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dition through theiz- example, answer
tlie question !

But as it la not ChWristian, neither la it
safe for any man to Bay lu regard to this
matter, "'That ia no affair of mine."
For even thougi lie were absolutely
assured agalnst ail danger of falling into,
intemperance personaily,-wlich no one
wlio indulges in intoxicating stimulants
can be,-every thinking man must sec
that thesge drinking usages are at war
with aIl our miaterial, social, and relI<jious
inerests,-with everything, lu fact, that
tends to make us a truly great, prosper-
oua, and liappy people. .Here, for once,
selfiahness and benevolence occupy the
same ground ; for, witli the exception of
tlic manufacturersansd vendors of thec
liquor, every one of wliom miglit find
equaily remunerative, and mucli more
reputable employment in some otlier
way, thc cry of our people, under thc
burdena of taxation, and wretdhedness,
and wreng, brouglit upon them by tlic
drink traffie, reaclieth unto heaven, and
liath entered into thc ears of tlie Lord
of Sabaotli. " lAud shail not God avenge
his own elect, who, cry day aud niglit
unto Hlm, thougi lie bear long witli
tliem ?"I

Tlie coat of drunkenness, liowevcr, is
not the ouly point at whidh thia vice
touches oui self intereat, whcther con-
*sumers or non-consumera of these bever-
ages ourselves. A man may bc per-
sonaily au abstainer, or lic may be a
" gin-proof"'- moderate drinker, but if hoc
have a son or a family of dhildren grow-
ing up arouud hlm, exposed to thc
temptation everywliere to be met wvitli
to drink, and te fail througli thc bad
example of others, lias tliat father no

persottat interest in the suppression of
this evil ? Can lie be sure that no lamb
from his fold will ever be snatched away
by this ravening and roaring lion î that
his bright-eyed boy, his pride and dar-
Iing, wili neyer yield to the fascinations
of the wine cup, and sink into a prezuature
and disk.onoured grave î that his daugli-
ter, brouglit up so tenderly, and 80

spriglitly aud blooming, will uever know
the niseries and woes of a drunkard's
ivife ; or die broken-hearted as aIe thinka
of ail the blighted affections and hopes
of lier budding womanliood? If lie can,
then let hlm drink ;--nay, tliat were
tlie world's selfish way of looking at it,
bût let him abstain for the sake of sorne-
body else's danqhter!1

We are net drawing upon our fancy,
or sketdhing experiences so rare tliat
tliey are, in fact, unreal. CJases of this
kind are constantly to be met with ail
around us, with soul-harrowing aggrava-
tions such as mere imagination could
neyer depict. Tliere is, indeed, scarcely
a family in the land tliatlias flot suifered,
in some of itsnearer or remoter relations,
from tliis fearful scourge ; and there la
positively none tliat can insure for it-
self absolute immunity from it, while
the present drinking usages prevail, and
sudh fatal facilities exiat for their indul-
gence. Every fatlier should feel that hoe
lias an ail-sufficient reason for pledgingr
hiniseif te total abstinence iu every dhild
tiiat sits at his table ; and every mother
should bo constrained to a similarcourse,
lest lier daugliter sliould err, as othera
have donc, througli the use of winc.
Nay, let every ene, " low and higli, ridli
and poor together,"l hear tlie Apostolic
wvarning, 'ILet him, that thinketh lie


