
tion lias on it the marks of battie.
WVhen wve disparage these, let us also
look ,ith contenpt on the flags fhat
tell of the triumphis won by our an-
cestors on those foughten fields
where our naine and faine and liber-
tics were wvon. But surely I inay
accept what William of Orange did
for the Britishi Islands without bo-
coxnîng an Orangeman. Is not peace
rather thai war the truc note of
life? Is not the kingdoin of
Jesus Christ peace? John Wes-
ley did a great -work in the

' eighiteenth century. fie more than
any other man saved England
from lapsing into paganisîn. But of
hum 1 need flot speak in a Meth-
odist Mazazine.

And, what is the great lesson to
be iearncd from ail these facts? Sim-
ply this: That if any one of these
mon were living 110w, lie would do
a different work £rom that whieh hoe
did in day and generation. fie would
do the work that is necded in the
present century.

We are living under a condition of
things totally different from any-
thin,; thiat lias been on earth before.
CcThe thonghts of mon have widened
with the prooess of the suns." The
Reformers, iu declaring that tie
fioly Ghost speaking in the Serip
tares was the only infallible Inter-
preter and Judge of the xneaning
of Seripture, believed that the fioly
Ghost *would act as a judge doos in
other cases, and therefore inferrod
that intellectual agreement on al
points ouglit to bo and eould ho
arrived at by Christians. History
shows that they were mistaken. No
such agreemnent lias been attained.
It would seemi that the RToiy Ghost
says one thing to, one mnan or Churcli,
another to, a second, and something
difforent to, a third. Churches, eacm
holding a different interpretation of
parts of Senipture have nxultiplied
and prospered. Each is as firm in
its views as at fihe beginning. Each
eau boast of seholars and saints.

EBacli lias persecutcd, as far as it
hias hiad power and opportunity, at
one tinie with the sword of the State,
at another tiiine witli the more cruel
swords of pen ahid toxîgue; and it
did so iviti the conviction that it
W.as doing God service, for wvas it
not flghting for "tixe truth" ?

At length, hiowever, ail the
Churchies are couxing to, thinik and to,
confess, aibeit iii a confused and
hialf-hearted wvay, that the meains in
ivhich alone agreement is to be
looked for are those of saving truth
and hgly living. The brief Aposties'
Crced sums up the supernatural
facts of Christianity. Stili more
briefly does St. Paul sum Up saving
truth as " repentance toward God
and faithf toward the Lord Jesus
Chrisf.-" And holy living is lighit
that can ho seen of ail mnen. Chiris-
tians are now beginning to, leel that
we dishonour the Holy Spirit -Mien
we cover with His naine our spocu-
lations, theologizings, sermonizings,
deductions, one-sidedness, and hu-'
inan limitations generally; and that
ive inufle the truth when we ignore
or obscure the relative importance
of trutlis. Consequently, the vani-
ous Churchos inow a2know,,lodge oach
other, though stili in a liesitating.
and inconsistent way. Each pro-
fesses to ho only a brandi of the
Church, a regiment of one arnxy.
And yet we ha.ve neyer accomnxo-
dated oursolves to these new and
true conceptions. Each Churcli stili
acts- as if it were the only true
Churchi, and deals with ail others,
flot on the prineiple of frank and,
cordial co-operation, but at best on
the principle of compotition. fias
flot the turne for formulating and
acting upon that unity which Chnis-
tians everywhere feel?

T1the village to which 1 have re-
ferred, the four ninisters-all of
thom. good mon-are aIl supported,
in part, by their respective Boards.
The waste of men and nioney, in
view of the adxnitted fact that the
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