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alone is taken, the excess is thrown out partly, at lcast, by endoemnti laws not
yet clearly applied. llow the quantity of substances to be thrown Cut is dleter.
mined, I do not yet distinct>ly sec:'

The great agent in affecting these changeu is oxygen. Of this dicte are
many familar proofs, as the production of carbonate of petash in the urine afier
the citrate of potash has been taken. " Very latcly Pruftssor II. Rose, of Bedtin
C Phil. Mag.,' July, 1849) has made sone most intercstirig <riments on the
inorganic constituents <t orgnnic bcidies, chidl as regards tliir d&gree ofoxda-
tion. lie divides the degrecs of oxidation into fully tdi d, paîrtialty brine -
Tie food, if it consists of wheat and other grain, contains organic substanceq, the
inorganic contituents of wNhich exist partly in an oxidized, partly i an a n-idized
state. 'Tie flesh is a partially oxidized body ; but the quantity of unoxidizcd
matter in the blood is larger than in the flesh,, and the quantity of f 1 lly edidized
matter is smalier in the blood than in the flesh. The urire is a perfect ai fully
oxidized substance. The inorganic constituents of tIe urine are as highly
oxidized as it is possible for then te bc."-London Journal r(f Jred. Science.

PATHOLOGY OF PIlTiUTSIS.-ON ELASTIC FIRES FO:nD EN THE
SPCTL"'A OF PIlITIISiS.

13y Professor Shreder lan der Kolk.
The learned Utrecht Professor, so well known fur his rcsearches into the

structure of the liungs, dedlares that the microsope onfers an inralible mar.s
of detecting the existence of cahities, by exhibiti, g in the ýpý ta tihi pre<ente
of the elastic flbres which surround the celis of tIhe luings; and this Ihe more
certainly, as the cavity is in an carly stage of formation, consequently, at the
very period when sucli a sign, if te be depended uipon, is most wanted. They
can be examined under a miagnifying power of two iundred. They are of an
arcied form, very thin, viti sharp borders, and arc sometimues covered nith fat,
which is reiovable by ether. They miiust not bc mîiistaken for a species cf
corferva, which very rapidly appears in tfie expectoration, especially w'lhen this
contains fat, but which is recogiizyable by its ranifications termîinating in tu*D;
fled clls.-Brit. ý3 For.Med. Chir. Revicw, Jan'y, 1 851.

SURG ERY.

DR. CHEVERS, ON CAUSES OF DEATI AFTrR INJURIES
h is alnmost impossible te have been long in thc habit of pay ing close

attention to the pathological examainations in ole of our large ietropoeit:2
hospitalh, without observing that a very great proportion of thiose who die from
the secondary effects of mechanicad injuries have been the subjects of markted,
and often very acute, formn of renal, hepatie, or splenetic discase or of the whoik
of these combined. For the purpose of confirminug the observations which I
have male at Guy's llospital for several years past, I cnarefully examiied the
accounts of ail the cases where death occurred froma the seconaryl effects e
operations and mechanical injuries of every description, which have been enterad
in the post-mortem Register of the Museuni uring the last fifteen years,* cor
prising the whole of the cases in which examination of the bodies of patient£ so

The period wîthmîî whch these occurred extended from the 19tih of May, 1587,
to the 19th of May, 1812.


