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ERHAPS there as no ving native born eitiven of Toronto

who has eather made s tapress apon its Instory and so
closey sdentilied himself with its development and progress
than the subject of this sketeh
hundreds of her sons who have attained high distincticn in
Natonal and Provineal polities on the ladder of mumeipal
fame or i the ranks of the crudite professians, but it s ques
tionable whether in all that noble army there s one who has
mote prommnenthy ibored with s felow citizens an their sue
cessful efforts to bring the @ity to s present metropolitan
greatness, or whose name amd person ate so fanndiar e all
arcles of the commumty

The Praxrer anp Prsnisuer

True, Toronto can boast of

November, 1894

chameal and clencal work was, of courss, done by young
Robertson, who had a few willing assistants among his boy
compamons,  The paper, a monthly, four-page sheet about the
stze of ordinary letter paper, was from the outset characteristi-
cally aguressive, an:d professed to exist for the main parpose of
correcting abuses in the management of the College and sub-
mtting suggestions with a view to reformation.  An exceedingly
vigorous omslaught on the collage authorities for an attempt on
their part to dispose of a portion of the grounds hitherto
sacredly devoted to play, aroused such a feeling that the Princ-
pal, to partly destrov its identity with the institution, demanded
that the title of the paper be forthwith changed, and, in obedi-
enece to the mndate, the second issue came outas The Monthly

Times. The alteration did

than John Ross Roberntaan
Nor s 1t s native oty
ondy that Mr Robentson's
and persanality
Throughout the
Dammmen, an the

influence
are felt
woele

busthng ety or
hatlet there are many o1
few who have known
heard at
other ol

humbl.e-

some e of
the

II('\\‘\I).IIN'I

Cnergotn
Toronto pros
Tn the sy marts
the

border or bevond the sea,

pnector
of commicrce actoss

1 the  great throblung
heatt of the Empire asell,
can be found thoase to bear
willing  testimony to his
great capaaty tor andustn
quah

ues whidh mote than all

and perseverance

el assist to ostabhish a
pesmand nt noputatien, and
for which i the instane e
his hardy Seotch entraction
may chum some of the
credn

Mr Rabertsan, who s
the cldest <on ot the late

Ko rtaem

!l hin e nNor

= not affect its popularity in
i1 the slightest degree, and
soon the organ of the Col
lege boys grew in favor,
and as an evidence of its
marvellous success attained
mn a brief period toa circu
lation of five hundred. It
enisted  thus for a year
when its “entire staff * was
tansplanted to the Model
Grammar School, for the
purpose of pursiing more
advanced studies, and
while these were in nowise
neglected, the ruling pas
sion was still active, and
ere Jong ‘The Young Can-
ada, a spicy little journal
devoted to boyish athletics
and sports, came forth
periodically to charm the
juvenile heart.  With the
inevitable change in its
promoter’s  circimstances,
this too passed away
peacefully, and his nest
venture was  one  which
doubtless  many  readers
will stll remember.  ‘The
Grumuoler was a more am-
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Poteet W hodosale diy
poods it ot Jolin Rebert
son X Somy was bort on the 28t December 183100 As o by
hic mcimanon b b 1o the case, and he cathe acquired hes
trade as a prnter T domnmg to stk type and ran the presses
w the oid Glabe atte s and aloosn Aleaander Jae jaes” and the
Guardan whees  Hos carbest pubiishing ventare, and the one,
pethaps, that e v the poasp an natatety which he has
never since el was dunng s schoal dans at Upper
Canada College Tt s tharty tour
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bitious attempt than any
that preceded it, and pos-
sessed claim ta
general attenuon and support. It was a weekly, and aimed to
be both comic and saurical.  That it was successful is shown
from the fact that it retained us hold on popular favor from 1563
unul 1805, when its proprictor embarked on the higha and
more troublous watets of journalism.  For a year or so he was
connected witn the local and advertising departments of the
Leader, and for a few months was a member of the staff of the
Hamlton Spectator. In 1865 he joined the Globe staff
as atv cditor, and did some  notable work  during  his
meumbeney.  One of his reportorial achievements, as tradition
sclates, was that for a single issue of the paper he himsell
gathered and wrote up no less than 173 local items of news. It
was duning thus period that he displayed the keen, titcless news.
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