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GoId ln BrItIsh Columibia. wero the tirat; tercach the district. Two only
British Columbia inay one day rauk arnong raturtîcd te Victoria ; the llriud, il was

tho richest minerai districts cf the world. The charitaiîiy rumored. had beau caten b y his
first goid rush te liais counrtry took place la cfliradas on thre îvay. The Fraser and
1858, and sirico that tiate more than f ty Columnbia rivera are the twc principal natural,
million dollars wvorlh cf "duiis" has beel, ex. higliwiays te the mining country. The Govera-
ported hy the local banks. Wlîea il is con. ment lias beco very anergetic ili niaking roads
aidcred tirat oxrîy a arnali portioln cf ita 350,080 anri trails wherever tis prospects cf a district
square miles lias yct voeu expicred, it is warranted il, but conîsidcrnbly more wili haâe

imupossible te estianate w'hat store cf preclous to ho dotte before the province i8 propcrly

inatais reay bo lyiug thora. It muet ha re- opened up. Labor is noîv cheaper tban in the
mnembcrcd, moicover, Ihat rîoarly al! the goid old days, and thre cost of supplies is aise much
fotund has been "pincer" mmcnd, iLe., taken out loiver ; but the axpeuceocf sendmng ore te
cf threlbcd and banîks cf rivera and creeks. The ho snieited is; atilI a great drawback 10 the

mouintains have beau scarcely touched as yeî. advancarent cf quartz mining. Britislh Coi-
Quartz miniug will certai:îiy folcw% la the stops umbia la divided liet six main districts for
of the alluvial discoveries, as il has donc la iîiag purposes-viz., Carihoc, Cassiar, Koet.

California, anrd whara liis takes place it ivili euay, Lilîcet, Yale and Ominieca. Theso arc

prohably exorcise au extraordiaary influenrce 01, again split up into divisions, each cf îvhich la
the growtlî cf tihe province, aud Victoria may tiader thre cciitrol of a Gcld Cammissioner
yet become a second Sani 1rancisco. At prescrit appointed hy tire Gcvernmîent, wirose dulios
the mining operations of tlie conurtry )lave beîî cOnsist in recordiiig dlamas, scttlling disputed
almoat eîrtirely carried cri by diggors-nien of titles, and genorally acting as local ruaglatrata.

little moirey and les scielltifle knlowiedge-andi The iniiiitig lairs ara very simple. Aay maie

it only requires theo introduction cf capital aud over 16 years of age cru take cut a "Ifrao

skilled prospectera te pave theo way' te iucir miuer's liceuse" for fivo dollars, and may thea

greatter resultq. enter on and mine any unappropriatad landa.
The principal 'Ilind" îvlich sel the goid His "1claire", inny consist of a plot a huadred

oxcitameat out foot %vas at the Cnriboc district, feet square, and must bie markod out hy stakes
about 150 miiles north cf the prescrnt railway. and recorded or registered. If ho leaves it for

Therewias not aven a trail, mîîcl les a wangon more than 72 ]tours, unless for Bickuss or othr

rond te thaI poinît in the old dasyt, but hefore resoeable cause, anycue clsc may step iu and
lcng, sovaral bîuuditrcd mninera hiad brave1 tihe taire possession, etherise aobody an interfere

perils cf the journey and were bauaily at irorr ivitir his operaticus.
there. At Willianms Creoir as much as 400 For thc bcîîeflt cf the uninitiated it inay bo
ounces were taken out daily, rcpresenting a, advisabie 10 give a brief accormnt cf the mothods
valua of soe £1,440 ; at Antier Creck thre adopted la tis country for obtaiaing goid.
amnount was stili largor, andri n several claims Tho principal cf nearly ail ferre cf «-placer"

Qver £500 a day %vas tihe average yield. In inniig is 10 separate the gold front thc graval

this wild, untrodden regicu, the cust cf living or earth; anîcng which it la scattered by mens
wris aaturally tremeudious. Theo nly enter- cf watcr, a owing te itd weight it; sinirs te tihe
'prising stereeper wiro scttied thera at first hottern cf the vos. la ln which it is î,vashed.
nnanagcd teananas asanabifor-tune. Five dollars Focr Ibis reason aise. the largest quantity cf

<about £1 sterling> %vas thi notdest suru clnnrged gold la a paying diaimi 1 aiwnys foirnd nearest
for a irîcai cf bana anrd bacon ; fleur doit a tire bcd.rock cf rivera, irbere itliras sunk and
dollar a pounal, and iras hard to get aven aI lies nnixcd ivith andl ccvered by tee.-nl foot a!
that prica; and wvhisky, for whiiclî tiha demand gravel, ailI, and boralders. If tira bcd of acrcek

iras, cf course, inexhaustible, wras retailcd at the is dry, as l8 atsai la tho eutamer maoulus, a
rata cf Iîslf i d.ollar a 81ass. Tlîrcc piaes saft la surir urtili tue rocky bottoiîî je
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reaclied wlîcu ail the earth taken out is
cnrefully îvashed. This la accornplitihed by
mens of a suries of long troughs, open at ai
end, snd shaped se that they can bc fitted into
ono anothor. Tho dirt istarw brivu te tb.o
troughis, and a sltreant of water is directed
tlîrough thoin, ivashing &Hl the iightcr particles
avay, but allowing the golà te sink. t0 the
bottom, îvhere il; is cauglit by pieces of wood
called "rifles" inaijcd acroze at short intervila.
Somtetimes wben tihe "dust" je very fille, mer-
cury is poured hehind the riffles9 te catth and
amaigamate the particles, whichà the force cf
the wator might otherwlae bc strong enough te
%vash away. Once every day or wveck, or aa
the richnesa of the fini %varreuta it, the troughit
are "4cleanod rip," and the residuuni scraped
loto pans, where it j8 separated by careful
hand.washing. British Columbia gold i8 of a
very pure quaiity, and usually fetches about
$18 (£3 15.s.) per ounce. Not unfrequently
shafts have te ho aunk for a considerable depth
before the rock.hed 18 reached, and then pumps
have to ba ernployed te keep tihe water eut of
the workings. Sometimes a 8udden flood wil
destroy the work of monthe at a mine. One of
these tock place last year at MclCullocb Creck,
drowning an American gentleman namned Manie,
who was vliiing the dlaim. But want cf wtiter
la oftea a more serions drawvbnck than tee much
cf it, as without it '<placer" mining cannot ba
carried on at ail.

Minera are usually represented as a rouit
lot ail the world over, bart there la fir more
respect for 111e and 11mb in the campss of Britith,
Columbia than over the border ini Califernia.
And, although a gold rush la any new locality
is sure te attract a certain number of American
miners, their native aggressivenes aoon gels
toned dowa whcîr they discovcr that the law la
pretty rigidiy administere'I. Ail nationaitios
are representcd there, and aIl sce to shai-e a
thorugir catempt for thre refinemeats cf civiiz-
allen. Thercila a tcrytoldcf ayoung Eng.ish.
man fresh from Oxford who accostcd a party cf
minera on the way te thoir moriig work with
the artoca question, ««I say, yen fellows, where's
the best place te dig liera?" The party stoppcd
,vith oe accord, teck in» At a glarice the white


