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PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA IN THE
TREATMENT OF BRONCHOCELE.
Dr. J. D. Ely thus writes in the Medical 4ge :

Of coursc it is taken for granted that notice of
any agent that is superior to iodine, biniodide of
mercury, and other time-honored and much-used
remedies in the treatment of bronchocele, and
especially one that is free from the deleterious
effect—such as iodism, derangement of the sto-
mach, etc.—as frequently noticed and regretted of
them, will be received by the profession with in-
terest and profit.

Therefore it is with pleasure that T offer a few
facts in regard to phytolacca decantra, which, I
believe, is as near a specific for that troublesorme
disease as we have for any other.

In doing so, I wish it understood that I have
tested thorouffhly about all the remedies recom-
mended by leading authors, and after comparing
the effects and results of phytolacca w1th them,
much prefer it.

It has been a favorite remedy with my father
more than twenty years in the treatment of all
glandular diseases.

It has never failed, in his hands, to cure all
cases of bronchocele, curable by any means, upon
which he has used it, and he has, because of his
success, had more than the usual number to treat.

Before giving the report of a case illustrating its
use, which I select from a number I have treated
successfully duriag the past two years, it is impor-
tant to note that much of the tincture and fluid
extract of phytolacca on the market is worthless,
and I have, from necessity rather than choice,
prepared most of the tincture which I have used.

I would advise those who have given phytolacca
a trial and condemned it, and any who may try it
and not get satisfactory results from the article
purchased, to prepare their own tincture.

The "following method has always given us a
reliable and satisfactory article; but before it I
may note, for the benefit of those not acquainted
with phytolacca, that it grows in abundance in
-nearly all parts of this State, and is known to most
farmers by its common name, ¢ poke root.”

Procure the fresh roots, and, after washing them
clean, slice and put to dry where they will get the
sun, till the water is as nearly dried out as possi-
" ble, then pack ina percolator—a fruit jar will
answer—and cover with. absolute alcohol, full
strength.

(It is probable that many manufacturers of it do
not get a good article because they use old, dry
roots, and diluted alcohol as the menstruum.)

Let it stand at least fifteen days, press out,
filter, and it is ready for use. Dose, from three
to ten drops.

It should be borne in mmd that it acts slowly,
and is designed to, and in the doses recommended,

sexperience has proven, that in so using it the
spec1ﬁc alterative effect desired is more safely and
" satisfactorily obtained.

Recent cases yield readily to the remedy, and
are cured in from one to three months. Difficult
cases of long standing, of which the following is
a sample, will need treatment for a year or more :

Lizzie M., aged 16 years, consulted me June 17,
1883, for treatment of a bronchocele, the first
appearance of which was noticed eight years pre-
vious. On examination, I found both glands and
the isthimus involved, and so great was the enlarge-
ment that the circumference of the neck measured
nineteen and one-fourth inches.

It was more uniform than generally seen, was
very hard, and so tightly filled the skin that it
could not bemoved. Pressure upon the laryngeal
nerve was so great that the patient wheezed as if
suffering from asthma, and could not walk rapidly
because of the interference with respiration.

She presented the characteristic appearance
peculiar to scrofulous diseases, and there was his-
tory of similar troubles among the relatives.

Bowels were regular, kidneys all right, and
menstruation, which had been properly established
at 13 years of age, was regular, and had always
been so.

I may add here that the menstrual irregularity,
mentioned by some authors as always to be noticed
in th se cases, has not been found, by me, to exist
in any I have treated, and I do not believe it is
common or that the disease is, in any way, con-
nected with disease of the reproductive organs, as
claimed by some,

Recognizing this as a most difficult case, my
prognosis was unfavorable ; but the patient being
anxious to try treatment, I consented to give it,
and prescribed the following, which was used for
about one year and with success :

B. Tinct. phytolac. decand,, % ss.

Syr. simplicis, 3 lijss.

M. Sig.—One teaspoonful in water 3 or 4 times

a day. S
Also—
B. TFerri dialyzati 3]
Glycerini puris.
Syrup simplicis, aa % iss.

M. Sig.—One teaspoonfil in water alter each
meal.

Ordered applications of the tincture to the

glands night and morning, to be diluted with pure
rain water if it caused much irritation—as it will
sometimes—and, if necessary, to discontinue it
for a few days, and take plenty of ocutdoor exer-
cise. .
The only change noticed the first two months
was that the glands had softened slightly. After
that they decreased in size quite rapidly, and the
improvement was marked in every respect, contin-
uing till the neck became ncrmal in size, the diffi-
culty of breathing disappeared, and the pa*xent
considered herself cured, one year after beginning
treatment.

She continued the apphcabmn and tonic for a
short time longer, at my request, however, to make



