38

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

THE NEW SUPPLEMENTING
~ SCHEME. -
In a communication in your‘la.st issue,

the attontion of yonr readers was briefly
twrned to the new Supplementing Schemeo

- of tho Presbyterian Church in Canada.

It was then shown that the aim of the
Assembly was to increaso the amount of

wipgpord Fiven to ministers who receive
thé smaller sslaries, in every case to $600.

per annum and a manse, and further to
mako o vigerous offort to secure if possi-
ble $760.00 and a manse. The nced of
such an effort was urged by a refevence
$o the facts.that within the bounds of the
&yaod of the Maritimre Provinces, nearly
two-thirds of the settled pastors receive
a less amouut thaun the minimum aimed
at for oll, and that these pastor® receive
on in average only about §540.00 per an.
nun:, Tho terms upon which the As-
sembly preposes to give assistance, and
the magnitude of the effort to be made
in ordor to accomplish-the desired object
wera also indicated. .
In the letter T wish to emphasize still
urther the prossing need of the proposed
effort, as W(Sl as to advert to the princi-
ples which underlie the Churches action,
and to discuss briefly the character of the
regulations which have been proposed for
the administration of the projected {unds,

The best evidence of the pressing need
for the proposed ecffort is to be found in
the naked facts of the case. These have
already heen prosented in one form.. They
will however, bear to bs repeated in an-
other shape. Probably thers are very
fow if any intelligent persons conneeted
with our Churbh who will not readily ad-
mit that an income of §630.00 per anpum
&nd & manso is the vory lowest sum on
which a minister under even the moat
faveurable circumstances could be ex
peoted to live with comfort and to carry
on his work with efficiency. At the pres-
ent moment however their are about 60
congregations in our Synod which fall be-
16% this vory modest sum. There are
twenty-eight which exceed £500 00 and a
msnse and do not go beyord $600.00 and
ajmause, which exceed $400.00.and 8
manso, and donot contribiite more than
$500.00 and & manse, and twenty which

ige from their own resources only §400.
jand a manso orjunder that amount.
Sitrely theso facts demonstrate the need,
tho imperative need for immedinte vigor-
oug, universal and sustained offort.

With referenco to the principles which
underlie the Asscmbly’s ‘eall {o the pro-
jooted effort, there is happily little room

for contreversy. Thoso which lie at the
very foundation of the movement ave tho
unity of the Church and the conseguent
obligation of the strong to help tho weak.
As Presbyterians, we look upon- al} our
members and congregntiona a3 belongin
to the same body and thus united %o eac
ether by tho femderest and strengest
bonds. Were we congregationalists, did
we believe the true theory of the Church
to be that avery congragation is am inde-
pendont organization, wo might with
some appearance of consistency if not
propriety, leave each congregation to
shitt for itself. But helding to the unity
of the Church, contending that the weak-
er conﬁregations areasmuch a part of the
Church as the stronger, we cannot ignora
the fact that they haye claims of peculiar
strength upon the Church asa whole.

Bat if the Charch is one, why shouid

she not pour all her contributions for the
support of her ministers -into & common
Fund, as she does for the maintenance of
ber missionaries, and thus show mofe
plainly her unity, as well as secure a
greater measure of equality, if not of
equity, in their distribution?

Various answers might perhaps bo glv-
en to this question, but it will suffice in
this connection to direct attention to the
fact, that practically the past working of
the Church in the MMaritime Provinces
has been in the line of Supfplemen& rath-
than of Sustentatino. Before the union
of 1875 both branches of the Church as-
sistedwweak congregations bysepplements,
and the same method has ever since been
pursued all over the Church.

But the
the proposed regulations for the adminis-

tration of the Funds which may be con-

tributed by the Church just aud equita.
ble? Befora attempﬁn% & direct answer
to this inquiry, it may be well to direct
attention to the fact, that these rogula-
tions ate, in tho meantime, only provis-
ional, that they are proposed by the As.
sembly with the expressed hope that the
Church may “bo ablo noxt year to bring
& valuable increase of experience to bear
upon this great interest of the Church
with the view of improving the =maid

Scheme of Augmentation, or of preparing

the way for o new Scheme toward whic]

our experience may bs found to point.”
In general terms it may be said, however,
that go far as the conditions on which.as-
sistance is proposed to be given aro con-
cerned, they are nmot altogether new or
teutative, but rather the outgrowth of tho
experienceof the past, asweil as of an at-
tentive oconsideration of the situation
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nestion may be raised: are
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