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boyond their graap. Mr. Muniford passasses a good, natural voice, but i
Iaok of training, and bis draary conception of the part assignod te Iii
miade it positively pninful, to listen to hie tenderiug of the rocitatative
1&8. flagart7 CertAznIY deservas great oredit for the mannar in %whioh al
performed ber part, tho rcndoring of Il With Verdure Cird II ias muot tast
fui, and by it she bas no doubt added to lior popularity as a tsoloist. I
tho ohoruses tho parla iveire fairly ireli balanced, tho only noticeabia poiz
of woaknose being in the altos. Tho ohoruses %veo uniforrnly ireli rendero
bath as ta ticne and tune, but thora wesa an utter lack of that finish in shadin
wbieh distinguishas artiatic front nioroly mnohanical performances. Coeic
erinq. ail the adverse circuinstancos, Mr. S. Porter deserves a groat dealo
credit, but if the oaiety desireo; to ii a roputation for good musical worl
tbroe thiniga will hava te ba borne ini nind, firet, dis manibers wili have t
pay more attention ta the conductor's instructions with roferance ta th~
observance of expression marks, second, the services of the buat soloists lier
or oelora should bo aecured aven if theso hava ta ba paid for, and, thirc
tho orchestral wark muet bc gretly iniprnved, or it would ba botter ta dii
pense iwith it altogethor. Mr. S. Porter is a faithful, hard-working conducto
and tha niambars of tha 8ociaty should not plaea upon bis shoulders th
rasponsibility of makiug a concert a succets, irn thay individuefly an
collectivoly could do so niuch ta aid bira beyond thet ~icrthey now dc

Collins' H11 bae a iveil ivorn toboggan Blida during the delightfu
iveather of tha latter part of lust wcak, and the m.oonligbt party-tha fir8
this winter-given by the R. A. officoe, iras as perfect as a Iovely nigli
and a goodly compainy conld moka it. Tis frosty air feit frcsh and invigoral
ing, snd the nioon sailad aurons a cloudiasa sky, lighting the whbite floo
baneath and tha protty blankated farina mioving up and down the elopos
Two big bonfires at the foot of the hill ta tha rigbt lent a choerful bit o
warna coloring ta the scorne, and somehow gave an impression thet ther

- might ba found coniforta of an inward, os ivall as an outirard nature. Thi
impression provedl correct laor on, when tho hungry and thirsty gathoe
round tho biazing logs, and ato and drenk îvith theit appreciation of goo
thinga thet anly sncb whoicsoma axercisa enu give. Whiat a thing ta b
regretted is tha ment of snow thîs ivinter 1 Ona sucli perty makes us sage
for onothr-and la 1 the 8now disappears, and îvith it any chance of seein~
again e pictura I have in my mimd, of tvo young îvhita.coated figures
climbîng tho hill, side by side, laughing, rosy and happy-good te lool
upon, and a goodly thing ane abvays %vants ta sea again. Thora mas a amal'
priveto tobogganirtg party on Thuraday uiternoon, which mas mucli enjoye
-but tha charni of the moonlight ivas nat thora 1

fbe Cbildren'a Carnivalinl the ovening provad a groater succeas than
the previaus ona for groivu up folks, and the dressas wove for the mo8t pari
new and original-tho judgment passed upon the hast costumas for the

rizes gave general satisfaction ; ond thet tha recipients of the prizes 'veut tc
Led richer and happier than the nighb bafora lsa sforgona conclusion.

On Saturday afternoon at 4 o'clock the square in WVellington Barrecks
ivas dotted with numerous eleighs, of ail serte snd kindn ; fromn a four-in-
Lrand ta a amall-very aniali-cutter, in which, hoaver, twoe people found
planty cf roomn to ait quit. coxnfortably. There iras tea and talk to s
conaiderable extent before the aleighs mare wail underway. The afternoon
*as evearytbing that could ho deaired, and the wholo party sot ont looking
as bright as the day itaalf. flevue Hotai, Bledford, mas reaobad ail boa
quickly, foliowed by more tee, a raics lite duncal a capital suppar-and then
me tbrtad an aur rebut n drive ini the nxoonilight. The party ivas Siven by
tiae bachelors of the fluko of Wellington's Regt., snd %vos quitoa impromptu.
~This la the fir8t time we hava sean aur now friands Ilet home" (or abrosd 1)
sud the ganieral verdict is that they thoroughly undorstand hoîr te maka
their guos8ta put ln a Il rosi good tua."

The concert of the Orpheus Club on Tuesday evaning lest praented an
attractive programma, and dram a large and appreciative audience. Miss
Lunise Laine %%-as iveil receivcd, and the savbaral sangs rendared by lier
dispiayed to advantoge ber ameet soft voice and the artistic finish of her
oxecutian, but the 8oiection of No. 11, IlIn Autunin," iras injudiciaus, os
tha rendoring of a sanig of that character requiros an appreciative mnusical
soul, %vhicb Misa Laine hanso5 far givon no evidence af passessing. iNrs.
Taylor's rendition of I Rosolutiona" waa sîveatiy sad, and of IlTho aid way,"
docidedly fatchinig. Mrs. Tsylor'a sympathotia voica always touches a
le8ponsiva chord in the haart of the audience. Dr. Slayter cortainiy
doserves special mention for the irntnct lu îhich ha sang Mr. Porter's
bherming sang "'Soverance," aud it bas certainily sarvod ta freehoen the
laurais which ba won tapon the stage a decado sinon. Mr. ]loak bans
unquestionably an excellent voica, but as a solaist ha is uncertain, and,
whether fromn narvousuess or frein %vent of care, hoa lwvaya makes bis umont
ardent admirera regret that ho band consented to sing. In a chair Mr. ]3oak
la a tomer of strengtb. The 'colla solos of Hart Mahr wore suparbly randered,
and hiz; instrument becamo sncb a part cf hinisolf that it broathod foith lu
ita daap, rich toues the marin appreciative seul cf the ortiat. :No ana cen
hear Hlerr Mahr'a 'colla piaying without being tha botter for having board it.
0f tha rnannar lu which the choruses more rondored the ivriter cau say littia,
as hia position in tho hall placed himri t a disadvantege as e listener, but
'soveral features craditable to tha Club wore noticod, emonig thsa nMay ha
montiouod the very charmiog niannor in whiph the thomne, bakon up by tha
benors in IlThon round about the atarry tbrano," was repoabd in the dark,
richi tanes of the altos; Bloc the power cf tha fortissimo chords in tho
"Chorus of Bacchantes," as wail as the vary effective unison passage in the
"Sang cf the Vikings." Tho Club îvith the Ladies' Auxilliary is fer and

away the boat choral organization that ire havea iedn the city in modern

ta times, and Mr. Porter, bbc niadeat couduotor, cen tako te bimiof as muoli
n, cf the credit ns bis tuodesty irili allow bum te absorb.
s. ___________________

0. COMMERCIAL.
it Tho condition of gonoral trada, thoughi fot active, bas beau satisfactory
id, in tho main. In moat staple linos tha inovomont bas heteoady and, for
g th1e tirno of the yoar ani the, abate of the, mentlhor, bas icached a fait 'Volume.
d- Iu ooma instances theo appeers a tendoy towards improvemeunt, anid iu
if othoe a botter trado is oiaimed then a year aga. The import reburno for
c, Janusry indicate e ]argor ijumerd niavameut and Beoom te raveal that imper-
o tarai hava antored tha year Nvitb confidence in the future cf tirada.
le In tiha mattor of paymanta thora lioa brun no serins cause cf conipiaint
o and maturing obligatiîons have beu in general prompily met. This
1, faut lies imperted considarabie confidence ta brade circlos goneraiiy, aud
a- inspired aui îvhoieselo marchants iib brigbter bopea for the future.
r, Ilespondinig ta this improvoimant in the commercial autlook, bauk and othoi,
la securities htave beau moto saught by investora et a considerablo ndvance lu
d prices. Tho wbolo business situation, îvhioi wes full of dark farebodinga ca

>foi wooka aga, bas; beau conrploteiy changad and in xioî lapiate Nîvith signa of
heailh and canling prasparity. WVa have a confident hope bbàt tie change

i for the botter îvill prove ta ba permanent.
t A meeting of tho business mon of Hlalifax was beid a faw daya ega ta
'4 diecuas the situation, and a tampnrary organizabion undor tha naine of the
t I "Marchants' Association" mes eflbctedl. TIre wauild or could ho no noassity
r or field for snob au organization if the Chambor cf Commerce ioe a livo and

.efficient body. But ib is not. Tirr is no inducemeut te young, enorgatia,
f activa bus8iness men ta jain the Chambar of Commerco as ib is, and bas for
e somo tume been oranized-that is to say as a politicai cock-pit.
8 ýVo do not balmove that two associations, both prafessadly îvorking for the
1 edvencomont cf Halifax, ara needod bore, and iva hope ta, se0 tbem,
1. amalgamated, but it muet ho on tho linos of tho nom, and not of theoai asao-
a ciation. Railxvay and ahipping rates for freigbb, dutias, civie, provincf.al and
r dominion taxes, and our benking cnrrency, are ail mottera that intimabeiy

;affect our business intercala, and that ail otur marchants ougbt ta fraquontly
disause. Thora fa planty of raom for intolligent discussion and impravement
is aIl these hunes, and me bail ivitir pleasure eny indication thae thoy mili

1 receivo thse attention which their importance demanda.
Bradétreet's report cf the weok's failuros :

Week Pros'. Weoka corresponding te
Feb. 15. week. e-Feb. la -, Failures for tho year to data.

1889 1889 1888 1887 1886 1889 1888 1887 1888
' United States.. 311 .0-5 243 2441 214 218M 1929 1978 2093
Canada ....... 40 40 44 35 20 274 289 190 192

The following are thea Assigumonta ana Business Changes in titis Province
iduring the puat îvok :-Chas. Wilson, confectionery, Perrabora, N. S., sold
out te R1. MeNamara; James Munro & Sou, tinsmitha, Trura, N. S., failed ;
H. H. Harrison, painter, Dartmouth, N. S., cicsad ont bis business therae;
Chans. Fraser <estae of) goneral store, Springbill, N. S., steak lu brade, &o.,
advertisod for sale by tender; Gillis & Mcflousid, grocers, Sydney, N. S.,
Allen Gilis & Hector MoDonald co-partnerahip rogistered let Feb., 1 889 ;
W'. D. Harrington, gracer, Halifax, eold ont te Drakre & Nishat ; T. B.
Dans & Son, baihors and ciothiera, Yarmouth, soid out te G. Murray Dans..
style unchangad ; L. E. Proirsa, dry gooda, Charlottetown, P. E. L, adnsibted
]3onj. C. Prowse, dry goode, partuar as Proirso Bras. ; MoGreger & Knight,
books and statiauery, sold out ta Thos. Knight, mha continues business
under style of Knrght & Ca.

DRY GaoDS.-Tlha condition of the dry goada t.xada in, ou the wbole,
abisfactory. The developmeut af the spring business bas beau quita up ta
axpectations end sorne bouses clamn that it shows a larger volume than it
did lest, yeer. Tho delivery of goods bas beua samewbet hampared by bhe
uncertaiu state of the weather, aud tire consaquent mrotzhed condition of the
couutry roada. Domaestia manufacturas appoar ta bo au a souud basie. Tha
sdvance in cottons bas burin waIl sustaiued aud, frani ail that enu ha gethered,
seais ta ha of a permanent character. lb is uudersteod thet the mills are
carrying muait les8 stock thon they did a yaar ega, and titýt tbey have e satis-
factary emount of wark on baud. Wooilon misl nom repart that tire ordors
for fail gouda are mare numerous and for lerg&.r qt.antibies thon for saveral
ycars, muit practicaiiy assuras a busy soason for this branch.

Inoir, HARiDVAItE,&; ýIET MrÂL.-Tho mnarket for pig iran bas beau, firmer
in sympetby with the adivanceoan tire ather sida. Travailars ara nearly al
on the rond and soma of thein report meeting wibhr gaod auccuns. Pricas cf
ahoif gouda ara flot likoiy te ho any bighor-in fat diigbt concessions bave
heen madeo o na or tire linos. Iu tira wboiosalo hardwvare brade e feir
seasouable business is in pragresa. In bar iraon the market is nnsettled owiog
te tho extra duty ou xrought scrap iran for îvbich tha Londonderry Iran
Comnpany ak Tho Glasgow masrket for warrante bas edvanced frotta 40a.
1 d. par tan ta 429. 6Id., being a rise of 1a. 8d. mithin tho lest fortuigbt. Tho
advanco in boîvaver said ta ha puraiy speculativo.

J3nEADSTUFS.-Special grades cf flan, bava continuad in request, resuiting
in e fairiy active busine.s iu sncb nt finm pricas, but in ather respects tha
market bas a quiet look. Tira bulk cf the steak on irand is of gradeos thst
ara not juat I.1'i in active demand, and prices are ne more thon stoady.
The demand f,.r choico bakers' continuas to ho fair. Boorbohm's cabie says -
IlCargoos off conat, wboat ataady , corn nil. Do. ou passage and for ahip-
ment, irboat quieter ; corn Blow. Mixed American maize, prosaut and
failoming monthl 20s3. 3d. Liverpool spot mhaat slow; do. corn rabirer
casier. WVethor in Engiand, suddon change ta mild moather. French
country niarkot8 finm." Tira Nark Lanc L.qprcss, lu iLs woekly roview of the
grain trada, scys: ."lEnghili wieat8 continua daprossad. Foreign mhaat
la mare active and fimmar, but quatations are unchanged. At te day's


