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timne when the churchi lived mainly within hierseif, and foughit and suffered to
live, and those of thiis agirressive era whien slhe goeti forth into ail the world, and
preaches the Gospel te every creature; a book thiat ivill net degritdc religion by
offences against grammar, conmeon sense, and geed taste, yet not be polishied
tee smeethly by liyper-faistidieusness; that will be inforrned in oev part by theose
great truths of Ged'6 word which are beth 'I nilk for b.tbes,>' and "strong mnt
for these that are of full age,> but stili be a book of spiritual sonqs; that will bc,
in fine, se riehi and full, and of such substantial worth, thiat frein generatien te
generation we shall desire no change. If there is sueh. a book in the world, lot
uis have it.

OURI CODITO'NS 0F M EMBIEIISTIP.
I corne now te a iess pleasing subjeet, -%vhichi, hoivcver, lies directUy in xy path-

At different perieds, we have been cenipelled, but yeu will alI bear %vitness how
reluctantly, to take up the cases of certain iiiembers of the Union, agrainst wiom
charges have been brought, which, if substantiated, woiild have disqualified them
for ýany further conneztion %vith us. Suchi proccedings are alwvays painful, froin
their very nature, te these who regard the henour eof every ene that bears the
naine of Christ. They censume much precious tixwe. They are rarely disposed
ef with unanîrnity. Tlhey are net regularly provided fer, thogh implicd te be
possible. in eur miles, and it wrould be'very difficult te niake provisions cevering
circunistances se diverse. Nor de or conclusions carry any binding force.
After our most catreful investigations, a church or ininister disowned by this body
niay be recogniscd, and vice versa, by any meniber ef it ; while in cases whiere
unaninicus actien eau be taken, our joint declaratien ef belief in the innocence ef
guilt of the party aecused rnay add littie te the sense of the saine cntertained by
our niembers individuafly.

For several years past these censiderations have pressed upen iny owni attention
the question. whetlier sote niodilicafion eof the hasis cf the U nion ben nit possible,
which. would exelude all such quiestions. But cau we abolishi aIl qualifications for
nieîbership, and say that any iiiinister or any church claiining the naine " Con-
greegationaV'l is te, be received without furtber inquiry asý te their fiih or wvorks?
ls Congregationalisrn a syqtein of Chutrch polity only? Dees it flot include
Chiristian doctrine and Christian life? iere are Unitarin and Universalist
ehurches by scores, Nvith this forin of geverninent, whoi have else-where centended
eagerly for recognitien by the erthodox. Oughlt %ve te receive such ? But howv could.
we say nay, if we have ne test for admission ? Thore are bad or doubtful inca in
the ministry, w-ho have rnuch denominational felnand vhow~ould. gladly oicquire
seine respectability by cenuing under our wving,: shall tbey have it? Do net
ail the porposes for whichi we combine pre-suppose our having confidence in each
other? lVould there net be an end te our bretherly fellovship, unless w-e exciuded
the unworthy ? Are w-e net in great nicasure responsible for each etber before
thern which are without?

Suich are the difficulties that have confrontcd nie, xvlhec tryicg-, tu bit upen seme
Plan for saving ourselves the labour and the pain of takicg up charges breughit
against our memnbers. Itseins cîcar te niyown niind thait -eist eibr dmt i

and sundry, or that wve must shoulder die rcsponsibility of these investigations.
Il t must needs bo that offences corne," and if . meniber of this body apestatises
frein the faith, or in works denies the L')rd, w-e cannot /iclp dealinS withl the mat-
ter. But we deal ivith it enly in se far as menabership ln this body is cncerncd.
IWe have ne righlt, and I have seen ne inclination, te g. beyond this peint. If a
minister. for instance, proves univorthy, and we exelude hini frein the Union, there
is an ecd of the inatter, in this body. WVe de net go to thie church which lie may
be scrving and say, Ilyou shall not have this nian to be Pitstor." We say, Il JVc,
as a Union, villnet recegnise lmi." In doin.g this, w-e only exercise the ri glit w-hiehi
every seciety, and every iridividual mian posseqses, ef choosing our oin associates.
I must confcss that 1 have ne synipathy ivith the disposition senietinies apparent,
te represent ail such action as an interference %vith chureh-icdependeonce, or a
violation of our owa constitution, Art. III. It scouts to me that a very one-sided
iadependency w-ould resuit frein a looser systoni. The independence of every
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