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T is a sign of progress in our church
that nearly all the congregations hold
annual meetings and earefully review ‘the
work of the year. ¢ Stock” is taken, statis
tics are given, and the leading items are
sent to the press for general circulation.
Woe read with renewed pleasure these con-
gregational reports in our contemporaries,
and we nots that, as a rule, there is pro-
gress—in many cases very marked prugress ;
new churches are orected, or old churches
are repaired ; comfortabl. munses e pro-
vided for pastors; the stipend is increased ;
contributions to the schemes of the church
are more liberal than ever ; the Sabbath-
school is larger and better equipped ; at-
tendance at the prayer-meeting, in muny
quarters, is better than ever ; mure names
have been added to the roll of cummuui
cants—the Sabbath-school yielding a large
percentage of the additions ; evidence is not
lacking that the people’s interest in religious
affairs Is deepeving and broadening.

Nearly all the ccngregations publish an
annual repoit, or rather a series of reports,
more or less elaborate, from Kirk sessiuns,
trustees, missionary committees, Sunday-
schools, yo gcmen’s and young women's
sssociations, &c., in which the transactions
of the year are set forth and commented

tully got up. They are all interesting as
affording an insight into the different ways
in which the practlcal work of the church
is carried on. Many of them contain an
alphabetical list of the names and addresses
of the members and adhercnts of the con-
gregations — a congregational directory,
especially useful tv the minister and the
members of the session. In some of the
larger congregations, alung with the full
list of names, There is given a detailed state-
ment of the amounts contributed by each
individual for the missivn.ry and benevo-
lent funds of the church under the care of
ths General Assembly—¢The schemes bf
the church,” as thuy are rather inaptly
called. Opinion is divided us to the advis-
ability of doing this. To sume it savours
of oslentation, and it is ubjected to on the
strength of an oft-quoted text,—‘ When
thuu doest thine alms let not thy left hand
know what tby right hand doeth.,” There
are pleuty of instances in which if the left
hand did know what the right gave, it
would know very little. DBut, aerlously, it
is wrong to classify gifts for missionary
purposes with alms-giving. They ought
rather to be rwaxded 3, yro tanto, the ac-
count of a man’s “stewardship.” On the
other hand it is contended, upun scriptural
authority also,—‘ Let your light so shine

before men that they may see your good



