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Reminiscences of a Scottish
Country Pansh.

BY AN Ot FAGENARIAN.

IV -Tur Opp Misisrer - (Contivued)
Fur the Leviero

Like many of the surrounding clergy our old

winiater famed con=pderably, and in addition to hix
glebe, rtented, and wrought a favin in one _nl’ the
adpeining patishiea to which he had o make frequent
vidite,  These vistts were alwavs made on horgebiek,
na almost all journeys were at that period made. On
one of the-e visits, he hawd promised 1o bring home
some (resh e, and as he coulid not earry thewm in a
Lashet, they wete carefully placed in the outside
wehet= of B enercoat. Al went well for a time, till
1t a moment of forgetfuluess, he put his horse to the
trot, to the Joss o) the egps, :m«{ the apoiling of the
minister's coat,

He was naturnlly @ geave man, but he used to tell
now his pravity was once sorely tried. e was
preaching in a neighboring parish, when in the course
of the servicea “daft wite™ came into the church,
and began moving abow, as she was well known, and
usually made no disturbanee, no one moved to put
her out.  After a time her eve eaught sight of the
dandy of the parish, who sceupied a front seat in one
of the galleries, and,who had fallen asleep, with his
head lying back., and his mouth open, making her
way {o hig geat, and slipping up behind him, ahe took
hold of his head in her two kmmls‘ and kissed him
from cheek to chin. The ludicrous character of the
whuole transaction, the state of the daft wife’a mouth,
(she was an inveterate tohacco chewer) and the con-
sternation of the young man, all combined, so over-
came the preacher. that he had to close the service
abruptly. and ezeape to have a hearty laugh.

One other inciz&ont in the old minister's life is
worthy of record, and was for a consideralle time the
wander of the parish. 11 there had been n('\\'synp(-r
reporiers in those dayas, it would have been greedily re-
ported a« a Romanee in high lite. It happened in this
way—"The principal proprictor and patron of the pari<h
at that time, was the third fon of an Earl, a General
in the British army, and a favorite groom of the
hedehamber to the Prinee Regent, afterwards George
the IV He was unmarried, and from his position i
the army, and in the Roval houschald, was only m
acensional resident in his eastle. During one of his
vivits he was much taken with the good looks of one
of his female domesties, After betraving her, he lett
her to the sl consequences of her fall. Her fiiends,
whao were respeetable tarmers in the next  parish,
dizowned her, and she was olilived to retire to a neigh-
Loring town, whererenting a single room, she supported
hersell and her ehild by spinning--Time passed on
and her bov was well aown up, when some one, onone
of the General’s visita to his eatate, took it upon himselt
to remind hun of his conduct to that <ervant girl. To
hi~ honour be it ecorded, he agreed to acknowledge
the boy, provide for hi< edueation, and make him his
heir it that ecould be done. The voung man was
accordingly zent to Lton, to e eduecated, and he geens
to have reecommended himself favourably tohis tather,
now pretty well advanceed in vears.  But that was not
atl, he intimated his purpose to marry the mather of
his child, and thus legitimatize him according to the
law of Seotland. Whether the launs were proelainied in
the parish Church we could not learn, but one day the
old minister waa called to the castle, where in the
presenee of witnesses the General was married to his
uld servant. To carry out the requirements of the law,
the son mow a yvoung man) was placed beside his
mother, and herskirt, or apron thrown over him during
the ceremony, and so by that and other acts he was
not enly legitimatized ; Hut was quahtied to succeed as
heir of entail to his father's estates.  The newly made
wife retired atter the murriage to a house that had
heen preparal for Ler. near the castle, and lived to a
good old age. Her grand tuneralis one of our carliest
mewmeries, when she was carnied to be Inid in the grave
of her hushand, ind to have her name recorded onher
tetad <t s the e My 60— What ochanve

from a serving maid to the wife of an 1arl'a son ; but
truth is sometimes stranger than fiction.

The old minister lived to a good old age, after a
ministry of nearly forty years, in his first and only
charge, leaving no family, his only daughter dying
before him. Hisa widow married a  ncighhouring
minister, and hy one of those strange ch:mges in
Providencee, returned as mistress of the manse, her
second husband having been translated to the parish in
1848 When the old minixter died he waa huried at
the eas{ en’ of the chureh, and as near ag possible to
the pulpit fr- 1 which he had preached so long, A
plain stone, giving his name, age, and the number of
vears he had served the parish with the text ** Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lond,” narks the place of
buiial.

When his wife died, she was aid by his =ide, and
in the same plot, on her other side, rests the body of
her secand husband,  On visiting the place a tew
vears ago with o friend, and while standing by their
sraves our friend asked @ ** Whose wite shall she be
in the resurrection : for they twain had her to wite.”

Ghimpses of Japan.
BY T. IVERTON.
For the Review. )

"T'is & beautiful summer morning as our stately ship
alowly wends her way through the narrow channe
leading to Nagasaki. Close to us on the left rises
abruptly out of the sea an islet known as the historic
rock.  All eyes are dirceted towards it. Inquiring
what interest attaches to this rock we are told that the
Catholic converts taok refuge from persecution on it
three hundred years ago. Their enemies overtook
them. however, and flung them all, to the number of
thirty thousand, over the precipice facing us.  ‘There
ia nothing left to remind one of thia tragedy so far as
could be seen from the ship, and cvervthing around
was fo calm and beautiful that it was diﬁicult to
realize that such a thing ever happened, Suggestive
this of that final deliverance from pain and sorrow
enjoyed by those who in that day earned the crown of
martyrdom.

I went ashore for a ramble into the country as soon
as possible.  The path followed the course of 2 small
river that flows through the town. This river i
apanned at intervals by stone bridges that aie covered
with vines and creepers to such an extent that one i8
tempted to think the whole a part of natwre’s work.
Gardens formed by terracing the steep slope drop roges
along the path, and their fragrance {ills the air.
Drooks with water az clear as that of any Seottish glen
flaw past us **to join the brimming river.” Then all
of a swdden you hear the cuckoo, and you are re-
minded of other days when this harbinger of spring was
familiar and weleome.  Sitting by one of the splendid
reservoirs I saw o company of workmen on the slope of
the hill bevond.  Others were coming down the valley
carrving burdens and singing lustily the while.
Thoxe on the hillside soon responded and the effect in
that quiet and lovely spot was most pleasing. Here
at any rate men seemed to enjoyv life and labor.
Indeed the very conviction was while going through
Japan that there was less want and suffering there
than in any other country. And what a panorama
stretches  before one sitting on that eminence!
Mountaing now wooded to the top, then verdant with
grass, and again waving here and there with grain to
a greater height abave the plain. The roadstead 1s
crowded with ships of all kinds and from every
country, giving an air of animation and human interest
to the whole scene.  Above all we have that combina-
tion of mountain, sea, snd river so dear to the Oriental,
and so essentinl to his ideal of perfect scenery. Truly
nature has done much for the Japanese ; nor do they
appear to be insensible to her benignant aspects and
her kindly ministrations. They thoroughly realize
that there is a_beauty in nature which art vainly
strives to equal, and there scems to be a conscious
striving in all their art to be true to nature. Scldom,
if ever, do you find_a bit of natural scenery spoiled
by the Japancsze. Even if they have to introduce
artificial improvementa it i done with auch taste that
iti- never obtroeded upon e



