments; when every-
thing that was heard wvas stored up for repe-
tition, and given out boldly without regard
to time, place, or circumstances.

One wiould suppose that after childhood
and youthi are passed there wvould be no
more sucb mistakes: it is true the offenices.
are not s0 glarmng, but they nevertheless, oc-
cur. There are always people in this world
who seem to have no particular occupation,
but rather a general oversiglit of the occpi-
pations; and domestie relations of their neigh-
bors, friends, and even acquaintances; their
sympathies, 'whether real or affec:ted, are
unlimited, and as. for knowledge, they would
be quite -equal to the functions of the. city
directory or daily newspaper; -triey drop
down upon you at the most unseasonrable
bout of the day, and; exult in being the first


