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Do you care te see the newspapers from
Athens ? Here tbey are, the menk brcught
t'hem; fer me they possess- lîttle or no in-
terest'

The papers contained glowing descrip-
tions of varieus victories gained over the
brigands and of their dispersion. I laid
them, aside, and while 'waiting the reappear-
ance cf the king, meditated on the position
in which Madame Simons had left me, and
formned a plan fer my escape. Decidedly it
was glorieus te owe my liberation te myself
alone, and better far te quit niy prison by
means of a strokze ef courage than by a scho-
larly trick. 1 might in the course of twventy-
four heurs beceme a bero of romance, an
object of admiration te aIl the young ladies
of Europe. There coulcl he P#- manner ef
doubt but that Mary Anne wvould be seized
with passionate love for me on beholding
me safe after se perileus an escape as mine
must cf necessity be. Yet niy foot rnight
slip in the formidable slide 1 contemplated!
Wcre 1 ta break an arm or le- would rny
idol stili sniile on a lame or one-armed hero?.
Besides, I must rely on being watched night
and day, and my plan, however ingenieus,
could only be executed upon the death -of
my guardian. Killing a nman is ne small
matter-even for a Dector. It would be
difficult te, procure a weapon, and stili more
difficuit temalce usecf it After du-ereficc-
tien I began te, think my future mether-in-
law bad acted rathercoelly tow.ards ber pro-
spective son-in-law. It would cest ber but
little te send me fifteen tbousand francs fer
my ransomn-she might deduct themn froni
her daugbter's dowry! I presently began
te abuse Madame Simons as cerdially as the
greater number of sonz--In-law- abuse their
mothers-in-law ail over the civilised globe.

Hadgi-Stavros changed my ideas on the
subject of escape, by putting within rny
rcach far more simpýle and less dangerous
means. The king arrived just as I was
yawning wearily.

Il"You feel duli,» said he, Ilyou have been

reading too long. I myseif can neyer open
a bookwithout endangering my jaws, and 1
see ivith pleasure that Doctors can no more
witbstand it than I. But why do you not em-
ploy your time better-? You came here te
pick fiewers on the mountaihi; would you
flot like to go on excursions, under supervi-
sion of course? Sbould yeu happen to meet
with a strange and beautiful flower, unknown
in your counitry, you must give it niy name,
and caîl it the ' Queen of the i\ountains."

Truly, thought I, Nwere 1 but a league
from here betiveen two brigands, it wrould
not be se veiy difficuit te outstrip them;
danger would double my strength and speed.
He runs best whe bas the greatest interest
in running!

T .1 accpt, L
6>-. ljJL Vd Uh kIu)g's offer, and ere

the meeting separated he placed me in
charge of tweo liféeuardsmen, with this sim-
ple reconiniendation:

1This miliord is worth flfteen thousand
francs! 1f yeu lose hin yen wilI citherforfeit
that suni or replace bim.

M1%y acolytes were in no manner disabled;
they had neither wounds ner bruises-it %vas
extremely improbable that they would be
easily fati-ued ; and it ivas wiith some regret
1 perceivcd two long pistols in theirgirdies.
Spite of all, however, my courage 'did not
fail, and strapping my box on my shoulders
Istarted.

i 1 %ish you a pleasant excursion!">
shouted the king after me.

"Adieu, Sire ! »
"Net adieu, if yon please!1 Au rr7boir!"

1 led my cempanions in the direction of
Athens, as they did flot hesitate te let me
select my own paths. These brigands were
better mannered than the gendarmes of
Périclès, and gave me aIl reasenable lati-
tude; they herborized for the evening nieal,
while I, on my part, pretended great eager-
ness at my work ; rooting up ie right and
left, and feigning te select a blade cf grass
and place it very carefully in rny box, but
talcing geod care net te overload myself-
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