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original ideas_and of freshness of language. They
nught to contain nothing for which you cannot give :

the prool from books wrilten two or three millenniums
ago, nor a phrase of which you cannot find the original
orit. near relative, in the same source. Novelty or
individuality are the high roads to disappointment and
disgrace, | believe it is a fact that a scholar who once
ventured upon a different interpretation of some of the
elassies than that contained in the standard comnienta-
ries, was heheaded for his pains, and is to-day regarded
with urpmln'ium by all right-minded students.

By the time a pupil is about eighteen years old he is
able to go up to his firsc examination, although no
limit as regard age is affixed to any of the official exa-
winations.  The hours spent in preparation for this
first trial have been increasing year by year, until
probably he has become accustomed to working from
day break to midunight without any cessation except for
meals,and absolutely without any exercise or recreation
whatever. That such is the case may be jndged from
the fact that, amoeng the models held Defore the ambi-
tious guze of the youthful aspirant are the example of
devoled seliolars, one of whom gathered the snow
together inwinter that he might vead deep into the night
with the aid of the light reflected from its surface,
while auotlier, cqually pour, enclosed innwmerable
guantities of the five-tty in a sillen net inorder to study
with the light atforded by their phosphorescent flicker-
ing,  The first examination is held in the office of the
districl niagistrate, after the candidate has passed which
illowed two months to elapse, he passes on to another
examination held in a provincial town, of which there
arve some eight to twelve in each province. If success
ful here, and it is unusual to pluck any of these preli-
minary examinalions, the candidate enters for his first
degree in an examination held twice in every three
vears, and conducted by an hnperial commissioner
Irom Pekin, Iere, if suceessful he attains a rank that
is estimated by foreigners as equivalent to our BA.;
in Ghinese he is said to be a siu-tsay, or in other words,
.\ cultivated talent” Upon the truth of this opinions
may difter ; he receives, however, aspecial button for his
cup—sowmewhal similar to a graduate in England being
privileged to wear a special hood to his gown,—he is
eacmpled {rom corporal punishment, and if he reside
in i village, obtains a little notoriety for himsell. By
hecoming a B.\,, the successful student is said 1o have
 entered the Guild of Learning,” and now takes rank
as a scholar.  These and the graduates of higher rank,
are the men who form the literati of the country, whose
aulipathy towards foreigners and power of disturbing
hie peace are so violenl, and ofien so cruelly manifested.
In Chinese they are called as 2 elass ¢ Book Readers,”
hut it is to be feared they do a great deal else besides
reading books, and, like the clerks of many other
vountries and of all ages, are often prime movers in
fomenting disturbances among the more peaceably
disposed populace.

The cost of obtaining the first degree. 1 am told, is
at least £20, and this is apart from all previous expenses
incurred by tuition, cost of books, &¢. No emolument
follows success at this stage, but once in every three
vears a more important examination is held at the
capital of each province. This isopeh only to those who
are already B. A, and not even to all of tiese, for local
examinations of the graduates of the first degree ave
lield repeatedly, and only the successful candidates in
these local examinations & @ allowed to compete for
the higher degree. These triennial examinations in the
provincial capital are sonrces of immense excitement to
the friends of the candidates, and the results are made

known by the swiflest courier, in every hamlet through
out the province, within a very few lours or days of
the official announcement. Success here confers the
degree of M.A,, and the graduate iscalled a * Kiijin,"
or * A promoted man.” As vet, however, his promo-
tion brings him no reward for his diligence, beyond
the honour conferred by suceesss, althongh tho expenses
necessary to obtain this higher degree are estimated to
a cost of £40, an enorinous sum to men who consider
£2 a month a satisfactory income. The money for all
these examinations is raised by a voluntary contribu-
tion of friends—who feel promoted themselves by the ,
success of a relative~~or by incurring heavy debts
which often remain unpaid tn the end ot life.

It is difficult to estimate what is the average propor-
tion of successful candidittes ; and the average, morcover
varies for difterent provinces, Only a limited number is
allowed to pass, and the number for each province is a
constant quantity. In this province of Kiangsu, which
is the most densely populated of any of the provinces
in China, there are generuvlly 2,000 or 4,000 candidates
for the B. A. T am to?d, not more than one-tenth suceeed.
For the intermediale examination of graduales 80 out
of eyery 300 are usually selected to go to Nuukin, the
capital of this province. to compete for the higher
degree. Naukin is the place of exawmination for the
adjoining province, as well as for this one, and the
number of students assembling theve at the triennal
examination is estimaled at from 10,000, to 18,000, of
which only one in a hundred can hope to be zuccessiul.
In the province of Canton, Dr. Williams slales that
there about 12,000 who hold the first degree, and he
mentions the number who enter for their M. A\, as
usually about, 6,000. The size of an examination hall
in China can be imagined when it is remembered that
a separate cell is provided for the accommodation of
cach student.

I not deterred by expenses, und if anxious for aflicial
ewployment, those who have obtained theiv Mastea’s
degree proceed the year after to Pekin, where candida
tes from all the 18 provinces are examined, about ouce
in twenty of whom succeed in obtaining their doctorate
and are called “ entered scholars. ” "There are about 200
such successful ones every three years. These remain
in Pekin, and are again examined in the Imperial palace
and of the successful ones the first takes precedenee as
first scholar of the Empire for that year, while the rest
obtain the degree or office of Hanlin, which has been
designated the Imperial Academy, and the members of
which receive sa{arics. Other examinations follow.
by which still higher promotion takes place, and the
official rank of the members of the various Govern-
mental Boards is determined. Thus the way is open
by a series of steps for the lowest of the people
to rise lo the highest official appointment, and lo oblain
the greatest emolumentsin the Empive. None hut actors
or their children, the lowest grade of coolies, publie
executioners and torturers, and the childrven of openly
immoral people, are prevented from competing in any of
the examinations ; and it frequently happens that & man
of very low birth fiinds himself suddenly eclevated to
wealth and honour by the fortunale success of a clever
son. But ability is not the only test in these examini-
tions. Purity is unknown, except in sentiment.
and it is to feared bribery is carried on here as in
every direction. Chance, too, has much to do with
success. Where so large a proportion necessarily fail in
every examination, and where the candidates are coun-
ted by the thousand, it cannot but he that much depends
upon what goes by the name of good luck. Many try
for years without succeeding. and in the examination
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