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A FIVEE MONTHS TRIP TO THE SUNNY SOUTIL.
(ONTINUED,)

On the morning of the 7th of March, ahout 9 o’clock, we
sighted tho first of the Bahama Iskauls, and aboent 1 o’elo -k,
the Island of New Providence. .As the regnlar pilot dul
not make his appearanco we were obliged to stan<d ol from
the island again. After waiting for about an hour, and the
pilot not appearing, the captain determined to enter the har-
bour without one, so the ship was onee more headed for the
Innd.  As the steamer was not very heavily Iaden we wero
ablo to cross the bar without any diflieulty.

The harbour of Nassau is formed by Hog Island, a beanti-
ful coral islet about three miles lorg. .\s we approached
the wharf great numbers of blacks jumped ol aml swiming
towards the steamer, shouted to the passengers to throw them
small piccos of silver, which they caught before they veached
the hottom.

The only hotel in the Island of New Providence is the
Royal Victoria, about one-third of a mile from the wharf,
where we accordingly put up. The Lioyal Vietoria hotel
was erected in 1862 by the Dahama Government at a cost of
$125,000, and when jou take into consideration the cheap-
ness of labour and material—earpenters, painters aml ma.

'sons at from seventy-five cents to &1 a day-~the same build-
ing would cost about four times that sum in the United
States or Canada. The building is substantially built of the
native stone, has four floors, and three piazzas ten feet wide,
the two upper ones affording invalids and those unable to
hear much fatigne suflicient outadoor exercizo without teav.
ing the house. It is situated at the head of Pauliament
street at an clevation of about ninety feet above the sea, and
from its pinzzag you have a fine view of the ocean, the har
bour, the city and the adjacent islands. Next day with
soveral of my fellow passengers J took quite 2 long walk fo
the diflerent objects of interest.  ‘The fitst plece we visited
was Fort Fincastle which toolk its name from Fineastle, (1 onl
Dumore,) who, when he left Virginia =t the time of the Pe-
volution seftled in the Dahamas of which he waz appointed
Governor.  The country seat wheie he reside } is still stand-
ing by the water, admitably situated, surronanded by 2 noble
grove of otks and cocoa palme.  Royal Txland, having a snng
Jitthe harbonr easy of aceess, wasazendezvous where armsand
stores were concealed.  Royalist privateers made it a com-
mon resorl dwring the American revolution.  An old slone
house still remains there which has doubtless witnessed
muwy wild mysterions scenes in days gone by,  Tort Iin-
castle is about 100 years old and is curiously shaped, some-
what resembling a padille-box sfeamer. It has three guns
and two howitzers. Thefort contains on: bed-room, a guand-
room andl a powder magazine. The only ent:anes is a small
door about two feet six inches by ~ix feed in height., Our
next visit was to the Queen’s stairease, a envions culting in
tho hill on which Fort Fincastle stands and about fifty feet
Leyond thoe fort. It isabout 300 yards in length, forly feet
wide and about seventy feet in depth at the deenest pat; at
the southern cnd a staircase has been hailt,  As we were
walking through it we met a colored boy who told us a story
of a man on horse-back that was trying to citch a goat onthe
hill above. The man was £0 engrossed in his endeavour to
catch the goat that he did not notice how near he was to the

precipice, and the result was that goat, man and horse all

went over the edge together.  While tho oy was waiting
for the customary sixpenco one of our party enquired whether
the man haut himself, which remark so tickled the boy that
forzetting the luad ho carried on his head he lay down on
the ground and rolled over and over, thus losing the load
of ashes which he earried.  Whether this was an artifice to
extort more money or not I am unable to say, if it was, he
suceeeded admirably,  We saw great numbersof cocoa-palms
beaving ripo aud green fruit. Tt is estimated that from one
tree of ordinary size 2 man ean have a cocoanut a day every
day in the year. 4

Foit Charlotte, which I visited on the 9th of March, forms
oue of the numerous points of interest in and about Nassau,
It i3 situated on the top of » high hill about half a mile from
the town of Nassau, [t is surrounded by a moat about
fifteen foet broad and ten feot deep. The fort is approached
by meana of a draw-bridgoe which is still in good working
order., When it is to ba raised two men turn the fastenings
that lock 1t down, while a third gives it a blow with an axe
which loosens the catch, Underneath are very strong springs
which furce it shut,  In the castern end of the fort is aspiral
staircase hewn out of the solid rock. The steps, thirty-two
in number. descend for about twenty-five feet to a subter-
ranean passage under the moat which epens in a chamber
pieresd for about fifteen riflemen so as to conmand the draw-
ridga and entranee.  In one of the undorground chambors
is a well about six feet in diamoter and 100 in depth to the
water. The wafer is not good to drink, as toads, ete., fall in,
and, being unablo to got out, die and pollute the water.
There are tireo different stairways which lead to the dun-
geons and diflerent passages,  The guide-hook to Nassausays
that any one unable (o visit the fort can have as much
pleasme. by following a nigger with a torch round a dark
collir,  The furt has not been oceupied. exeept as a sigual
station, sines 1863, when the troops were removed to a bar-
rwks in the town either becrse the fort was too far from
town for the eflicers or hecause it was too unhealthy for the
men, probilly both,
On Friday, the 10th March, 1 paid a visit to the sea gar-
dens, in th~ yacht = 1da,” in chavze of Captain Will Major,
(colored).  The sea gardens are about six miles {o the castof
Nasean, between the main land and a couple of small islands.
The waler ix abont fifteen fect deep, and by looking through
asquare tox with a pane of glass in the hotiom to keep the
water smooth, ealled a water-glass, all soits of sponges, sea-
fern, bmin-corral, sea weed, cle, can be scen growing in
their natural element. We had onbnard two divers, who
taking a large hammer in their hands to detach tho Jdifferent
specimens, =00n bronght up as many as we wanted, and some
of which T still have in my possession.  On Saturday, I went
to the northern side of Hog Tsland, for a bathe; the day was
fine, the thermometer was ahout seventy-five degrees, and the
water was warmer than it is in any river in Now Drunswick
in the middle of summer.  The same evening, in accordance
with the time-honored custom of the hotel, all the youthful
and mikdle-aged portion of tho guests who were so inclined,
hell a dance in the ladies parlor. The music was fur
nished by three of the {owns-people who played piano, fid-
dle, and cornopean, each one trying to play the loudest and
out-do the other. ‘The cornopean was deafening, the screoch-




