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CHAPTER II.

"Ray, did you get nie a letter la-day VI asked Mabel, anc btight, sunny
aiternoan as lie came in, flushed tram bis rapid waik.

W~by ? Did you particular>' expect anc ta-day ?"
"Certaiuiy. Let mie have it, piease," aud ahe helti out ber baud with

an eager look.
IIHere il is," and lie hoiti iL up above ber reach, as she stooti au tiptace

la grasp il, ber dumpled ari, tram wbich the baose sîceve liadt allen back,1atretcbed abave bier heati, sbawing bier suppie farmi in ail its curves of
beauty. IlYou baveu't paid mec yct for brluging it," said Ray, as he heiti iL
just out af reach af the white fingers.

Il Wbat sbaii I give yau-a yankee sixpence ?" aud she tbrew bima a kies
train the tips ai bier fingers, as bie dropped the latter mia bler bauds.

"tYes, tbai 'viii do for tii time," and lie watched ber cagerly leur open
the envelope and devour its contents, and he wondereti wbat tbey couiti be,
as be saw the reti fluah mount ta ber check andi brow.

Ah, Ray, the dark duys are caminig wben your young beart wiii bave
leerneti the bitter lessen of soirow andi endurance which maust camne to us ail.

IlI arn caming ta you, dsriing Mabel," the leiter mrais, I wben the
maples are tingeti witb reti, and aur olti trysiing.place lu the grave strewn
with the brigbt-hued leaves of october. 1 'vili be- with yau, neyer ta leave
yau agaIn, 1 trust. tai1 you are my awn forever. Whoeu again 1 go, I must
takre my> darliDg wife with me. Your truc lover,

HARRY VÂ&N'."
Seated in the bammock, ldly swuyiug ta aud fro, ber miDd wus a mass

af cbaotic; tbonght. She had hardly expected just Ibis news in ber letier.
Barry bad certaini>' mueunt ta etay on wbere bie wus yet anotber y car. What
coulti have occurred ta --iake sncb a change in bis plana ? Of course she
woulti be glati ta sec bum. She hati expected bie would make bier a short
visit, but ta be prepared ta Icave bier borne au sncb bart notl.e. It bati
been a lang lime, too, since she had seen him, thut yaung lover af bars,
and the brigbî day tbey bad pligbted tbeir vows under the niaples so fer
back la the pai. It seemeti almost like saine helf-iorgotten drearn, und yet
it bad madie ber very happy.

Whou lie liat left ber ta complet bis study of law, sbe bati been sa
desalate and felt that life bad lost ail its brigbtness tilI lie couid camne ta
bier again; but of laie she bai flot secmcd ta miss hum so mucb. Lule had
been sa mnucb pleusanter aince Ray bati been there. He 'vas sucli au intel-
ligent campunion anti seemed ta uudersland ail ber tbougbîs sud feelings
andi anticipat ber 'viabes almost before ibe>' 'ere ;;xpresaed. Indeed, she
fancicti ele loved birn as 'vell as if lie hati been In truth tbe brother sbe
tried ta thiuk bum. But she 'vouli bie glad ta sec Barry, anti lie andi Ray
waulti be sucli friende, and aiter tbey were anarried, tbey coulti do so
muçh more for Ray. lie could stndy law with Harry, andi baviug arrangeti
it ail ta ber mind, she ment iu search ai Rsy, wboar shfound helplng
Anl Cbloc capture a refractor>' biddy, wbicb, 'witb ber fluiffy brooti, bad
taken possession ai the garden.

IlSboo i Ci'ar right out ob heah ; yau'se gat no bisniss iu heab 'mang
my 'mater!es and calibige," anti, sbaking ber ample apron, Aunt Chloe moon
brougbt the truants mIat subjection, whie Ray popped the coop over their
heatis.

Reatiug ber axis on the fence, Mabel watcbed the aperation. llow
tlui Ray lid grawn, and ai laIe she had seemed ta lose ber raie ai teacbcr
and assume rather the attitude ai pupil. liat sucb a masterful, self-
confident way ai dcicdiug ail] knotty points, anti cauld flot bc sutistieti vith
a more superficial knowledge ai wbatever bie attempîtid ta learu. He must
know ail the wbys anti wherctores and delve ta the botai, cre lie wouid be
content ta leave bis subject for another.

She vas beginning ta look np ta binm as an anthorit>' on whalever
branches hie had niastcred, thongb she 'vas anc year bis senior, andi ta ledl
a restint confidence in liii, that wbatever bis air, be ivonît bc sure ta
rcacbh itai last, and 'vell satisfied Ibat bis ambition woulti nover be cüntent ta
iest an lowly beiglits.

Sbe wondored bow the slnd>' af law 'vonit strike liai. Not ver>' favor-
ahI>', ahe feareti, for bis tastes seemeti ta taike an artistic turn. le
lad a passion for drawing and for mausic, sud in cach ai these pursuite be
buti ehown decided talent. Many sketches be bati taken ai thc faniuliar
scenes oi beauty arounti their baie, sud bis voice, whichb ad astouished
ber b>' ils sweetness when sbe baid first beard it, bad developed inta a idi
tenor ai great scope andi pawer.

Bow ehe dreadeti ta tel bim oi Harry's caxning, andi, yet, il muist be done.
Seeing ber regardi bina wibi sncb an camnest, fatselog gaz!, hoe came up ta
the fonce anti, resiing bis dark cyes an lier witb a look afi nquir>', waiteti ta
bear bier erranti.

"Are you busy nov, Ray ? If not, can you spare me a hall bour or so?
1 bave sametbiug I wisb ta tell yau."

"lCertain>'. Wberc shahve go tacanfessional? IfIamntale priest,
let itbhe in sme shady corner, for hausiug Ant Cbloe's bidicn. Is rather
warm vork on such a bot day," andi springing over the fonce bie waîketi b>
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bar side down the path to the niaple grave, whose ieafy verduro vas in the
full height of lts summettide glory.

'Uuccaciousiy Mabel's ateps turn ta the rude seat ar knarled branches
Harry bail fasbioned so long ago, and bis wards came ta ber with a Dow
significance ne she seated hersolf eud iaoked up at the leafy caver, tbraugh
wbich camne little flecks of aunchine.

Wben the brigbit tinta af October had changer! thein ta glowing b2auty
hie wouid came, and she fait it waa rar too soan. Silently Bbc Bat and mused,
until Ray recalled hier wandering thaughts.

' I thaugbt you wanted ta canlesi sme terrible uisdeed, ar oùk my ad-
vice on some important subject," he auid, as bending dawn bie gazcd quizzi-
cally iuta ber face.

"cYs, I do ;but Ibardiy know how tabeglu. Have you ever heard me
speak of Barry V'anc, 'Ray ?

"Nover, ta mny knoyledge."
"I augbt ta have done sr) long aga, but somchow tberé neyer seerued

ta be nny proper opportuuity. I shalt bave ta begin at the beginuing or
you ivili neyer uuderstand how it ail came about.

IlLong ega, it secins vcry long now, about a year after niamma dieci,
and before you came here, Riy, 1 became acqnaiuted with Mir. H trry Varie,
a youug law sîndent af Hamilton. lie 'vas spending bis summer vacation
here at the village with a relative, and there I becarne acquaintcd with hira.
1 was sa very lonely wilhout mamma, and sa desolate, that 1 welcorned
any diversion, and whcLi Irm i Varie urged me sa persiotently ta maire thein
a visit of a few weeks, I could not resist the temptation. I aaw biru many
limes after I returued home, and the end oi iL ail was-the end 'îsuaily
describ:d in ait the lave staries you read, 1 He came ; hoesBw, and tic caou-
quered.' WVben be left; II; 'as witb my promise ta become bis wiie at Borne
future day, when bce hould bave compieted bis studios. Since then we have
corresponded regularly and 1 cxpectcd a visit fram hirn this faii, but lie
writes me hie shali expect ta take me with birn when he leaves. II is sa
unexpected, Ray. What shail I do about Il 'Wby don't you tell me ?"
she said, as the silence remained unbraken.

fle sat with his head on hie band, hie eyea bent pcraistentiy on the
grouud, but she could sec the glaw of colar bad leit the clear check and
bis lips 'vere tightly pressed ta0getber, as if ta repress auy varda lie might
afîerward regret ta have uttered. As she waited for a reply, hie raised bis
eyes ta bers. There was no rniatikiong the deep look af sorrow with which
hie regarded hier, and lie seemed ta be striviDg ta read bier every thought.

ÈNoivously she sar, bier siender fiogers twistiug thernseives together mn ber
iap as she wsited some expression ai bis feelings in wards.

11I cannot sec wbat advlce you expect or need, Mabel," he muid, at last.
",You bave eettled tbe malter, iL eeems, and ail that remains for me Is la
wish you the truest happiness and joy in the life you have chosen. 1 hope
bie is wortby the love aud truih yon have given him and 'viii make my littie
sister very happy," he continued, taking ber hands and holding thena in a
close pressure. "If bc is, and is tho choice of your beart, aIl is weli, Is it
Dot?"

He lonted with earnest qucsioning iuta bier cyca, and, risiug, left ber
with a mute pressure of the bauds. N:)t for a moment langer could he
retain bis brotherly kindness ai nianner, and the secret of bis love for ber
muet now be buried deep in bis own beart. She bas made ber choice and
flot a word would he nuter ta disturb the pleasant relation that existed b.--
tween theni. If she gave no sigu that be held a dearer place Ia ber heart
than she couid give ta a brother, ahe ivouid neyer know tbe deep aud tender
love bis own hcart felt for ber, a far deeper lave than a sister could clai,
aud wbich had been the mainsptlug of bis li1e and actions for the three hiappy
years af the past.

Well, tbey %vere over now, and bie must be alane, ta work ont this new
lite probieni in solitude. Goicg hastily ta bis raam, hie seated bimef by
tbe wiudow ta lurt) the inatter over in bis mind and decide an bis future
courae ai action. Could bc endure to stay an aiter the aid L-.hion, aud sec
Mabel's lave and dcvotion River. ta another ? Aud yc' vjuld never do
to leave bier so abrupily. lis very haste 'vould tell t'ýe tale he wisbed ta
bide In his own breast. How bard hc bad siriven ta excel, and make bim-
self wartby ta ask for ber love. Long hie sat therc, aud bardly cauîestcd
vas the battie between bib great love and bis sense ai rigbt, but whon Ant
Cbloe came ta cali him ta supper, it 'vas witb a cahn demeanor lic des-
cended r.nd joined Mabel.

She, ton, liadt b.eu bnsily tbinking, and lier thoughts were not; ai ail plea-
saut anes, for the tears would camne aud drap sloiviy dow'v, anc by one, tilt
chiding berself for tbe ridiculousuess of the thing, she jumped up and
statted for the bouse.

"One would thinàk I vas sorry ta sec Hlarry " she said ta bicraeif. I
ougli ta be asbamed af nipseif, sa gond as bie bas been, tao."

Nothing more passed bot'veen ttbem on tho subject that heid sa great a
place in their thaugbts for a long time, but M ab.- did flot niako any pre.
paratdons for immediate departure. lndecd, she wrote ta Harry that sbc
couldn't possibly bo rcady an such shiort notice, and that bc must compro-
mise maiters by giving ber a little mare time, ta ivbich bie replied thut it
'vould be impassible, as bis arrangements wert aIl madie aud coniti nat
vcry 'veli be aitered.

Thc undccidcd state oi ber mnd was beginniug ta tlil an ber bcaltb,
and the blnsh-rosc tint on bier cheeks was giving way to the paler hue af the
mas ros.-. She bas lasi much af her oId vlvacious manner, aud the pleasant
social b ours shc 'vas once so giad ta speud with Iiay were thlugs of the past.
Indeeti she rather scesncd ta avoid bim. The kuowledgz sent a pang ta bis
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