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j\ delightfi l nI îman, w~ho rule(l his scholars as a
father nîight his childrcn, lie had always eîîtercd with
as înîîch ?.est into their holiday enjoynients as itîto thecir,
studies.

The acadenîy 'vas oiiC of tic bcst of ils, kind "'est of
the 'Mississippi River. 'l'lie majority of its scholars Crime
fîomn a distance, but a few resided ini Riclgcland a-id its
vicinity. F"or several wceks youthful cnthutsiasin liad
been evokced over the coniing v'acatioxi, for it was kîîown
that the Professor înceditated somie excursion for lus
qechool on a scale that would cast thc cxpIeditiotîîs of
former years complecly iii the shade.

1I'd givc niy best bail and bat to k'wwhat the P>ro-
fessor's plans arc," cried Dick WVilson above the bahel of
confused discussion abolit liinî.

IIt's going to bc a regular excursion, and no nîlisttke,"
rcmiarked Erncst Blake. Il For over a week I have becu
rccciving extra mioney aîîd clothing from home, and niy
p)arents wrote mie that they would not expcct mic there
this vacation, but told mie that 1 would be under tie
charge of Professor Ballentine for th icnet eiglit
wecks."

"Ilcsaine with mie, boys," interjected another voice.
Eight weeks !Lt nieans a long jouirniey."

If Uic>' only miake it eighty days, it, wouild gîve
uis lime enouîgh to go arotind the world," suggested
l)ick.

Il e won't do that," snîiiled Ned, Il'but we'll go farther
than last year, whien ive liad such a iglorious vacation
campling out lit Lakec Clear."

IOr the year before, when the Professor look the
whlole school to the delîs of Wisconisini," reniarked l)ick.
I 1 azd a peep into the Profussor's laboratory yester-

day.",
.1 Vat did you sec ? " (Ieniaiided a dozcuî curious

voiccs.
Maps and Chanîs, and ail nîarkcd off as if for a long

And thé' railroad agent %vas ('loseted with the Pro-
fessor for an houir ycsterdayt>," said Erncest Blake. "'l'lie
orders arc out to pack up at once."

I 1SI)-, boys, ias there ever suclh a jolly old fellow a>
i'rofcssor B3allentinie," lurokc iii lick Wilson, l' and his
-,ood-i.aured clerk and brother, M Ir. James? 'Ihere's

a stsaction iii learning lessons. Don't you lind it so,

Ncd l)arrow fluslicd w~itlî conscious nîodcsty. Ile
lîad that niorning reccived the Iirst priz'e for scholarship,
and his friend's -illusion made hlm Uicth admiring centre
of the group.

Not an envious iniotion "'as visible in a single face.
'Ned Darrow, acconnodating and courteous, hiad beeni
their ack'nowledged favourite and leader for mîîny a
nionth.

But 1rofessor Ballentin&es granilliar school lhad a rival
faction, and the lively personal gossip> %vas silcnced
as a piTty of four boys slowly saintered towaid th
spIot.

'lle eldest and centre of the approaching group was
a lad older anîd tailler thaiî Ned l)arrow, and mîucî
better dressed than any of his conîpaimions.

His naine ivas Ralph Warden, and althougli lie had
attended the school only a fewv îîonths, lie had during
that lime establishied aýn clemient of dissension and
rivalry aniong the hitlierto friendly classes of the
acadeniy.

Th'le spoiled, haughty scion of in aristocratie famiiily,
lie liad mîîde lîiiiself intenscly disagrecable on nman)
occasions, and wvas gcneralh, avoidcd, cxcept for a
few chosen Compilions. I-le secmced to possess an
especial dislike for Ned l)arrow, anîd his ill-tiîned
sneers antI quarrclsoîie disposition hiad a teiîdency

bo repress tlie vivacity of Uic group as lîey saw iîn
approaching.

1I1 is face show'ed ils uisual hiaughty expression of as-
suinicd superiority, aiîd as lie passed Ned I arrow by
with, a glance of indifférence, it ival mlanîfrest to his Coin-
panions that tlie priY.e NecI Iad rcceivcd for sehlir-
ship rankled iii Raîpli Wardeni's hecart.

%%'hat's going on ?"denîanded tlie latter of Erniest:
Blake. Il Vou're niakiîîg noise enough to \VelCOIîîe Ille
P'residenit."

Il We're worked up to tlîe highest lulîcl of curiosity ais
to the l>rofessor's intentled trip to-niiorrowv," responded
lE'rncst heartily.

Ralph suiiîe(li telilltously.
luîniphi ! Going iiild over sonie penny' trip of ten

tuiles, lie ejaculated.
"X'ou'll find it a pleasanit trip if it resenîbles that of

Ist yezar," ventured Ned DI)rrow, refuting Ralph's shîr
on their yeai'ly expedition.

Il ou have the advaiitagc of knowing iliai, pnip
sneered Raîph, turniîig a glance of dilik on the
speaker.

WhI» shouild 1 ? " tîenanded Ned.
"Because youi're iii aIl tlîc old fogy's secrets."

WVhat old fogv ?
,-Thîe I>rofessor."
'Shanie !" înurnurcd several voices.
lOh, don't play the hypliociite," cried Raîpu ai a

buîlying nianner. Il Th'e I>rofessor gels paid for aIl lie
docs for us. l)on't inistake his kiniless of heart for
services. 1 said you 'vere iii his secrets. YVon -rc ;
cverybody knows that. N'ou in'it thick w~ith your cr01»',
his b)rothier, M~r. Janies, for noîlîing"

'lhere wîas no commuent on Ralph Wa-.rdcni's w~ords
now. A dead silence liad fallen ovcr the group. lu
Ralph's disagrecable nianner tlie boys traced an incipient
quarrel, and sîood mute, fixedly regarding Ralph and
Ned as thîey faccd cach other grsiey

'RalpîtWrdî, Ned said steadilv, after an omnus
pause, - tlierc is not a boy hiere î"ho echoes pour uinglen-
loeanld sentiments against the kind Irofessor wu -Ill

lv idrespect, nr(01believe one Cal)îî folind
w~ho blcesyour uinjust accusation agaînst ulyself. yVon
%'aut to quarrel îvith nie."

IloViu're t00 niucli of a coward to figlit," tauintcd
Ralphl, clenching his fîsîs nîenacingîy as a niurnur of
approval of Ned's words reaclhed bis cars.

"l'Il save niy courage for sonîething better thania
play.ground ral"replied Ned cahwily. Il Corne, boys,
wc wvon't mnar a happy day I)y kceping uip tbis tiseless
contention."

Ned tuirned on lus hieel w~ith quiet digniity as lie spokec.
Ripli W'ardcii fltished wih anger as lie observeà the
williîîg desertion of a majority of thîe boys 10 Ned's
cause.

X'ou îimagine 'ou own tlîe sclîool anid tlie boys in it
becauibe )ou took a priie iii scbiolarsip," cried Rallili
spitefully lifter Ned. Il ou are ratlier higlî-toned for a
charity scîiolatr."

Xed l)arrow turiîed as thlough stung by a serpent.
The dcclaratioîi %vas a btartliîîg one. l'is face paîcd
quîickly, anîd in a voice a trifle hiusky' witî eiotioiî lie
dcîîîaîded sternly-

Raîpli Wardeîî, wliat do you îîîeaî by that?"
1I mlean what I say."

"Vou caîl nie a chanit' stîdent. I do îot, cîîoose to
aîlow a stitemîîeit like tlît-"

Begga.r.s shotild not bc ciloo.sers," interruîpted Ralph
savagcîy, iii a rccklcss toile of voice. "M>'y fatlier, as a1
truîstee of tlîe acadcniy, secs tic books, anîd your tuîitioîî
lias îlot l>eeiî paîd for six nîlonlths.",

"I do îl0ot helieve youî are telliîîg tlîe trutlu.""

Q 54


