BIOURAPHICAL SKRTCH OF VUILIP MELANCTHON,

lezate, to bring back Mclancthon to the Rom'tsh
Church, or, ifthut were found impossible, to deprive
the Reformers of his valuable assistance.  Campeggio
first tried him personally, but wns dismissed, with an
appeal  to all who valued the safety of the commu-
nity, to co-operate in healing the woundsof the chureh.”
Philip, Landgrave of Icsse, was next cmployed to
use his influence, but Mclancthon had the huppiness
of rendering him a decided supporter of the Refor-
mation.  Afterwards, the wily, temporising Erasmus
was had recourso to ; but Campeggio reccived an an-
swer highly honorable to him who gaveit: © Formy
part I cannot, with a safe conscicnce, condemn the
sentiments of Luther, however Imay be charged with
folly or superstition.  That does not weigh with me.
But [ would opposc them strenuously, if the seriptures
were on the other side ; most cettainly, 1 shall never
change my scntiments, from a regard to human au-
thority, or from the dread of disgrace’ A yearor
two after, upon the peace which followed the first diet
of Spires, Melancthon having written a Directory for
theuse of the Churclics, without giving vent in it to
that abusive language which the Papists thought na-
tural, it was suspected that he was become lukewarm
inthe causc of the Reformation ; and King Ferdinand
tried to gaiu him overto the Romish persuasion, by
promising him any remuneration he should ask ; but
in this, us in other cascs, he shewed, by his conduct,
that there is no nceessary opposition between Cliristian
woderation and Christian stedfustness.  Indeed, Me-
Jancthon would have been an honour to any cause; and
his moderation gave risc to hopes that he would be
brought more casily than any other of his party to
chungehis sentiments.  Accordingly ,in the discussion
which took place Letween the Saxon and Swiss re-
formers, on the subject of the read presence in the
sacranient, recourse appears to have been had, by the
latter more especially, to Melancthon ; but though
they held the truth, it is cvident, fiom the reply of
Mdancthon, that they had put it in sucha form, as
to make it harsh and disagreeable to cvery man of a
Christian spirit ; for he speaks as one who felt that,
in denying the bodily presence of Christ, they denied
his spiritual presence likewise.  * But,” said our re-
former, “ though we are not yet agreed whether the
body and blood of ‘Christ be corporcally present in
the bread and wine, yet, as far as conscience perniits,
each party shall manifest a Christian affection to the
ather, and both shall earnestly implore the Almighty
God that hie would, by his Spirit, leud and cstablish
us in whatever is the truth,”

At the sccond dict of Spires, all futher innovation
in religion was interdicted, aud the celebration of the
mass commanded ; and accordingly, the reformers had
no course left but to protest against the decisions of
‘the dict, and hence they got the name of Protestants
‘This took place on the 1Mvof April 1530, Molane-
thon, who was at this dict, was greatly distressed at
the yesult of it But the snflerings of thi. man of
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God were for hisprofit.  When his fiiends stroveto
comfort him, he rcplied, “ If I had no anxictics [
should lose a powerful incentive toprayer ; but when
the cares of life impel to devotion, which is the best
means of consolation, a religious mind cannot do
without them.  T'hus trouble compels me to pray, and
praycr drives away trouble.”

In the year 1530, the diet of Augsburg, at which
the Emperor Charles V. was present, was held. Me.
lancthon was 1equested to prepare & statement of the
Protestant principles, which might be laid beforc the
dict of Augsburg, e hercupon, though not with-
out many prayers and tears, drawn forth by his senso
of weakness, prepardd the celebrated  Augsburg Con-
fession.  In all essential points, except in so fur asthe
sacraments are concerned, 1t agrees with the ‘Chirty-
Nine Articles, and the Confession of Westminster.
After the Protestant Confession was read, a confuta-
tion was preparced out of the wntings of the fatbers,
and about five months afterwards an cdict was 1ssued
putting all under the ban of the cmpire whoe did not
hear mass, pray to the virgin, saints, and images, and
obscrve holidays.,  Duning the dict Mdlancthon had
exhibited much greater firmness than, from his charac-
ter, might bave been expected, but after its conclusion
he became nuueh depressed.  Whilst 1 this state of
depression, hic, together with * Luther and other di-
vines, met for the purposc of consulting about the pro-
per measures to be adopted in the present exigency,
and after having spent some time in prayer to God,
from whom alone they could expect adequate assis-
tance, Mclancthon was suddenly called out of the
room, from which ke retived under great depressivn of
spirits.  He saw, during his abscuce, some of the el
ders of the Reformed Churches, with their parishion-
crsand familics.  Several children were also broughe,
hanging at the breast, while others a Jittle older were
engaged in prayer.  ‘This raniided  Jum of the pro-
phetic language, © Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings thou hast ordained strength, because of thine
chcaies, that thou mightest sull the cnemy and the
avaager”  Animated by this interesting seene he re-
wrned to bis friends with a discncumibefed mund and
a cheerful countenance.  Luther, astomished at this
sudden change, said, © What now! what has hap-
peucd to you, Philip, that you have become so checr-
ful 7 © O sirs,” replicd Melancthon, “let us not be
discouraged, for I have scen our noble protectors, and
suchas, I will venture to say, will prove invincible
against every foc!” © And pray,” rctwned Luther,
thrilling with surpriscand pleasure, ¢ Whoand where
arc these powerful lieroes 3 ¢ Oh 1 said Melaue-
thon, * they e the wives of our parishioners, aad
their little children, whose praycrs I have just wit-
ncssed—prayers which 1 am satisfied our God will
hear, foras ouc heavenly Father, and the Father of
utr Lord Jesus Christ, has uever ! spised nor rejected
v supplications, wa havereason .o trust that he wi'l
not in the present crisis.”  And this saying of his

might atmost b louked upon as popheic, for although



