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CALIFORNIA'S TRIBUTE 70 DICKENS, |

Tho following beautiful tribute to the memory |
aof Charles Dickoas, by PFrank Brett Harte, we!
are permitted 1o pablish from anadvanee eopy
of thie OQvertand Monthly for July :—

DICKENS IN CAMI.

Abovo the Plnos tho moon was stowly d-iftheg,
Tho river sang bolow

The dim Slerras, fur beyond, uplifting
Thelr mitaucis of snow ¢

The roaring camp firo, with runle humonr pinted,
Tho ruddy tints of helth
On haggard face and torm that drooved and
minted,
Inthe fleree race for wealth

Titl ono arase, and from his pack’s sceant icasure
A hoarded volumo drew,
And cands were dropped from honds toilstless
Jelsure
To hear the tale nnew.

And then
aster,
And as the fleedteht foll,
He read aloud the book wherein the Master
Hud writ of ** Little Nell.”

twas hoy i<l fancy—for the reader

while round them :ludows gthered
l .

l‘crhnv

Wug youngest of them all—

But, as ho read, from clusteriug pine and ccdar
A sllence scemed tofall

The fle-trees’ gatheriug closer i the shadows,
Listened an every spray,
\Whilo the whole camp, witl ** Nelt” on Foglieh
meadows,
Wandered and lost their way.

And so in mountainsolitudes—o'erinkesn
As by some spell divine—
‘Thetr cares dropped frotn them Hke the elles
shaken
From out the gusty pive.

Lost s that camp. andd wasted all that fir |
Aud he who wrought thut speliv--

A, towering plue and stately Keatiste spiz -,
Yo have one tale Lo tell!

1,08t is that camp, but lot it fragrnt story
Blead with the breath thal thriils

With hop-vines' incenso all the pedise glor
Thut fills the Kentish hills,

And on that grave where English oak and hally,
And laurel wreatlis entwine,
eem it not all o ton presutnptions foliv—
This spray of Western pine!?
-

THE BATTLB_ﬁ_OP 1812-15.
XX

The defeat anu final retreat of Geuneral
Wilkiason's army after tho action at La
Colle left the shores of Lako Champlain
open to attack and as the Americans were
building vessels at Vergennes, on the Ver-
mont shore of the lake, extraordinary pre-
cautions were taken todefeat any movement
which might havo for its object the destruc
tion of those vessels and tho arsenals from
which they were supplied. Vergennesstands
on Otter Creck cight miles from the lake.
On the 18th of May Capt. Pringin command
of the British flotilla, arrived off the creck;
nextday abomb 1essel cannonaded a battery
erected for the protection of tho shipping
and stores without cffect, and the forco had
to be withdrawn because there wero no
troops on board, an oversight quite usual
with military operations in which &ir George
Prevost was commaunder in Chief.

Towards the end of March the American
force at Sackett's Harbor had been increas
ed to 5500 men, including 1500 serving as
marines on board Commodore Chauncoy's
flotilla, although in January the garrison
consisted only of S00 men.  As Sir George
Prevost could not Lo persuxded to attack
that important post under any circumstan

" water on tho 1Tudson rivor a description of
' its appoarance in 1814 will bo interesting. |

! dams and fiash pools had bLeen crected ren

- Hudson and’it is still one of tho great stea-

rected against Oswego at which point it was
assumed a largo quantity of siores had
been deposited. As this post formed the con
nection between Lako Ontario and tide

Promising that as carly as 1736 » scries of

deting the Mohawk river navigable for bat-
teaux to the Hudson. Detween tho former
and Lake Ouncida, or rather its aflluent
*Wood Creck, a short portagoe intervened;
the creck was rendered navigable by tho
same means as tho Mohawk, avd thenco
across Lake Oncida down the Oswegoriver
to tho Qnondago Falls, distant nine miles
from Lakeo Ontario, the navigation was unin-
terrupted. This formed the only line of
communication with New Yotk and the

tagetic lines by which the United Stutes
could bosuccessfully assailed. Tho follow-
ing description of Oswego is from James'
“ Military Occurences,”” Vol. 2. p. 9% and
will be interesting:

“Qswego is situated on tho tiverof the
samo name near its confluenco with Lake
Ontario, and is distant from Sackett's Har-
bor about 60 miles. At the mouth of the
river thero is a safe harbor with two fathoms
water the chanuel to which is completely
commanded by a well buill fort although
not in the best repair, standing along with
the Stato warchouses, barracks and a few
houses upon the eastern share of the river
having its front towards the lake, The fort
is a three sided figure with bastions and
ramparts, and contains withiin its ditches
upwards of three acres of ground. The site
ia clevated about 30 feet abovo the level of
tho lako thus rendering the position a very
formidable one. On the Western bank of
theriver stands thie town consisting of about
thirty houscs. ¢ This river affords the only
water commuaication beiween New York
and Sackett's Harbor.," rhe course is up
tho Iludson and Mohawk rivers thence
across a short portage to a smallstream
leading into Lake Oncida, thence down the
Oswego into (subject to a slight interrup-
tion by the Onondaga falls distant ahout 13
nailes from) Lake Ontario.  This readily ac-
counts for tho accumulation of naval stores
in tho warehouses of Oswego and gives to
that port an importance which it wonld not
othcerwise possess.™

On tho eyening of the 3rd May 1080 rank
and filo of British troops and Canadian Mli-
tia cmbarked at Kingston and stood over to
Oswegokg owing to the light winds it did not
arrive off Oswego till noon on the 4th. That
port had Leen greatly strangtherned and
contained a garrison of 330 United Slates
regular troops with up.«sards of 260 militia.
Some desultory skirmishing occurred and
as the troops were about to bodisembarked
a heavy galo from the Northwest compelled
tho vessels to stand out of the harbour, gain

Gth tho ships again stood in, the troops,
amounting to 770 rank and file, wero dis.
embarked and the vesult of tho operation,
will be found in the following despatch:

ROLS. Priset: ReoksT,
Lage Oxtanio, orr OSWECGo,

May Tth, 1814, |
sie:—T am happy to have to announce to
your Ixcellency the complote success of
the expedition against Oswego. The troops
mentioned in my despateh ot the 3rd inst |
viz; six compnnies of deWatteville’s regi
ment, under Licut.-Col. Fischer, the light
company of the Glengarey light infantry,
under Capt. McMillan, and the whole of tle
second Battalion Royal Marvines, under Lt
Col. Malcolm, having been embarkod with o
detachment of the Royal Artillery, under
Capt. Cruttenden, with two field pieces, s
detachment of the Rocket Company under
Licut. Stevens, and a detachment of Sappers
and Miners under Licut. Garrett ot 1l
Royal Engincers, having cmbarked on the
oevenmg of the Ord inst.,, 1 proceeded on
board tho Prince Regent at duvlight on the
4t and tho squadron inunecdiately sailed

. Tho wind being variablo we did not arnveolf

Oswego uatil noon of the following day.
Tno ships lay to within gunshot of (he
battery and the gunboats under Capt. Col-
lier, were sent close in for the purpose of
inducing the cnemy to shew his fire and
particularly the number and position of his
guns. ‘This servico was performed in the
most gallunt manner, the boats taking a
position within point blauk shot of the fort
which returned the fire from four guns, one
of them heavy, The enemy did not appear
to have any guns mounted on the town side
of the river.
Having sufficiently reconnoitered arrange
meonts wero mado for its attack which it was
designed should take place at eight o'clock
that ovening, but at sunset a very heasy
squall blowing directly on the shore obliged
the squadron to get under weigh and pre-
vented our return till next morning when
the following disposition was mado of the
troops and squadron by Commodore Nr)
Yeo and myself. Tho Priucess Charlotte
Wolf and Royal George to cngage the bat
terics as closo as tho depth of water would
admit of their approaching tho shore: the
Sir Sidney Smith scliconer to scour the tow
and keep in check o large body of Milits
who 1might attempt to pass over into the
fort; the Moira and Melvillo brigs to tos
the boats with tho troops and then coter
their landing by scouring thie low pointte
wards the foot of tho bill by which it wasin:
tended to advance to the assault of thofort
Captain O'Conner had thedirection of tbe
boats destined to land the troops which coa-
sisted of the flank companies of DetWatie
ville's regiment, tho company of Glengary
Light Infantry and the sccond battaliond
tho Royal Marines being all that could b
Ianded at one embarkation.  The four b
talion companies of the regiment DeiVatte
villo and the detachment of artillery remuz
ing in rescrve on boa:d the Princess Che
lotte and Sir Sidnoy Smith schooner.
As soon as everything was ready the skip
openeq their firo and tho boats pushedix
tho point of disembarkation in the mostr
gular order. The landing was effected -
der a heavy firo trom tho fort as well as frea
a considerable body of tho cnemy drava®}
on tho brow of the hill and in the woods.
3 The immediate command of the tedp
was entrusted 10 Licut.-Col. Fischor of x
regiment of DeWatteville, of whose gaisst
cool, and judicious conduct, os well asofte

ces, Sir G. Drummond aud Sir J. L. Yeo per-
aded him to allow an expedition to be di-

an offing and anchor about ten miles North-
wesat of the fort. On the morning of the

distinguished bravery, steadinessand &
cipline of every officer and soldier comf*.




