
Periscope-On the .Efects of Extract of Conium N.Jfaculatum.

mediate contact of noise with the super-sensitive 'organ,such to doubt ; and that it is useful in disease must be admitted,
w-as his impressible condition that his father was compelled when such troublesome complaints as chronic affections of
to relinquish farming for several m2onths, being iunable -to the liver, habitual costiveness, jauîndice, &c., arc relieved,
thrash his grain, or drive his teain pasi the house. and often cured by this remedy alune.

An-the latter part of summer,he experienced stitches in the To show that conium does act w'ith some cnergV on the
posterior part of his bead, which were foUilowed by pain in system in less quantities thah taken by Dr. Eade, I will
the back, shooting up to the head ; but these linally ieft him, Idescribe the effects of a single dose on myself. The extract
so that ai the present time le does not complain of any. His was prepared from'the fruit, or seeds: of the plant, with no
reason seems to have become impaired with the increase of other- care than that the infusion .was not at any timie al-
the maladv, especially on some points, thougl not on all- lowéd to reacli the boiling point. When of a syrupy con-
often conversing for hours without showing any impairment sistence, the evaporation was finisbed in sballow pans, in the
of the mental fauilties whatever. llis menory has remained open air.
perfect througliout the illness; he recollects apparently every- Fearing, from its dark color, it had been injured in its
thing tliat has occurred, but his temaper is greatly changed ; preparation, I swallowed about twelve gains, to test its ac-
he often breaks ont intu violent rage, and, at the same time, tivity, and quietly*awaited its eficts. Halfan hor passed
maakcs use of language wbich he never diz! before his sick- away withut any alteration in my feelings, when supposing
ness. lis shyness, or dreadi of strangers, commenced about the medicine worthless, I threw part of it, from whicb I was
the time he lost the use of his limbs. le cannot be prevailed preparing some pills, in the street, and started on my daily
upon by any of the family to permit many of bis ncar rela- ride. Il a few minutes, however, I observed a dimness of
tives to sec hirnu, but above ai lie objects to physicians ; for vision, with bright points scintillating, or rather quickly
whom ie bas th greatest dread imaginable. For more than moving in the distance. This caused me lo turn from side
a year anorxia was great, so that it w-as often ditiicult to to side to notice thiem: and froma this cause, I suppose, I
prevail on him to take the least quantity of nourishment ; found inyself reeling in the saddle. There was no vertigo
consequently he became greatly emaciated ; of late, however, or unpleasant sensation about the head to produce this efect,
his appetite has imirved greatly-he has become more save a sliglht îeling of lightness. Very soon, a numb,
tleshy, anti lias evidently grown within thc last nine months. pricking sensation was felt in the fingers, extending gradu-
le bas hiad no nedical treatmnent since hs first attack : upon ally to the elbows. producing a stiffness of the muscles of the
this point his father-in a letter dated February 19th,11 18-5 parts, making it diuficult to move the forearm and hand. Il
-speaks thus " i sincerely believe il was impossibe to have a few minutes the saine sensation was observed in lie feet,
resorted to any active means since last May, owing to his creeping slowly upward, util it reached lte upper part of
great prostration andi uitter ,biorrence of all physicians. I the thiglh. The eyés now began to feel uncomfortable, caus-
have been cxpecting every day wouild be his !ast for soume ing mue to brush them frequently, to clear apparent'obstruc-
rnonths." tions from the ids. The pulse was soft and feeble, but not

Since last April the super-sensitiven ss ut tie auditory more frequent than usual. In dismouting, about an hour
nerve lias been graduîally diminisiing, util it bas becomne from the conmencement of the symptons, I fbund so much
neariy natural ; andi; he now seldon complains of noise dis- difficulty inwalking as to require assistance to reach the
turbing him, uinless it is very loud. His -appetite lias re- house, the inferior eNtremities appearing nearly paralyzed.
turned, so that lie takes a good share of nutritious aliment; So ittle pain or distress was feil, however, tiat I lauighed
consequently his nutrition has greatly improvei, and le lias heartily at lie predicament I had so unwittingly placcul my-lu statur wiiit sefmaoFi i aunsl
evidtlyg in stature witin the last nine m ths. self in. Feeing -ious tget rid of this annoyance, as
Although still unable lo exert any control over hls limbs or wtell as from the solicitude of those around me, t tried what
lbody when awake, it has bein observed, of late, that le does efflects smoking of tobacco would produce. I hadl heen in
change their position n his sleep. Those are amiong the the habit of using tIis luuîry occasionally, and at this time
more .marked changes which have occurred since last lia a strong desire for it. Whether from thircause, ofrom
winter.-Meéudical Eamici rest and cioposure, I suon felt very nuch relieved. Vision

became clearer: lte mlibs less troublesomne ; and whilst sit-
ting, tlitle or no apparent effects of lie poison remained. On

MATEiA MEDICA AMD PHARMACY- rising. however, the inferior extremities persistedin'their
u nwillingness lu move but much less sà than bofore. The
0whle day passed. away without beinmg entirely rid of these

ON THE EFFECTS OF T TOF CON tIM eeings, andit was noutil I ejoyed my usual sleep that
MACULA TUM. perfect visionwas restored. .I-wil observe, thiat the intellect

By IJ-sAý FöUNTAIN. M.D., of Somers,,Wcstchester c., atppeared inafected, the bowels and kidneys were not dis-
turbed, neither was any soporii effect producedl. , The ac-

New York. tion appeared to bc confined, to the. brain, exhaustintg il of
I was muuch interested in reading an article in the number blood, and dimishing its-energy. Hence the partial paralysis,

eof the Anerican Journal qf the MAedictl Sciences for July which a few more grains would,. perhaps, have rendered
last, frmn lie pen of Dr Earle of New York, on the effects of complete. The aberrationt of vision arose from the same

ithe extract of conium maculatum. As I have been in the cause: 'and coivuilsions from exhaustion, as froni loss of
Ilhabit of prescribing this remnedy occasionally,'and always blood, would probably bave followed, hai a larger quantity

observing mared eifects from its ise, I was nuch sutrprised bieen taken.
ial tie sl'ie from'tbo a- unii';iil- A uat the slight results obtained m large quantities men- As I quote Itis case from menory, I cannot speak posi-
tioned by youur correspondent. lis commuication deseribes tively as to the lapse of time between the takzing of the ex-

Itle symptons arising from the internal use of the dmig as tract and ils efiects ; otherwise this statement is as correct as
usually foui-n1d, I-suppose, in the siops, w'iiclh were su slight one can be expected lo describe from oné's ownu experience
and transitor, that we may safely conclude that the tcmedi- and feelings.
nciuc is either inert, and shouli, therefore be discarded from Ii this îttilStance; i will lie l)served liat a small quantity

le nateria medica, or that the extract expcinmnted with comuparetd witli what Dr. Earle iook, produced symptons. of
as inIrolerly iprepared, or had lost its vit-tue by age or some the poisonintg of heculock so much su, that I couldi nlot be

ther cause. persuaded to experiment on myself with a larger quantity of
That conium is ait active agent, few wlo hiave witnessed lie same extract. A single, pil! of this, of three or four

he effects of a well-prepared fresh extract will be disposei grains, produced very unpleasant effects on a voun man af-
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