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aîiy systein, it would bo impossible te have uniformity
ln ail tho colleges in tlîis respect; but the «~chlange
of professers woald tend ta grade tue variaus institu-
tions according te tho efficiency of the teachers em-
plûyed. It iay, be that thre proposed schenme would
have ln this respect tho advantage clalxned for state
niversities w%,ithout any of the evils attributed ta

then.

SUCOESS IN COLLEGE LIFE.

Tiis causes o! faiti'o iýmid the secret of success in
college lifé, are subjects worthy of the student's con-
sideration. Thre difference between success and failure
La frequently no more than the sinall angle mnade with
the true road by the path whli.à; termihates at an op-
posite point. The past history of our awn institution
wauld lead te the conclusion thnt the numuber of
students in the Senior elass of '90 cannot be determined
frein the number ln the Freshma~n clatis of '86. It f3
truly surprising that se large a proportion of Matricu-
lants have failed ta ccomplote the course. According
ta the Hlistory ef the college, published ini 1876, of
the four hundred and ton entering collego. only oee
hundred and sixty-one graduated.

Thre causes of these failures are net far te seek.
lu these days an oducatior' is wîthin the reach of ail
Tiiose w'li begin and do .ýot finish, therefore, have
nobody ner anytblng but theinselves ta blame. The
firet and perbaps the most prolifie cause 'of failure is
the tendency te attach tee, littie importance ta what
may ho called preý..mrtory wcrk-to "regard it as
baving no bearing on the more advanced studios.
The student above ail needa te feel that,

Nothing imsclcs s eor.low;
Eiach thing in its placo e bst;

And what &ccins but idie sho0w
Strengthons and supports the rest.

But this is just what he finds a difficult; thing te
do. TalIr te a Freshinan about the importance of
eathematcs--of its relation te other 'branches of
atudy--and it Nvill ho found, In niffe Cases eut Of ton,
thnt ho utterly fails te und erstand its true value.
itence, considered, as more drudgery, it sean leses its

interest; and the result la diccoumagemient, which ends
in a partial course, or, in saine cases, in a ticket for
homo. New corners should guard against this'fallacy.
Teo muc1 importance cannot 1-c nttached ta primary

work. UÇ any discrimination ia inacle betwveen tho
relative mnrts of tha proparatory and advanîced studios
it should be in favor of tho former, for ini stucly, as
ini architecture, on the tluoroughîîess -%vith which the
foundation is laid deponds tho 8troiîgtli of tlîe super-
structure.

Another cause of failutre is soif couicoit, or an over
estimation of e's abilities or attaitînients. This is
intimately relatod te the firt-is iiideed the source of
lt. Souîobody bas saidl the vm~rld lias rods in store te
whip the concoit eut of evcerybody. The college
studeut, finds it tee truc, amui it is Otten the want of
a proper conception of the justiceoef the stripes that
makes thein uiîondirable. Exporienc, is -a good-
touchor, but hor 10ouin8 ofton £ail te, bu of service
because tlîey are loariced tee slowly. If tlie studont
could sec his nakediiess iii bis tinst, as lie does in bis
fourth year, lie 'would ho more likely te don the caver-
ing provided. It le because lie dous nlot feel the need
of it that ho soorns the armour, axîd, eonsequently,
before deciding ta put it on ho receives a maottai
wound.

If these two quagmires and the dangerous ground
surrounding thein can be avoided, the probabilities et
failure will be matoriaIly locsoud. And now we
corne ta cor.sider the score' of succesa. Success in
college life I important question; on vihat dees it
dependt The true answer te tlîis question is the
Philosopher's Sti)ne of the student. It la net splen-
did talents, for saine of tlie rnost notable failures
have corne frein the raîîks of nature's favourites; net
wealth, for the difficulty ini many instances bans resulted
from ré crlnging dependence; net favorable circuni-
stances, fer nmany who have lîad wind and tide in
their favor have sunk-tho secret of success is net
any of these; but it is a purpase founded on an inde-
pendent indivlduality, deriving its strength frein an
educated )Will. Such a purpase tiaes abeve petty
difficulties, triumphs over those more formidable, is a
source of untold strength, and life. Personality must
be at the bottora of itý because nothing eau ho mare
heartless or less liable te succeod than a berrowed
purpose. The student ought net only te bc old
enough te think for himif, but ho ouglit, aise, te bc
obliged ta 6 utline his course of action before ho enters
cellege. If he starta eut -witlî one hand fast hold on
bis mother's apron strings and the other in his father's
pocket, %ihen the strings break or a hale appears in


