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not perfect, for thse st îooting stars are probabiy made
up of tise miaterial of tiie cornet itself, and tisere is at
lcast one instance in wvhic.à a respectable collit.t(3c;)
lias entireiy disintegratcd iî.co 'hooting sttar-z niany ot
%vhich tse wvriter sawv (ail uipon tise carth in November,
18,6.

Sudsh are sltooting stars. They fail noisclessly and
there is no certainty that any portion of their remains
lias ever been distinguished from the rest of the earth.

But besides these swarming minnows of space are
the larger tish. Thlese are large fragments of matter,
less numerous, of course, than the little ontes. These
also sonietiînes encounter tise earth. Tlsen the
fortunate observer ses a brilliant light, as the outside
of the acrolite is rendered incandescent by its friction
wvith Uie air, a violent explosion commicnly follows, and
in many cases fragments of Use visitor weighing from a
fewv ounces to five hurdred pounds bury theniselves in
tise earth and are dug out by curiosity seekers or
scientific students.

* It is interesting to note tîsat these bodies, while
bringing no chsemical element net previously known, yet
are of sucb composition and structure as to be readily
recognized by experts.

Tise principal metallic constituent ;s iran, the other
portion-; being mostly of a stony character. Twenty-
five af the seventy or more elernents have been fouend
in meteors. They greatly resemble certain stortes of
volcanic origin, but there are insuperable objections ta
-the teory that they proceed either from terrestrial or
lunar volcanoes.

*Titey are simply dwarfed, mkçshapen worlds. W e
thcy faîl upon the earth tihe restait is much the same as
if thse eartls %ere ta fa)) upon a body many trillion tintes
as large as itscif. It is b-sd for the smaller body.

Large collections of meteoric fragments have been
collected for mnuseunis, that at Harvard University
being easily tise most interesting« in Amerca-F. S.

RELIrIOUS THOUGHT IN SCOTL.AND.

A most intcrestiisg artdce appears in the Niv IVorld,
hy Dr. WVenley, on "Ili ni ovensent of Religious îlîought iii
Scotiaîsd 1 S43-0 ," which has attracted tise attention of the
Church impers. Tue foilowing extract gives bis sumnling
up) of tise Presbytcriaris outside the Esîablishied Cisurcis:

ICouscering tise iast days, then, tise tirst importanît
chansge is tise sifting ot tise centre of tiscological interest
fromi tFe Citurch to thse disseîsting commnunions. It may
turn out tisat certain fortuitous circunistanczs, whiclt are too
iveil knowrs ta useed specification, hsave not been without
effect litre. Tise truth remains tieat ProfesEors A. 1B. Bruce,
'larcus 1)ods, A. B David-,on, S. 1) F. Salnsond, George
Adat Smith, J. Iverach,Jamses Orr. and James M-ackintosl',
witls Prinîcipal Fairbairn, l)rs. Janmes 1)ensîcy, Janmes Sîiker,
James Kidd, jolie W~atson, and Inst, by no nîcans lieist,
Robertson Nicoi, as wel as sortse tew otîsers lcss wdl
knowis, are outside the paie of tise State Church. WiViiir
it ncw inturests appear t0 have ariscîs, as wu shalh sc in tise
sequel Iii nny case, younge:r nien of the stansp of Drs.
D)cniy aiîd K idd, or of Mr. 1). M. 'Ross, or of Professors
G. A. Snmith aad Janmes Mackintoshî, have not yet made their
îsrescîice feit. At tIse sanie tiste, tise contensIorary theolo-
gians inisabit an qtmoslphiere diffcriusg from that in whiicls
Service, tise Scotch Surinionists, aîsd tise Glasgoiv Hcgeliaîs
for file nsost part flaurislied. Ticir tcaching can scircciy lie
tcried rcactiouiary ; it is ratiser mediatissg. Tient is, it is
nsot so much concerned with criticisni of tise past as wvith
rcstaîcnicutt of old doctrines alossg lisses produccd by nmodern
inquiry . yet at tise sisie lime it is siot uîsrestrictcd by a
devonion, alîvays sincere, occasiot'aiIy patlsetically so, to tise
central iselief in the divinity of Christ. Professor Smih,
for exanspie, îsotwitlisstandiîîg lits acceptance ot tIse iigher
criticism, is amnîg Scotlatid's most cvaîsgeiical preachers ;
P)ro!essor Orr, noîwitlsstanding luis vast knowledge of recent
tisoughi, esîîecially in sîscculativc phiilosopiîy, is ansong tihe
doughtiest championss of tise thiisgs tîsat heiieving Christiass
dccm unsîsakable, no nisatter how nuuciu lie niay diffcr [rom

thnsin rejection of sortie antiquateti superstitions ; lie even
rends tinte to isold a Protestant lecturesliip, and from its
vanstige point to fulmnit: igainst l>apacy. Orxhodoxy, in
bliort, is spcakiîsg wîîls a fresh if not altogethier strange voice.
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Attention is being corcentrated, not, it is truc, upon creeds
about christ, but ulion chsrist H-illnself always with a coin-
pletely perv.ilitig acccptanct or lits divinity in the niost
rigid sense of its terrn. The spiritual mnsin of Hiegel
wvhicli render ail sons of God, and conceives of Christ as
différing frot ceolier great met) only in degree and isot in
i<ind, lias becis sunxnarily rejected. On the oether hand,
the historical nietisod and the doctrine of evolution, with ai]
their characteristic imnplications, have foutid acceptance.
In the persons of bier lcaditig theologians, Scotianid docs isot
now stand whcre she did fifty ycars ago, but site stili
witniesses for the supernatural nature of Christianity. It
scerns to mie that this developissent is an important one con-
structivcly. It is a result of the growing perception that
I)arwin and WVallace, and modern thouglit gencrally, have
no more swcpt away man's spiritual nature and lie than
Copernicus or Lycli was once supposed to have donc"

THE INDIANS ON THE WEST COAST.

tir .2. SWARTOUT.

Littile known cf t.he Iodians upon the west cost of Vancouver
Island lMon have lived among thent, have married their women,
and yet, have f ailed te ascertain whother thcy have a religion or net,
wlîat ils the significanco of tlîeir groat festival., cailed ', Petiatches."
and mnauv of the rites porfornîced by t.hon.

T1hoir past hiatory le lest. WV know not whcnce t.hey came or
wbithcr they go. Tho west cosat tribes bear sme rescinblance to
the Japancoe svbiist. etny of their eustonis are diatinctly Oriental,
anti furnishi many illust:ations of the customas mentioncti in the
Seripturer. but beyond this wc know but littie.

Speaking gencrally thene Indiens are honest, enore se than a
similar cemmunity of whit.ce- 1'rhava a salutar3' regard for tho
law andi a droati o! confinement has somet.bing te do witlh Ibis char-
acteristic, for boyond thtis excellent virtue, they do net seetm te be
possessoti of many moral qualitics.

Anti yet, when one considerd their traditi~ons, their religion-or
superstitions.-their inanniers of living, and the debasing influence of
the woret olegmnts of civilization, whichi have reîtdiiy found their
way ansenget t.hem, we may woll wonder that thero in se mucb thai.
ie gooti andI lovable as there in.

They live ie large hieuses, wilt ne floor, and, at icast in the clhier
structures, with a fiât or slightly sloping roof. These lociges, calleti
,utah us or rnah h-keq have ne partitions, but arountitane, ineute, je
a raiseti portion upon which the bed je matie. Haeh corner, andi
possibly cacit side as well, if the houte je large cnnugh. in eccujîic<
by a fànsiiy with its tire buit upon the grounti, the arnoke findiog
exit t.hrough an aperture in the roof.

The yrunger geecration ii. beginning te huilA miodern bouses, but
-with rare exceptions-ail houses are tise scene cf dusorder and
dirt, whilt the aider onte are used ast well for tiryiog anti smoking
fioe, the principal article of diet of the ancients.

Outsido the bouises the canetes, which they always use for travel.
ling in this land of water stretches, are drawn up out o! tlîe recule of
the surf and securely faztenod at night lest an uinuaually bighe tide
carry titone away.

MWhen night talla ail romain inside, excqî)t an occasional straglcr,
andi tise nurnerous cura tlsat infent evcry village. A cheery lire in
made, the supper is cooked and caton anti then they atretch thein-
selve out upon their recti bcds, cover themrsclves with b'ankcts and
go toalsrcei.

At the tiret peep of tiawn thoy arise andi, one by one, crcepb out
aide and s<quai, dawn upon the bc-ch. or grass, covereit with a
blanlit.. and wait for the sun te rit. Tnis tiuty s.hcy nover fait te
observe andi their heliet in that if illey fait in thus -%vor4h-Ipng tho
sunt tbcy wsll net bc hîcised witlî long Ilfe, 'wbich ie the'r clifest
bnpe.

They aito worship the mooi, ant tho tievout amouîg tbemn at the
begianng of cach lnar mont),, Icave their hosties anti hide then,-
selvas ie the tiopths o! the forcat, or ulboe the ce&aboie, and send
the timea in suplication.

Somo cdo net know cf any greatter god thtan these luminance; but
saine are awareocf the existenlce of a Suprerno lifing. uncreated, ivhu
is the Creator cf ail ttsings, ante W Whom ovcn the sut and mis~en are
but servants.

A favobrite pblace of worship) as ls in the seat bathing ti body
or mwimming in tihe water, at tise carliest, datvn, or in the tlqî)tlî et
night, shouttag out incohterent irayers ie a louA voice. Thero in
aise rnuch virtue in rubbing tho body with twigs or the rough
branches ef varions treee, whilet tîliir patitiena are bcing tit(e.

T1hepo prayers are almoat, if net quite, ievariabiy, offereti for
niaterial bentefite, such an healtth, long flte, suces in aeaiing, liste.
ing, etc. In fact, in ordor te be a succîsafu t whale isuinter, net

The Presbyterian Review.


