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teachers need niot be so numerous. The German gymasium hias
generaliy fine regular masters, and four or five assistants. It is a
simple rand solid body, as were our own colleges about i 84o, before
we began, under depiorabie inspirations, to separate science from
literature. But we have nowv, besides our students of literature, our
students of science, of navigation, of St. Cyr, of our polytechnic, of
normal schools, our students of some special branch, and ail
attractcd by the practical end which thicy have iii view, but
profoundly indifférent to anything which is not e-xacted from
them. This morselling of studies into specialties, while it lcads to
the inewitable debasement of learning gencrally, is stili more
injurlous to the specialties themselves.

While remaining faithful to classical tradition, Germany lias
tricd to avoid those evil effccts which in some of our colieges have
resultcd from the exclusive culture of some one of the mental
facuities. We mean that purely formai culture wvhich the Jesuits
brought into repute, and wvhich excrciscd the mind without
nourishirig it, as if the mind just as much as the body, did flot
require food to build up its vital forces, and at the samne time afford
themn exercise. But Gcrmany, whiie avoiding one danger, has
fallen into another. Togyethier with tlic moral and social sciences
she lias given a place in the first rauk to the historic and
philologrical sciences, and in this shc inclines to inere erudjition.
Now to lcarn facts, dates and words, is still to stop at wliat wvc
mnay cali the mnaicrial side of iîuman evolution, instcad of scckîng
to I)elietrate into the vcry spirit of the liunianities. Separatcd
fr-oni moral, social, and plîllosophical consideration, lîistory,
geograplîy, and linguistics are still only material sciences, just as
imuch as physics anîd geology, wliilc tlîey are at the saine tuei
mnucl ess scicntific, axîd much, icss useful. In Engiand, the school
of evolution, tlîc child of the utilitarian sclîool, having its home too
iii tlc ]and of utilitarian traditions, lias allowed itself to bc drawvn
aside b3, the mirage of the natural sciences, and lias xvishcd to
mnak-c tlin the basis of cducation. Slue lias thus opposcd, in tlîe
science of education, niaturaIism to what wve cail hu-manism. Mr.
Spenccr commences lus book on education by (lcclaring tlîat in ail
things tlîc object to bc obtaincd is kn-iowlcdge ; a principle of
wvhich wvc have secti the fal.sity. AncI so thirourlîout luis book Mr.
Spencer fluctuatcs betwccii the ideal of primary instruction and
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