A Pioneer’'s Farm in the Boundary
District of B, C.

Foliowing the recently published
general notice of the farming district
Iying west of Midway, B, C, from
Rock Creek to Sidley, on Anarchist
Mountain, some particulars will now
be given of the largest llnlle holdln‘
in that dl!lrhl, that of Mr. J.
ley, J. P., after whom the Bldlvy p ‘ll
office was named.

Mr. Sidley Is the oldest settler, in
point of residence, of the ranchers of
Anarchist Mountain. He seitled there
in 1884, after having put in a couple
of years placering on Rock Creek and
other places where “pay dirt" was
either known or belleved to occur. In

ra
this nelghborhood he
laughed at for thinking of ranching in
& place so0 isolated as his land then
was. Westwards lay Os00yoos, about
@ dozen miles away, and in the oppo-
site direction a few placer miners
were to be found on or wbout Rock
Creek. Eholt's, as Midway was known
before Its enterprising founder had

townsite in the
as not then the stopping
ter became, after Louls Eholt
ed it, nor was there any
Grand Forks in those days, although
Grand Pralrie, as the open lands near
what Is now widely known as Grand
Forks were called, was a favorite pas-
turage for cattle, especially for those
intended for the Kootenay, and an oc-
casional bund for the northwest. Af-
ter leaving [reland, Mr. Sidley had
had farming experience in Ontario, so
that when he decided to ome i
rancher in the “wild and woolly west"
he was by no means a tenderfoot in
this connection.

Space considerations forbid this plo-
neer rancher being followed through
all the ups and downs, sspeclally the
latter, of early effort In this district.
With no market within a reachable
distance, and no roads to get to onc
even were there one within a day or
two's journey, the prospect was cer-
tainly not encouraging. Yet like many
another hardy trail-breaker, he had to
flounder along his lonely ranching
trail, until the following of many n
moccasin and more modern “An'lll"
or “Manitoba” broadened and
eventually space had been clelrod for
wagons and  sleig) and now the
early advent of that “bush mission-
ary,” the rallway lotmno(lve, is being
expectantly looked

From its small llnt beginnings Mr.
Sidley's ranch has gradually been in-
creased In size, until to-da “l area s
about 2,000 acres, Including arable
land equal to any In the district, pas-
ture lands, and some fine timber coun-
try, upon which fir, Dl and tama-
nvl much of this timber suitable for

w logs, are to be found In abund-
ue The timbered lands are gener-
ally of good soll, having open nrmhu
up to B0 acres among the belts of
trees, and so well suited for dalrying,
especially as numerous springs pro-
vide plenty of water. In the ni
borhood are ranges fit for either sheep
or cattle, so that either dairying or
ralsing cattle or sheep for the butcher
can be followed to advantage,
ally now that markets are becomin
easily accessible. Heretofore uutndu
of a small market at Camp McKinney
and Midway, there has been little de-

Aals produce, but
remo

Boundary Increase in
provide 4 market for these and other

products.

Bnidn the 2,000 acres of nurchu-d
land just mentioned, and which
situate lmmedlnel north of the ln-
ternational hounalr! l\n, lr 8lal;
Inl under a three yi lease, wi

he approval of the lndlnn agent for
lhe district, several Indlan allotments
Just across the line, which divides hh
rchased land fr

“ om ‘eased lota.

is land is \Indtr cultivation this
season for the first time, and vats and
barley sown on

saw the crops
Incl the eunlntoa
on o{ this l-nd. the total area
idley had under cultl: ntln IMI n-r
was about 400 acres, of 150
I'l

which there are in all

M rall
were argest crop, “both In
area and ﬁ-u, M-“nuon. OM fleld
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as they could .. nd up from the

ground, In parts up to six feet in
neum, with well formed heads even
where the straw was longest,
these heavy with grain. So well did
tkis fleld look that an estimate of an

average of U5 bushels w the acre ap-
peared quite a reasov.able one. This
vas a Swedish oat, but It proved to be
w little late for this district. The Am-
erican Hanner has been shown by
local experience to be about the best
oat for these parts. Most farmers
hereabouts grow a mixed oat, though.
Bald and Beardless barley do well,
some 40 acres (cut and In the barn)
promising a prolific yield. About |
acres sown late on the sod and |
tended for hay, came on so well that
it was left for grain, and looked as It
stood as If it would thresh a fair crop.
Full wheat and rye had already been
cut when the farm was visited in the
middle of September, and the latter
had returned about 30 bushels per
acre of phmnp, heavy grain. Wheat,
grown chiefly for chicken feed, gives
only about 25 bushels to the acre, the
climate not being so well suited for
this crop. Oats when not sold are fed
to hogs, and barley is ground for horse

hogs and chickens.
here cropped with roots

potatoes, parsnips,
angolds. Red carrots
yield lbonl 12 tons to the acre. white
carrots up to 20 tons, and parsnips and
turnips also come near the latter
yleld. Frosty nights affect the man-
golds, which, like tender garden vege-
tables, do not thrive so well as other
roots. Potatoes run from five to six
tons per acre, but though satisfactory
in size, the quality is not first class,
consequently the hogs consume most
ralsed here. Cabbages and onions
were seen doing well in the garden
where, too, some small fruits flourish.
A few large frult trees are being ex-
perimented with, and with fair pros-
pect of success,

There are on the farm somewhere
about 100 horses, chiefly breeding
mares, colts, and saddle horses. Gen-
erally 14 horses are kept steadily eni-
ployed. In the stables was seen
Young G. M. Patchem, Jr, a bright
bay entire horse with black points,
standing 10 _hands high and welghing
1,286 1bs. This horse has in him the
blood of the celebrated trotting stal-
lion G. M. Patchem, the fastest horse
of his day. The cattle number about
00, Including a nice well-bred Jersey
bull, some good beef stock and dairy
cows, there being 10 of the latter In
milk to supply home needs in the way
of milk and butter. Mr. Sidley ralses
for sale each year about 200 hogs.
breeding these from 20 to 40 sows. H»
bas In one of the pens a pure-bred
Berkshire boar obtained from Ontario
through Live Stock Commissioner F.
W. Hodson. The wisdom of this pur-
chase Is seen In the shapely and mar-
ketable appearance of most of the pigs
running in the pasture. Many of the
hogs raised are sold to P. Burns & Co.
for their boundary meat trade. Nearly
500 chickens are kept, these providing
the change of meat diet and keeping
the household well supplied with eggs,
besides leaving a surplus for sale at
Camp McKinney or Midway, where
prices range between 25 and 45 cents
and average about 85 cents a dozen
the year through.

Not only Is there plenty of barn,
stable and shed accommodation on the
farm for crops and live stock, but all
the farm machinery and implements
are also kept under roof. The gener-
ally good state of repali of tools and
machines Is in part accounted for by
the fact that there is also here a fully
equipped blacksmith's and carpenter's
shop, so that repairs can be effected on
the spot and much new work Is done
besides that would otherwise involve
cost In time and money that would be
a heavy charge In the course of a
year. Among the machines and Im-
plements are two binders, two mowers,
half a dozen plows, harrows, wcar-
ifiers, seed drills, potato diggers and
numbers of other Iabor saving- appli
ances. A steam thresher, latest im-
proved with 32 inch eylinder, had
been ordered from Racine Wisconsin,
and was expected to arrive any day.

‘Whilst there {s comfort In the
house accommodation at the Sidney
ranch no attempt has been made at

hulldlnl display . Men, beasts and
machines are all well hnunﬂ with
due regard to the winter's climate,

but no money has been

spent llmply
appearances. Between his

unuint and his duties as jnﬂm
peace, postmaster

and customs

officer, Mr. Sidley is a busy man. Yet
he finds time to be hospitable notwith-
standing the rather heavy demands
made upon his generesity in this
direction.

Advance in C. P, R. Lands.

Another advance in the price of Ca
adlan Pacific rallway lands has been
made. “This s the result of the enorm-
ous increase In the land sales of the
company caused by the purchase of
lands by speculators. To prevent
speculators  purchasing lands  an
holding thein for an advance, the com-
pany are follow their policy of
discournging this practice by ad-
vancing their lands to make it un-
profitable for holders to allow these
lands to lie idle for a term of years.

Ir. Grifin, commissioner of the «
land department, in an inte
W with a the Free Press

v
porte

e lands of the Canadian Pacific
i .n“.., company i orthern  Al-
berta and Baskatchewan, as far west
As the fifth meridian, have been in-
creased In pi from fifty cents to
one dollar and fifty cents per acre.
These lands have hi 0 been selling
generally at from $3.50 to $1.00 per
acre,  The inc n.uu 18 from $4 to §5
per acre. The roacre tract may
be generally described s all that y
tion of the territories mentioned whic
lie north of the North Saskatchewan
and Battle rivers, as far west as the
point of junction of the Battle river
With the line between townships 46
and 47; thence westerly, following the
lwrlhrrly limit of township 46 as far
west as the westerly boundary of
range 19 west of the fourth meridian
thence northerly along the said west-
erly Jimit of range 19, to the north-
erly limit of the company’'s grant.
““This advance,” continued Mr. Grif-
fin, “has been found necessary to pre-
vent all the choicest lands In the ter-
ritory falling into the hands of specu-
lators, who have been buying in ad-
vance of settiement for the purpose of
reselling at largely increased figures,”

r-

Canada As a Maritime Nation.

According to the annual shipping re-
port of the marine department of
Canada, the Dominion stands elghth
In point of ownership of vessel tonnage
among the natlons of the earth, lead-
ing Spain, Sweden, Holland, Denmark,
Greece, Japan, Turkey and other coun-

tries. Britain  heads the list with
United States second, then Germany,
rway, France, ltaly, Russia and

Canada. Following are the compara-
Uve figures In net tonnage
*Liritish

American

Germun

Norweglan

Fremeh

Italinn

Canadian

Russian

Spanish

Sw

10,304 3%

Japanese
Danish 7.7
*Including Canada and the colonies

125

The report shows that the total num-
ber of vessels remainmg on the regis-
ter books of the Dominion on Decem-
ber 31, 1901, including old and new
vessels, salling els, steamers and
barges, was 6,702, measuring 004,483
tons register tonnage, being a gain
of fifty-seven vessels and an increase
of 4,141 tons register as compared with
1900. The number of steamers on the
reglstry books on the same date was
2,177, with a gross tonnage of 20742
tons. Assuming the average value to
be $30 per ton, m- value of the regis-
tered tonnage of Canada on December
31 would be ’I!I[LH 4"0 The number
of new vessels built and registered in
the Dominion of Canada during the
last year was 335, measuring 34,481
tons registered tonnage. Estimating
the value of the new tonnage at $45
per ton, it gives a total vilue of §1,-
S51.640 for new vessels.

Moving Threshers.

The rallway companies have agreed
to carry threshing machines at one-
half rate when same I8 returned to
the original shipping point, and the
men accompanying the outfit will be
carried at the rate of one cent per
mile in each direction. This is to facil-
itate the movement of threshing out-
fits where threshing is completed, to
other districts vhere much work re-
mains to be dose. The Winnipeg
board of trade is collecting informa-
tion for the guldance of threshers who
wish to move thelr plants. All com-
munications on this subject should be
addressed to the secretary of the
board of trade, Winnipeg.

No. 1 country hides declined to fh
per pound at Chicago late last week.
The markets generally are weaker.

Heavy rains extinguished the bush
fires which were raging so furiously
in the United States a few weeks ago.
Millions of dollars worth of property
was destroyed by these fires in addi-
ton 1o the standing timber.
burned regions were denuded of wild
life, and worst of all, a number of set-
tlers were burned to death.

assessed property in
ny the_assessment
H?T. an in-

The value of
Toronto, as !lxell
13

counting residents,
population, students and servants, an
Increase of 5,848, or 28 per cent.
e value of land makes up $60,374,-
70 of the totul assessments: bulldings
and improvements, i person-
al pr«mrly sm 300,748;  taxable in-
come, ¥4t The amount of ex-
;ulnn- In $24.243,108, ‘an increase of

trustworthy geutieman
i 5

an old est 50
solld financial standing. A stralght, bona
fide weekly cash salary of pald by
check each Wed with all expes

dlru‘l from headquarters. Money ad-

neced for expenses. Manager, 30 Cax-
ton Bldg., Chicago.
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Importers and Manufacturers of

FANCY ™~
1 DRY GOODS

*AND
NOVELTIES

1 Kyle, Cheesbrough & Co.

MONTREAL, 16 St.

Helen Street,

'l' WINNIPEG, Bulman Blk,, Albert St.
I LONDON, ENG., 35 Milk Street.
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