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possible in our Young Pcople's Societies. Certainly
anything that ivill aid in securing this very desirable
end should bc warmly welcomed. Speaking in Pitts-
burg recently, an the subject of Bible reading, David
R. I3reed, D. D., said a number af very suggestive
tlsings vwhich wc commend ta aur young people gener-
ally.

IGNORANCE 0F TIIE BIB1LE1.

The Bibli% is rcad by the majority aven af thobe who
read il rcgularly, disjomntedly, hurriedly andi without re.
fiection. The result is that whilc very many people are
familiar with certain Biblical expressions, knoiv the
names af maxi> Biblical charactcrs and cari even quote
some Scripture passages, they are pitiably ignorant of
the Bible as a complete and connected systèm. They
do not know the sequence of characters and events;
they do flot know the progress ai thoaiglt, the succes-
sion of type and antetype, of prophecy and fulfilment.
They do flot know the scupe ai the varions parts, their
relation ta each athcr and the method af canstructing
theni into a harmoniaus unity. They know the Bible
only as you know that beautiful residenc-, in the East
End; whercas you saw it anly in its separate portions,
when the stones %vere uncut, the sand and lime un-
mixed, and the boards were neither smaothed nor
joined. They knoiv the Bible in piecemeal.

A FEWV TESTS.

1 have belore me an unusually intelligent company
ai Christian people ; loyers ai the Word af God. Ta
this intelligent company 1 propose ta submit a number
of startling declarations and each one May judge of
their faith by applying thenito hiniseli. From my care-
fui observation of the Scriptural knowledge of many
Christians 1 dare affirmn sanie things liec the following:-
In order ta an intelligent knowledge of the comprehen-
sive character and majestic inovement ai the Bible we
aught ta be fairly familiar with the order ai its books
and this is cartainly essential ta facility in using or
reading the Word of God. But 1 dare a!firrn that there
are nat five persans in this intelligent company who
can naine the books ai the Bible in order. Mtost of you,
1 judge, would be obliged ta take refuge wvith the young
urchin who, when ha wvas asked ta give the list, archly
replied, I do not think that 1 could give their namnes;
but I think I should know themn were 1 ta sec theni."

Suifer nme ta suggest sanie casier and simpler tests.
There are flot ten Versans here that know ta what tribe
af Israel Moses belonged. There are flot fifteen that
cati tell hov many dynasties are represented in the
Kingsoaijuadah. There are not twenty that know when
and by whom the subjects af the kingdoms of lsrael and
Judah wcre carried into captivity. There are flot
twenty-fivc that caa name Ë-.e book cantaining the his-
tory of Saul, king ai Israel. There arc nat thirty that
knaw when Isaiah prophesied. There are not thirty-five
that know how the ministry of jcsus is divided betwreen
Judea and Galilce.

These propositions are in na sense uniair. it cer-
tainly would not be unfair ta ask an equal number ai
readers ai French hisiory frani what province Napaleon
was derived, and Mboses was mare ta Israel than Na-
poleon ta France. It is not unfair ta ask an English-
mnan by wvhom the Anglo-Saxons were subjugated, or in
what countries the Duke of Wellington campaigned.
You know ihat George Iashini; on carne froin Virginia;
do you know fromn what tribe Joshua came? You
know the decisive battle in the late civil war; do you
know the decisive battle intheUi conquests of Canaan ?

Arnerican Genera-l Assembly

(C%7tsaneJ front lait ualk.)

Tha proaoAisain or t day optuoa a% 9 o'clock prcainly witb
tb. hall haur devotional examcina lad by Riv. Dz. W. W. Hxtz.
01 New Bruiwàz. N. J.

Qn the resucmplian et buainoan the Modeaala toak the chair.
ana Eév. Dr. Booth mcvod th&% a ropeSt ci th. r oaes Mlsaonu
BO&rd, 10z O'pis ai the mincuo f AssamWly and reports b.
grante.

Tt* Comta.e an the ci o!mraab.u tor Fratintu
pxuld tbilrn) Its *&iarm&n, B"r. Dr. V. D. Bas8 1. o! phbliaepî a,4

trian Review.
Pa. The Board darlog tapu erbirdodaaca aai
ana otherwise deoreaiii expenlitures, aveu roduainz the number
ai toachons by twcnty.aavon. Thera are fewer soholans by avor
ane thonsand ai only abolars provided with sabolarshlps or able
ta pay thoir way are rooived; eleven more chnrohen ana missions
hava bean la part aldad a3quiring six additional paitars; twenty
mon arc raady ta enter tha mliutry - 2,083 new membera added
ta the churob, tbis bcbng 600 mare than laut year. Tho Predmen
baie givon $35,577.31 for support af minioters ana ohurches, ana
for support ai ahooas 332.521.94, t6 total of 868,099.28, an excus
af 34,713.99 aven the prenions ycar. They aos sent ta the Board
S&U437, bosidas gitta ta other Boards ai the ohurch, 81,656.20.
The exîfint ai the Board'e wvork for laut yosr iis seca front thoso
figures: Ministons, 181 (S white, 173 oaloa); number ai oharohes
and missions, 814; wholo number adaea, 18.701; sandey.scbools,
814; sobolarB, 19,624; whalo number ai sohools, seventy.fiva;
tcaohero, 230; pupila, 9,511. The total reccipte, with balance ai
32,807.31, $177,-14.40; expnditurcs, excapt balance, 81,29-2.37,
bcing the ema sum; 3,311 ohurcheB raised at year 853,834.70;
1,018 woman's soolatics, $43,8141.87; 442 S&bbath.îchoole, 63,*l78.83;
and 209 yaang paopla's socicties alea raised subatantial, help. The
members ai the Board whoa3 tarin ai office expirad were re-eleoa,
the work vas comxmandad ta tha Preabyteries, pastors ana ta indu-
viduaea for support, and a special recommandation wax mada that
Biddla University, witb the allier Freadmen acoale, aboula bc by
the wcalthy libonally endowcd.

Ag unfin!aha businaga the disoussion ai the special repart on
Young Poopla's Soolatias wuJ rcauma by Rey. Charlcs S. Lvna, of
Mit, Vernon, N. Y., and othera. The tibjeot vras iben laid aver Unl
Tuesday aiternoan, as the tima ai aajonrtimat, hsd arrivea.

TUKSDAT.
The Judioial Cornmiltto, Bey. P. 0. Moniord, D. D., obairman,

presenid a partial report whicb vas adopted.
A rensolution Iras Lnbmittcd by Dr. J. Clamant French, af

Nrxnke4firmngtheacliverances of former Assembiea irbarein
confidence ha. been expressid in the Young Peopla's Saciaties and
encouragement giron ta their worlk.

The roaolutions Irere adoptez! and the committea vas dis.
abarged.

Thoe report of the Commite an HMe Missions vas prented
*by tha chairman, Bey. W. P. Rane, D. D.

The B3oard ontcrea npin the ya undar depreasing circuinstan-
068. A dabt 'whioh liid b3en growIag fira yean hai raaohod tha
limita af the Boardae creait.

Notwithstanding thea unfavorabla conditions under which tbe
work ai the year bus been eanduoteld, ana tb. consuent evbis ai
rotranchinant. thoera are gratilying evidenoof a progrma.

The coven largest ana strngu.t synoduai of on hurcb hava
ruade pravisiaxi for tba support ai thair ami missions and depend.
cnt cburcbos.

Arrasoas1.
The report of the Co)mmittre an the Board af Aid frr oUlIese

and acadeis vras prcuenled by tha chairman, Rer. T. H. Ciel-
and, D. D.

This board hau beau in existence for thirtecn yesns. Thisyear
bas bbon u ex-oelingvly tryiug ane ta tut instituions and ta tbis
Boiad. There ebai-n a groat doctes-z iu the reccipis. Lait
yaar, [romn all sources the Board recelvail 3119.627.34. This year
it bas recairad only 389,13M37. 81111 th=r hait bezn much ta bc
thaukini for.

A popular meeting in tbe intereat at Home Mialors wau huld
in tha rvaabng, xrlth bddraeas by Dr. JTobn Hall, Dr. MlcMiUmn,
Dr. Roberts uana athers.

wEZ)XLMAT.

Tha repart of tbe Standing Commitiea nFortignbiulonsuil
prsnta by Rsv. Dr. B. C. Henry, Chairman.

Dxxning tb. pas% year tbis Bxoard bau reccebvoa Imm ail soureu
the amntut ai 6$5,9.7' or .. ain ai 419,68S2.41 ovor lait year.
'Tho rmxount ai dabt one ycar cgo Iran 174.770.34. Thcu.hnbean
raca ta 376,770.46, and thare lu a aurplus Iu tha tra.y cf
S3.5353e2. sa thst tha dei is, prao.icaly, aImait wipi'd ou%.

The attention af tlia Asasmbly in rcspaotUlly cali to the vMr
amall amnt given by the SaLbbitb-mboe ai the Churob. %30,.

21112 bia adaurcsafrinlait yaar at Z7,741.88 Takiug Ibm
total uismberabip c! the Babbath.icbaal reportai! laut Joan-
1,057,013-Ihis showi an avereige of laisha tb= beaints for eauh
inamber, wh:ie, dividod by t.bs numbor of ebhoa repartea, it Civea
but an avAregae c! about 13.8 oacb. A slraug insolation celDng
ou the National administration ta examine iat uffaira m Turkey
vrais panéa.

Thu reportS on Pablioetion and S àb'zth.s2o3l wark was pro -
sieta bj tbm lhr.us, Rer. Dz. ThD=us Vénner Mao.m

The. wark ol tWbm Boàrl bai tira ditihuos d.epinlmnnt.-bul.
nia on lbe zze bia, &ul m.aes.oatr7 waz.k on the otber.


