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not perfect, for the shooting stars are probably made
up of the material of tive comet itself, and there is at
least one instance in which a respectable comat (Biela's)
has entirely disintegrated into <hooting stars, many ot
\\;;hich the writer saw fall upon the carth in November,
1886,

Such are shooting stars. They fall noiselessly and
there is no certainty that any portion of their remains
has ever been distinguished from the rest of the earth,

But besides these swarnung minnows of space are
the larger fish. These are large fragments of matter,
less numerous, of course, than the little ones. These
also sometimes encounter the earth, 7Then the
fortunate observer sees a brilliant light, as the outside
of the aerolite is rendered incandescent by its friction
with the air, a violent explosion commcnly follows, and
in many cases fragments of the visitor weighing from a
few ounces to five hundred pounds bury themselves in
the earth and are dug out by curiosity scekers or
scientific students.

It is interesting to note that these bodies, while
bringing no chemical element not previously known, yet
are of such composition and structure as to be readily
recognized by experts.

The principa! metallic constituent is iron, the other
portions being mostly of a stony character. Twenty-
five of the seventy or more elements have been found
in meteors. They greatly resemble certain stones of
volcanic origin, but there are insuperable objections to

‘the theory that they proceed either from terrestrial or

lunar volcanoes.

They are simply dwarfed, misshapen worlds. When
they fall upon the earth the result is much the same as
if the earth were to fall upon a body many trillion times
as large as itself. It is bad for the smaller body.

Large collections of meteoric fragments have been
collected for museums, that at Harvard University
being easily the mcst interesting in America—F, S,
LuTuER.

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN SCOTIL.AND,
DR. R, M. WENLEY

A most interesting article appears in the New World,
by Dr. Wenley, on “The movement of Religious thought in
Scotland 1843-90,” which has attracted the attention of the
Church papers.  The following extract gives his summing
up of the Presbyterians outside the Established Church :

“Concermng the last days, then, the first important
change is the shilting of the centre of theological nterest
from tte Church to the dissenting communions, It may
turn out that certain fortuitous circumstances, which are too
well known to need specification, have not been without
effect here.  The teuth remains that Professors A. B. Bruce,
Marcus Dods, A. B Davideon, S. D F. Salmond, George
Adam Smuth, J. Iverach, James Orr, and James Mackintosh,
with Principal Fairbairn, Drs. James Denney, James Stalker,
James Kidd, John Watson, and last, by no means least,
Robertson Nicoll, as well as some tew others less widels
known, are outside the pale of the State Church.  Within
it new interests appear to have arisen, as we shall see in the
sequel  In any case, younger men of the stamp of Drs.
Denney and Kidg, or of Mr. D. M. Ross, or of Professors
G. A. Smith aad James Mackintosh, have not yet made their
presence felt. At the same time, the contemporary theolo-
puans inhabit an atmosphere dificring from that in which
Service, the Scoteh Sermonists, and the Glasgow Hegelians
for the most part flourished, Their teaching can scarcely be
termed reactionary ; it is rather mediating. That is, 1t is
not so much concerned with criticism of the past as with
restatement of old docurines along lines produced by modern
inquiry ; yet at the same time it is not unrestricted by a
devotion, always sincere, occasiorally pathetically so, to the
central belief in the divinity of Christ.  Professor Smath,
for example, notwithstanding lus acceptance ot the higher
criticism, is amony Scotland’s most evangelical preachers ;
Professor Orr, notwithstanding his vast knowledge of recent
thought, especially in speculative philosophy, is among the
doughtiest champions of the things that believing Chrnistians
dcem unshakable, no matter how much he may differ from
them in rejection of some antiquated superstitions ; he even
finds time to hold a Protestant lectureship, and from its
vantage point to fulininate against Papacy. Orthodoxy, in
short, is speaking with a fresh if not altogether strange voice.
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Attention is being corcentrated, not, it is true, upon creeds
about Christ, but upon Cirrist Himself always with a com-
pletely pervading acceptance of ks divinity in the most
ngid sense of tns term.  The spiritual monism of Hegel
which render all sons of God, and counceives of Christ as
differing from other great men only in degree and not in
kind, has been summarily rejected. On the other band,
the historical method and the doctrine of evolution, with all
their characteristic implications, have found acceptance.
In the persons of her leading theologians, Scotland does not
now stand where she did fifty years ago, but she still
witnesses for the supernatural nature of Christianity. It
seems to me that this development is an important one con-
structively. It is a result of the growing perception that
Darwin and Wallace, and modern thought generatly, have
no more swept away man's spiritual nature and life than
Copernicus or Lyell was once supposed to have done "

THE INDIANS ON THE WEST COAST.
By M. SWARTOUT.

Littlo is kuown of tho Indians upon the wea$ coast of Vauncouver
Island  Men have lived among thom, have married their women,
and yot havo failed to ascertain whother they have a religion or not,
what is the aignificance of their great festivals, called ¢¢ Potlatches,’”
and mauny of tho rites porformed by thom,

Their past history is lost. We kaow not whenco they came or
whither thoy go. Tho wost coast tribes bear some resemblanco to
the Japanese whilst i1 .oy of their customs are distinctly Oriental,
and furnish many illust:ations of the customs mentioned in the
Seriptures, but beyond this we know bat little.

Speaking generally theso Indians are lionest, more so than a
similar community of whitea. Derhaps o salutary regard for the
law and a dread of confinement has something to do with this char-
acteristic, for beyond this excollent virtue, they do not scem to bo
possessed of many moral qualitics,

And yet, when one counsiders their traditione, their religion—or
superstitions—their manners of living, and the debasing influenco of
the worst clemants of civilization, which have readily found their
way amongst them, we may well wonder that there is 80 much that
is good and lovablo as there is.

They live in large houses, with no floor, and, at least in the older
structures, with a flat or slightly sloping roof. Theso lodges, callod
mah us or mah h-tee) have no partitions, but around them, ioside, is
a raised portion upon which the bed is made. Each coracr, and
possibly cach side as well, il the house is large cnough, is occupied
by a family with its firo built upon the ground, the smoko finding
exit through an aperture in tho roof.

The yrunger generation it beginning to build modern houses, but
—with raro exceptions—all houses are tho scene of disorder and
dirt, whilst the older ones are used as well for dryiog and smoking
flsh, tho principal articlo of diet of the ancicats.

Outsido the houses the canoes, which they always uso for travel.
ling in this land of water stretches, are drawa up out of the reach of
tho surf aud sccurely fastened at night lost an wausually high tide
carry them away.

When night fallaall romain inside, except an occasional straggler,
and the numerous cura that infest cvery willage. A cheery fire is
made, the aupper is cooked and caten and then they stretch them-
selves out upon their reed beds, cover themsclves with blankcts and
g0 to aleep.

At the ficat peep of dawn they arise and, ono by one, creep out
side aud squat down upon the beich, or gras, covered with a
blanket, and wait for tho sun to rise. ‘I'nis duty they never fail to
observe and their belict is that if they fail in thus worshipping the
sun they wall not bo blessed with long life, which is their chicfest
hupe.

They also worship tho moo1, and the devout among them at the
beginning of each lunar month, Icave their honses and hide them-
sclvos in the depths of the forest, or upon tho soa shore, and apead
the time in suphcation.

Somo do not know of any greater god than theae luminaries; but
somoe are aware of the existence of & Suprems Baing, uncreated, who
is the Creator of all things, and to Whom even the sun and mnon are
but servaata.

A favorito placo of worship also is in tho aca, bathing the body
or swimming in the water, at the earliest dawn, or in tho depth of
aight, shouting out incohcrent prayers in a loud voice. Thero is
also much virtue in rubbing the body with twigs or the rough
branches of various trees, whilat their petitioos aro being made.

"Thero prayers aro almoat, if pot quite, invarisbly, offered for
tuaterial benefits, such as health, long hifo, success in soaling, fiah-
ing, etc. In fact, in order to bs a succeasful whale hunter, not



