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wrongly, of ideas, and calling them truths, although such are wrong
in argument and principle.

Forl/i/y, a vast majority of cases of insanity can be traceable
to physical discase, or malformation, consequetîy disesase. not
per se a bar to punishment, although it îs not hkely that the truth
goes as far as the opinions of Dr. Beck (il. Med. Jur., P. 725) wou!d
lead us to believe, that " Insaimity is essentially a bodiiy diseasc, and
the moral causes operate in produuing it, as they do n producng
other complaints.
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fediidne, in its most comprehensive scnse, ncludes everything
pertaining to the knowledge and cure of discase , but, in a more re
stricted sense, the ten as cmployed in contra-distintion to Surgery
and Obstetrics , although the latter are properly departments of
Medicine in the coiipreeinsiie sense of the tcrm, yct, apart from
principles common to both Mediune, Surgery and Ubstetrics, they
niay be cultivated separately. lhe Mediali Profesissn embraces all
who devote thenselvas to the stiidy and practice of Medicine proper
Surgery and Obsetrics conjointly or separately. The tera
Pliysieian is applied to a iemblier of the profession who devotes his
time and attention to the discases ihich belong to the depariment
of Medicine proper. The saie may ba said with respect to Surgery
and Obstetrics. As it was ii olden times," so as it now, the phy-
sician may, or may not ofticiate in the departaments of Surgery and
Obstetrics. In ithis country and in the Unted States most physi-
cians ara, of necessity, obliged toua also n the capacity of Surgeons
and Obstetricians, and hence reccive the name General
Practiioieers."

The history of Medicine, wsith any degrae of accuracy, dates
back to the days of Hppeati, considered the îSth inail descend-
ent from Essulaptus, the " God of XdIsne, whose history is so in-
volvead un fable as to rider foule any attempt at accurately tracirg

it, though his two svns, Machaauu and Podalinus, ganed ai the siege

of Troy such culebrity mii the heahng of ivounds, as won the laudatîoni


