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HATL INSURANCE.

Another hail Insurance measure,
somewhat similar to the bill discussed
at the )ast scssion of the ‘egislature,
lias been before the provincial house,
The il provides that the government
should undertake to establish a sys-
tem of hail lusurance, by levying a
tax upon all assessable lands, snid tax
10 be collected by the municipalities
and forwarded to the municipal com-
missioner. The rate mentioned is one
cent per acre, but If this amount is
found insufficlent, the levy may be in.
creased to three cents per acre.

Little objection could be taken to a
povernment system of hail insurance,
provided it were carried out on an
equitable basls, goverued by sound
husiness principle. It rejuires very
little thought, however, to disecrn
tile objectionable features of ihe bill
now before the Manitoba iegislature,
The principle Involved in this bl s
vicloug gna wicked in the extreme,
and 1t 1¢ indeed surprismg  that so
many membpers should rise to support
gech a crude aud radically wrong
measure.  The bill does ot go on the
principlo. that those who recelve the
benefit should pay the tax. It is
smply proposed to tax all land for
the benefis of those who grow grain,
How wrong this is can be shown In
many ways. The owner of & pour
farm, only o Lmited portion of which
1= valuable for cultivation, must pay
the same tax 8s the owner of a farm
every acre of which is first-class laad,
Again, the farmer who devotes his land
mainly to stock ralsing or dairying
would be taxed to protect the big
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wheat farmers. One would think
that such a measure as this, so utter-
ly unreasonable in its provistons,
would havdly recelve cousideration
from an ..2-elligent body of men, much
less be so freely endorsed as this bill
was by many members of
the Manitoba legislature. {ome
members, however, even went heyond
the provislons of th» ML atd advised
that the tax b: miule general on all
property, urhian as well as rural,

This bill, which represents the em-
Lodiment of vicious class legislation,
will not b prossed this year., On the
request of  the leader of the house,
coupled with the promise that the
governmant wili try to devise some
plan of hail insuirance, the measure
is. to be allowe:d to stand over uatil
another scesion.

In the debate one member charac-
terized the LIl as a mutuzl system
of insurance. Of course it is nothing
of the kimd, the principle heing quite
different to that of muiual insurance,
wherain all  interested receive pro-
tection on an equitalble basis, by con-
sont of the assure:l.

It Is difficult to understand this
hobby in Manitoba for a compulsory
system of hail insuraice., The point
to be remembered is, that hail insur-
eance Is not difierent in principle from
any other kind of insuranc. Farmers
suffer Joss from [ire, a8 well us from
hail. fThe annual loss from praivie
fires alone is quite a serious matter,
yet we have never heard of any pro-
rosal to levy u general tix for fire
insurance purposes. 1f the principle
of levying a tax be right, why not
fncrease the tux and make it cover
loss from fire, or frost damage for
that matter? It weunid be quite
within o legitimate spher> of action
for the goverument to vstablish a
system of hail insuranc:, or for that
matter fire or life insurance. Life in-
suranco, invleed, could be handled by
the government to the great ad-
vantage ol the community. The ouly
thing is, to do th: business on a busi-
ness basts, so that those who wish to
avail themselves of the protection
alforded, shoul! pay for It, in pro-
portion to the amount of their risk.
It the vicious principle embodied in
this hail insurance bil} were vecogniz-
¢d and carried? into effect, it might be
applied In other ways also, and there
would be no knowing where the mat-
ter would end.

WEEDS.

The weed iuspector does not appear
to be very much in evidence these days,
In the Winnipeg district at jeast. .\
drive of a few miles alonyg any high-
way leaditg out of the city wili hring
to view some excellent crops of weeds
rapidly approaching maturity, Along
the Portage road large fields of mus-
tard iu full dloom may be seen in
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cevery direction, and no attempt ap-
pavently is being made to destroy thig
weed. The French or stink weed hag
already about matured its [irst crop.
O:t one: farm n man was observed
plowing under a heavy crop of French
weed, which would store  the woil
with sufficlent seed of this abominable
weed  to produce heavy crops for
years. In another cage a field of this
bad weed wns feing mowed, which
will be all right if the crop is  well
raked up and burned. This however,
is havdly likely to be done, as it scems
to be curtomary to cut the weeds and
leave them lying on the ground to
shed thelr seeds. At least this is the
plan which the writer has freguent-
Jy observex! followed in past years,
So far as the Winnipog Jistrict is
concerned, at  Jeast, the regulations
regarding the destruction of novxious
weeds are slimply a farce. Not o shade
ow of effort is made to enforcz the jaw
and any cutting of weeds that is done,
is usually performed after the seeds
are about matured or so nearly so
that they will mature after cutting,
thus making the attempte at their des-
truction shuply a waste > ;abor.

Improvements in Crop Growing.

Defore the select standing commit-
tee on agricuiture and colonization of
tne Dominion house Prof. James W,
Jiobertson, commissiouer of agrleulture
aud dairytg, gave evidence recently
which 18 of great interest to the farm.
ing community of Canada and which
would specially repay careful perusal
by those engaged in farming on the
western prairics as the conditions gov-
erning successful agricuiture here are
not yet [ully understood. In the
courso of his remarks Prof. Robertson
drew attention to the importance of
the agricultural industry in  Canada
and the large proportion of the popu.
Jation of the Dominion which is de.

pendent upon it for a
living., In  this  connection e
said: "3\ very large  propor-

tvion of our people depend for their Jive
ing and for their success m life on
agriculture. In the widest sense, na-
tional prosperity depends primarily on
the production of wealth out of our
naturitl resources. ‘"The great fisher-
ies of this country yield aunually %28,-
GO0,00C0; the mines and mining, in.
cluding coal, $37,000,000; the for.
estry and mmber interests, including
firewood, as near as they can be esti-
mated, $80,000,000; the tarm trops
not less than 280,000,000 and all
farn: products, including crops, not less
than $600,000,000. Gocd times fols
Jow the Tortunes of the farmers.”

Prof. Robertson divides the difficul-
ties which confront the farmers of
Canada inte five sorts, as follows:

1. Those that arise out ol the grow-
ing of crops. (These are becoming
greater every year from the partial
exhaustion of th= soil, from the in-
creasing  prevadence ol weeds, and
from the mere viclous and  general
attacks of insect and fungus nests.)

2, Thos» that come srom the neces-
sity of mecting the demands of mar-
kcts for botter qualities in every-
thing. .

3. Thos> which grow out of tho
changed: conditions of life, and which
require the farmers to carcy on more
varied, mixed or diversified classes of



