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GRAIN IIANDLING.
During the past feîv weekcs there have

been a grent many complaints mande
against the managers of the C.P.fl. on tic
subject of grain handling nit diflioreîît
toîvus on thoir main linos and branches,
some of whicli have thcir origin iii a real
inconvexiience, if net a griovance to shîip-
pers and grain raisers. As yct tho elevri-
tor facilitiez througlîout tire Nortîwest
ore fair short of tic demands of the grain
trade cf the country, which is only îvhat
wvculd bc expccted rifter the rripid work cf
railway construction îvhici lias been car-
ried fo-ward during the past tîvc yerirs,
nnd uxîder sue'. %ýircumstanccs it is ecarly
the duty cf Uic mnanagers cf tire C.P.u.
and other raitways to incet, even if by
special arrangenments the peculini' deniands
cf the country.

Tlîe coniplaint nîost licard cf late is te
the effect tîtat the conditions uponl wliiell
the C.P.R. managers wilI allcw cf tIre
construction cf elevaters rit their difl'erent
stations are such as te shut out mn cf
iimited mens, and have a tcndency under
present circunistances of tirro-,ving tic
grain trade into tire lîands o! a powerful
mnocpoly to tIre injury cf the agricultural
intercsts. Tîte dan-er pointed cut and
the inconvenience ccmnplriined of, wlille
niagnilled beyond wvhat thp facts cf
tIre case wli warrant, is nlot witlrout
foundation. Thre O.P.R. ilianrigors insist
tlîat elevators cn tlieir traek mnust have a
storage capacity cf 25,000 bushels. 'vhicir
storage threy edgo-( iith certain conditions
wliicli makze it a kind of pr-o bone prdilico
arrangement, which must rit tinies prove
an annoyance te a regnîrir grain shiipptr
Niiîo constrîtets and operates orie. flu anr
interviewv with a delegritien of citizpins
who îvaited upox Iini regarding Wiaîu-
peg elevator arrangements, Gpnerai Màan-
ager Van Horne explained very lucidly
the Coîîîpany's resens for fixing thiq 25,
000 bushiel cripaeity. and te amy pArson
ricquainted with the grain tradi' tlîry are
net witliout iveiglit. Tt lias bepu a note
nious fact tlîrouliout the Western States
that wvhere no sucli capaeity qualification
,existed, any man whio possessfderinoughi
EfloflC te ereet a boxc cf a shied and have
:$500 left te trade upon, was in a position
te engage in grain shipping, amd sucîr

moa prove(l as a rule very pliant tools in
tire hands of great grain opr'raters at Clhi-
cage and etîrer grain centres. Thpir iii-
peeuniosity kept tIren alîvays in a position
te be squeczed rit wihl, and ready te clutah
rit wliat scemed a chance cf riirking a
large profit, Iri scores cf towns tIre :îum-
ber cf grain buyers iras tee great for ail]
te ninke a living out cf tIre availabie trade,
and îvcrk upen a moederato nîrrgin, and in
inost cf sucli instances a pool or combina-
ticn iras eventually reched by wlvhicli tîxe
preducer anid seller wris sure to lio tho
sufl'erer. It ivas te avoid stuiî a 'Ante cf
afl'nirs that tic C.P.R. managers inîsti-
tutcd thc 25,000 bushiel capmcity, amd it
must bo acknewicdgcd thrit tîreir ainr 'vas
a commiendable c-ie wlien the best inter-
ests cf Uic grain producers are considered.

In endeavoring te rericli desirabie re-
suits well incliiîcd people oftcn adcpt an
extrenre course whicli frustratcs tIre very
effort made, and we fear tIre C.r.R. mani-
agers have faulen inte thîis errer. Thocir
cwn activity in tic nork cf rilway con-
struction lias caused an extraordinary
demaxîd for grain hîanîdling facilities %vîxile
they have placed tire suppiying cf these at
a figure vhricli places threm. iithin tIre
reacir cf cnîy a feiv, toc feiv by far for
the ivants cf tIre country. It dees sceni
a piece cf extreno action in a country
ieast able cf ail on this continent te grap-
plù'îvitlî its grain hianclling, te place tIre
oppertunity cf e.igaging in tixat iverk
iiîer tliau ox aîîy otier raiîvay in ex-

istence. Tîrere is not, se far as ire are
aivare, anethrer riulway on tlîis continent
winich places tIre minirnunt capacity cf its
ehevritors rit 2.5,000 and, %vithout lookinge
fer a precedent, ire know cf ne reasen for
the C P *R. mdopting sucîr a lofty limit,
iuer crin ire even imagine one îrhiclr would
jrîstify the saine. A capaeity cf 10,000
bushiels r~ould have been enougli fcr the
country clevritor requirenients cf our
NeTrthi-wpst, and a figure dffficult cf rit-
tainient by a young country se tlîinîy
pepulated ris yet. But the 25,000 limit
plaeed by the Op P Ire have ne ixesita-
tien in ranking rit a burdenisome and un-
necessary load placed upon a pioncer
population. It is net te bo îvondercd rit

tixat tIre people cf the 'ýanadiai «North-
west should have fears cf a grerit grain
nioncpoly. Railway management in
Northern Dakota and Nortiera Minne-
sotri lias placcd the grain trade cf tîrese
districts iii thc iiands cf tie Miliers'
Association of Minneapolis, a powerful

and unasqailabie menopoly, te îrliich ovory
indépinrlent buyer mnust toady and doctor
bis pricps or go inito insolvcncy. %Vo crin-
net bclieve tîxat tIre C'P. R. ilîiagers wishi
te reduco tIre Crînadian Nortlrwest te
suci a stateocf dependency upon amy
nîonopoly, but assuredly sucli arrange.
moents as Uic 25,000 buslîcîs minimtum
fcr country elevritors tend very minch in
tîxat direction, Tîtat cempaîiy lias ccoi-
ferred on thren, by the power cf tIre
present Dominion C4cvernment, c ortain
privileges timrt rit lerist can crîly bo rated
ris justifiable iiinepolies, and it is tIroir
iîîterest te bo doubly guarded against Uic
introdluctiont cf anything thiat could bo
calied ail injustifiable monopoly.

THE OGTOBER BARK STATEMUET.
The stritenient ef Catiadian ]3ank-s for

Qutober is ras satisfactory ris cculd bne
expccted under the circunistrinces. Tixere
lias beem an increase of circulation froni
Septenîber Ist, tIre Lie ut wlrîcl the hîrr-
vest began te fiuîd its way te nmrket e!
a$3,440,000. Tis is considerably less ex-
pansion than teck place during tîte fall
nicntls cf tIre twe years proviens, tIre
figures for thxose being in 1881, $7,500,-
000, and fi 1882 about $6,500,000. Thîis
reductipin in expansion is riccounted for
by tire fact that the crops îvere very late
in ccmnéî te niatu rity, and as a cense-
quent result se large a proportion cf the
crop as ustial lias net yet boom convertedl
ite cash. Thore lias alào been a redue-

tien in tire yield, cspeci.lly is Ontario,
vhîichl lias lmd not a little te do0 iith the
contraction in circulation. But the total
circulaticn nevertheles. is g-renter than it
iras iii previcus yerirs. It iras iii rt tîre
end cf October £ully liai! a million larger
tîran it iras on tire saine date in 188],
notîvitlistanding tire fact tîtat seven mii-
lions nrd a liaI! limd just been put into
circulation. TIhis en.ideirces thc large in-
ererise in tire anrourît cf money requirod
te conduat tire ordinary business cf the
country froin îvhirt it was a year or tire
mgo. Tlîe internai trade cf Canada five
years ageo rcquired $25,000,000 cf brink
circulation te carry it on. Noir ever $35,-
000,000 are required for that purpese,
being an int-rcrise cf 40 per cent. in tic
regular business o! tine country. Govern-
ment depesits rire iower, tue Dominion
being $378,860 and Uic Provincial $364,
100 less. A gratifying feature cf the
stateixietit is the stcridy irîcrorise in the
savings cf the people. Two years ago the
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