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DISINFEOTIOR.
That well known Sanitarian, Mr. A.

Winter Biyth, medical officer of health
for Marylebone, Bng., in a criticiani on
the exhi bits of disinfectants at the hoalth
exhibition, atter referrinc g t considerable
iongth te the différent disinfectants in
cenimen use, concluded a longthy addresa
wvith the foilowing pî'actical r-enarks on
disînfection in gerieral:

A practical study of the question of
disi nflectiu n lias p rofoundly aitered iny
views,,, and 1 have an honest conviction
that most of' the disi nfletien by cliemtical
* gec)Lces, as CoYmmnly- pî'actised, is wvorse
thit noe. Trhe reliance that eveûi mcd-
ieffl mon of repute, ýsti1l more the laity,
place on a shoot wvet wit1î a littie perman-
ganate hung Up before the sick room
deor, or on a feoblo atmosphiereo0f phienel,
or a tablespoonful of Burn cý's fluid te
destroy things, the resi.,t.int nature of
whiulh ia pretty wvell proved by their
persistence, is aistoniislinDg. I question
whether three liotse>hoes nailed over the
lintel, by whieh some ccuntry folk kceep
the devil away, wouid net ava-,it as much.

Specific excu'eta shouid bc treuted with,
the strongest chemical agencies. They
niay for instance be east into tho undilu-
ted crude caî'bolic acid eof commeorce,
which contains fromn 25 te 50 per cent. of
real acida, and thore digested lor at least
two hours before being vhrown into the
cern mon sewver.

U[ouse drains in the presence of zymotic
disease should net be intermittently but
centinuousiy disirifected, se that thc 'i
et'the pipes be ever noistened wvith a
disinfectant.

A non poisenous disinfectant ia certain
te bo useiess as a gerinicide. It stands
net in raethat a fluîd harmiesa te
mammalb, redents, and reptil' a will bo
destructive of forms of' life, somne of which
withstand a shert exposure te the heàt et
boiling wvater.

itampant rides the quack in the filds
both of preventive and romedial art.
quackery takes a wvell known ceînmon

powder, -labebi il with a gran~d 1mrystic
naine) selling brighit copper nt the ic
of gold. Quackery finds a stink outstink-
img feebler stinks, and gives it forth as a
disinfectant. 0f ail the substances
gathored togethor under the naine of
disi nfectanta-solids, vapours, gases and
odours-a iaati percentage alone possess
any value.

fleat, chienine, phienol, and corrosive
sublimate are the sole practicable agents
ini which 1. put rny trust as gerinicides,
but to have dlue effect those must 1)0 used
in a concentrated f'ormi, and for a prolon-
ged period. To receive specifie excreta
in a five per cent. solution of carbolie
acid, and thon after a few mninutes'
interval to cast the substances se treated
into drains or cesspits, ia net likely te
afford aaflety; for the dieinfectant ivili 'be
immediately diluted a thousand or million
fold, and cease te inhibit pathogenic
activity. The aim of the disinflector Omuat
be -net te Ilscoloi)," but te hidl, and this
destruction should take place at tho bed-
aide of the patient; on the birth, as it
were, of the foyer egg.

STORY Ob' LIEUT. GREELY'S RECOVERY.

TI)e story of Li euten ant Grecly'a reeov-
eiy after his rescue frein Cape Sabine is
given by Assist. Surg. G-reen, Ù. S. N., in
the 11edical Record. The cases of Greely's
s.,ix fellow survivora wvere very ai miar.
The condition of ai wvas se desperate that
much delay in the camp -%vas meeessary
before they couid be remûoved to, the
vessels. Brandy, milk, and beef essence
were admniniatered.

Lieutenant Greeiey's, disease is called
asthenia, a diminution of the vital forces.
Greeiy fainted after being carricd te the
wardroom of the Thetis. When he re-
vived a teaspoonful of minced raw fresh
beef was given. Ris clethes were care-
fully eut off and wvarmned, heavy red
flannels aubstituted. Il e was excesa-
iveiy emaciated, and hîs bodly emitted an
effensive edox'. Ris akin hung from has
limba in flaps. Ris face, hands, and scalp
Nvere black with a thieck crust ef seot and
dirt. Hie had -net washcd himself ner
changcd hiï ciething for ton months. He


