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BUILDING ASSOCIATIONS.
IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Wehave been favored with a return of the Building Sacie-
tics in Great Britain for the year 1885, as printed by
order of the House of Commons in June ult. Some of
which possess much interest, we make excerpts as fol-
lows:

In England and Wales there are 2,150 Societics, 1,751 of
which report membership to the number of 567.594, being
an average of 324 to cach Society. Of these Societices
1,936 reported the amount of funds received dunng the last
financial year at £20,800,154, being an average per Society
of 410,744 Of these same Societics 1953 made full ze-
turns of asscts and liabilities as follows :

Assets.
Balance due on Mortgage Securitics not including pros-
PECtive INtErestoccoes coos saseonasacnconace cooce £46,955,136
Investments in otber Securities and Cash.o-.c0 eessess 3,001,190
Balance Deficiency 439 S0CEtitseeee cassos saoasocnee 115,59

£50,675,365
Lisilities.
To ShareholderS.ces aaes e sonces cososrsanacs soncee £33:479,246

Depositors and other CredilorS cacece savscccaase voe .. 15,355,303
Palance of unappropriated profit beld by 1445 Socicties 1,510,516

£50,678,263
SCOTLAND.

Sceiland has 51 Sodicties, 235 of which give the member-
ship as 35,752, being an average of 230 cack. The toul
receipts of 47 Socictics are reported as £271.891 being
an average of £3,785 each. The asscts and liabilities of 48
Societics as reported arc as fol:ows:

Assets.
Balsnce due on Mortgage Securitics not intlading proz-
pective interestacecce covven cecesocescoe cesscecss £Lorz,014
Other InvestmentSeveccaance oo cesecs cssacnansess $8,065
Deficiency 3 SoCilieS.caceeironsaacccsssocecoscces 1,054

£1.000,133
Lisbiisties.
To ShareholdeTs eecec cocecacecsaccecnssssascacoce

Depositors and other Credilors. ..ccovaoe sacove ceneee
Unappropriated profits held by 36 Sociclitteace cocnnen

£695,973
267,521
35,146

£1,002,041
IRELAND.

Ircland shows 42 Socictics, of which 35 reported a2 mem-
bership of 10,484, being an average of 300 cach, and 30
returned the amount of income for the year at £599,899,
being an average of £14,997 cach, while y0 make retum
of assets and liabilitics as follows :

Assets.

Balancedac on Mostgage Securitics exclasive of prospec-

LIV INMETE ecve canvas casosnsnes semasassaceosass L 1,027:239
Other Investments.coaoe cesecasnsesonae e evescscece 935,514
Deficiency of 4 Societics.ccesacocnconas tesvasecence 5425

£1,134,18
Lickilities.
50 SBArcholderSeevecs sceosacnssassare avanseassves  £704,130
Depositors and otheTSeeec sece ceoecesoes soevrrence . 377874
Unsppropriated pro&itseece ceee covons sose conosecoces 52,971

£ 1,134,975

The compiler remarking upon these figuressays: “Much
difficuity has been experienc -d in ascertaining the partic-
lars required for preparing these returns in conscquence of
the great variety of forms in which Socicties draw up their
balance sheets. “The whole system of Building Socictics’
accounts is generally somewhat complicated, and the differ-
ent Socicties vary very much in their mode of stating them.”
‘The same complaint has been made in relation to Canadian
Socictics which have now in ncarly every case, adopted the
name of Loan Company in lieu of Building Socicty, as was
originally intended by these organizations.

We find classed together, un the same sheet. and under
the same headings in the general statement, Loan compan-
ies under the Building Society’s Act, Loan Companies under
the Joint-Stock Company’s Act, slutual Building Societies
under the act for terminating Societies, English Companics
authorized to transact business in Canada, cach of these
must neccessarily have a varety of transactions, and it
would seem almost impossible that books could be so kept
by the various companies as to be able tobe brought under
one st of headings, in all cases. The more compact these
statements can be made consistent with due perspicuity the
better for all concemned.

‘I'he Canadian companics now have a fixed capital stock
and reserve fund ; they are in fact banks of discount anu
deposit, without authority to issuc bank notes of their
own.

A Tondon corraspondent says that the prople of the
English metropolis ina year's time cat 500,000 0xchl, 2,000,
ooo sheep, 200,000 calves, 300,000 swine, §,000,000 head
of fowls, 500,000,000 pounds of fish, 500,000,000 pounds
of oystars, 20,000 Jobsters, somc million tons of canned
goods, no end of fruit and other stu, a3d 50,000,000 bushels
of wheat. It takes 200,000,000 quarts of beer to quench
the common thirst. But more than this, they drink 10,000,
000 quants of rum and 50,020,020 quarts of wine. Taking
out the water uscd for sprinkling, cooking, and fountaios,
and the actual drinking supply is desperately small.

The Fire “Tnightrider Strect, London, cost the firc
offices a pretty peany, and did noc reflect much credit on
the organization of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. Had
the latter body besn possessed of block plans, issucd by
Mr. C. E. Goad, of New Broad Strect, of the district at-
tacked, they could have casily putan cndto the conflagation
before it had attained dangerous proporstions, but knowing
nothing of the Zocalc they were altogether unable to utilize
their cfforts to advantage.

“[he net loss to the companics is put &swa as at least
£ 100,000, the chicf sufferers being the Sun, Royal, Pheeniy,
and North British and Mecrcantile, who are responsible for
abost half the loss, though nearly ascore of cther offices
arc also participants.  Jnsurance 1Verld, London.

Canadian Millers' Mutual Fire Ipsurance Co.—
Through the courtesy of Sccretary Joncs, we arc in receipt
of the cighth annual report of this Canadian mill insuring
office, from which we gather the following facts:

Amount at tisk, Dcc. 37, 1886 ccccccccronenceens « 8367600
Asscts, nat premium notes included {of which

$5,566.73 is cash on hand) 33145495
LabtECS ccveereee  sovsensessecsacnasees ceeeccnoneenens Nil.

The losscs, 2 mills only 3,667.02

Making an exhibit that de.zs credit to the management,
and warrants the action, suggested by President Goldic,
taken by the stockholders extending the limits of lines upoa
the better cliss of mills to $5.000. At the close of the
stockholders' meeting, a meeting of the directors was_held,
and D. Goldic and Wm. Snider were respectively re-clected
President and Vice-President.  Mr. Sencca Jones, the very
efficient Sceretary, was complimented by a re-appointment
1o the office that he has hereiofure filled so wall.




