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muintained, to amend tho Separato
Bchool act by making any changes
necessary to educating tho cluldren of
Roman Uatholics in overy way as woll
a8 thoso of their Protestant follow-
citizons. Tako Quobeo,said thospeakor,
to which Mr. Meredith had reforred.
Tho Catholio majority there was in
groatoer proportion than tho Protestant
majority lero; yot thero wero no
heart-burnings. “The mattor had been
sottled, and was disposed of. A com-
Bloto line of cleavago had boen formed

otween tho two classes of tho peoplo,
80 far as their oducation was concorn.
od. They bad cach their own Public
8chools, cach their own High Schools,
nn}l gach their own Umiversity, all re.
coiviog grunts from the State. Tho
Boparate School systom was, thorefore,
ntch moro completo 1 Quebeo than
in Ontario. Mr, Ross pointed out that
tho origin of Separato Schools was a
compact made hofore Confederation by
the two classes of the population, to
enable Confederation to Lo achieved.
Ontario could sweep awny the amend-
monts made to the net of 1803, 1t
could not touch the act itself without
infringing upon the constitution. But
the sweeping awny of theso amend-
ments would loave the Sepnrate
Gohools at a great disadvantage for
educational purposes as compared with
Public Schools, and it might be ox-
pected as a natural consequence that
tho Protestant minority of Quebeo
would have tho same measure dealt
out to them that the Roman Cathulic
minority recencd in Ontacie.  Mr.
Ross pointed out that the original act
of 1R03 bad reccived tho approval of
the late Dr. Ryerson when it was
submitted to hini by M. W. R. Scott.
Coming to the question of inspection
of Separate Schools, the speaker re-
ferred to thefactthat Mr. J. L. Hughes,
Public School Iuspestor of Toronto,
was one of the heads of the Orango
body ond had used very decided
language on this subject, and it was
natural he wou'd not be regarded with
favor for the inspection of Scparate
Schools. He thought the sense of the
community would bo opposed to hav-
ing men who have used such strong
expressiorg regarding the Roman Ca-
tholic Church, the priesthood aud the
nuns set over Roman Catholio schools
taugbt by Sisters of Charity to report
upon them. The Roman Catholics
would not credit the reports of such
ingpeotors; the speaicr lunself as
Minister of Education would be careful
in taking the roports upon Roman
Catholic 8chools of a man who was
wont to assail Separate Schools in
language more forcible than polished.
Mr Rosg then referred to the indica-
tions of increasing division caused by
this agitation, as seen in advertise-
wents for teachers which say that
‘“‘none but Protestants need apply.”

Mr Clancy That is no new thing.

_Mr. Ross said they were new to

him. Such things wera disgraceful,
the men who started such an agitation
were gowing dragons’ tecth, the froit
of which the Previnee was beginning
to reap in the rapid growth of the
number of schools.

Mr. Ross then tock up a numbor of
thoe arguments of Mr. Meredith.
?xrst. he reminded Mr. Meredith that
in 1878 heo had voled against the
ballot. In 18R2, Le thought, he had
voted forit. In 1885 he had acquiesced
in the optional ballot, and did not
aven ask for a ballot for the Separate
Schools, nor bring up tho arguments
ebout uniformity which he Dad juo
uttered. In 1890 he had called for
tho compulsory ballot, and he was
ropeating this demand. On the ques-
tion of the compulsory ballot, Mr.
Ross said he Imew of no cases of
flagrant corruption or intimidation
such as to make it necossary for tho
compulsory ballot for Public Schools;
and the majority of Public Schools
have not chosen to change to the
ballct. Yet the hon. gentlemen oppo-
sito, simply declaring arbitrarily that
the timo had come for tho ballet,

would forco upon tho Separato Schiools
a compulsory ballot which the majority
of Publle #oliools have nat adopted,
and which the supporters of the Sepa-
ratoe  Bohools have not demanded.
Why confine the compulsory ballot to
Separato Sohools ? Why not earry it
into Publio and High School Board
olections ® Mr, Rogs thon cited tho
substantial progress made by the
Soparato Schools in the past 27 years,
their teaching staff Loing doubled and
many ollior improvements introduced.
Mz, Ross thon hold that the Soparate
Sclicols do not need the ballot for

urposes of admunistration. Thoey can
Build thair schools, hire their tenchers,
colleot their rates and pay their dues
without tho ballot, and what more
have they to do? The question aroso
whotlier Beparate Scliool supporters
are under any terrorism. Did Mr.
Meredtth know of any such terrorism ?
If there was any terrorism there was
somothing terribly wrong, and to
elimmato the terrorism tho classes
exeraiging 1t would have to be olimi.
oated. Mr. Meredith had smd that
tho solid Roman Catholic vote was
sgainst lum, i elections deoded by
tho ballot, and he was so intensely
logical that he thought the ballot
was necessary for the Separato Schcol
Boards. \Who would exercise the ter-
rorigin but the hiorarchy ? In that
cago 1t was tho bierarchy wineh had
to be dealt with, to bo abohished. Tt
was charged that 1he Separate School
Boards wore under clerical control,
Woell, clerical control might bo bad or
good. Many High tchool Boards are
officored by Protestant clergymen: 18
that olerical intinndation ?  Is it held
that that olerical control is injurious
to the schools ? If it 18 injurious, not
the Separate Schiools alone, but the
entire Roman Catholic system, must
be proseribed, It was natusal for
clergymen toassert themselves,and the
clergy of the Roman Catholio Church
thought they shiould exercise a certamn
guardiangtnp which Protestant olergy-
men do not exerciss, As far as the
speaker could judge, they usually
exerciged it for the good of the schools,
m securing ncreased and regular
attendanco. It devolved upon tho
bon. gontlemen opposite to prove that
there was any intimidation. When
tha ballot was apphed to Parliamen-
tary olections, there wero employors
of labor who were mterested in the
issue of those elections, and who
led their workmen in platoons to
the polls. Tho ballot was given as a
protection to these coerced olasses, and
it had worked grandly. Upen voting,
however, is 1n accordance with the
traditions of the race, and is con-
venient, and there 18 no reason why 1t
should not be retained unlegs therc are
men in a position of influence who
mako it their business to thwart the
will of the people. When such inter-
ference is proved to exist in Publio
or Separata Schoo! elections, no man
would be more ready to grant the pro-
tection of the ballot than tho speaker,
who was the guardian of the children’s
education, The country is passing
through a peculiar period of its develop-
ment, Mr. Ross went on. In the early
Instory of a naticn it is of the first
importance to have the fourdations
well laid. He folt that the religious
atmosphere was not what it should
be ; that there were cross-currents,
wrolites, comels, and other pheno.
mena, which made for disintegration ;
and the responsmbihity for such a state
of affairs Iay with the bion, gentlemen
opposite. For years every amendment
to the Public and Separate Schiool acts
was concurred in by them, they ewi.
dently fecling that they were in accord
with the intorests of the country. But
at las: vuwe spint seemed to take pos
session of them, and they reached out
for overy advantago they could get,
despite the importance of tranquility
und geod-will to the country. In 1886
the Mail, their strong supporter,
launched out into an active campaign,
the effect of which was to promote

roliglous strifo, Instead of ropudi.
ating tho utterances of tho fuil, tho
hion. gentlomon opposite scomed peor
footly ready to accept thom. In 1886,
a fow months boforo the clection of
that year, tho AMail had publirhed
articles, from whioh he would take
tho following extracts:

On August 17 it dosoribed thoRoman
Catholioc Church as '‘an naggressive
and rapacious ecolesinsticism.”

August 28—** Tho tontasles of the
church are folt by tho English sottlor
in all things, great and small.”

* Tho ohuroh is propped and but.
tressed by many hoary aots, and is
without doubt the moat uniquo and tho
most opprossive institution of its kind
on the faco of the carth,”

October 4—* The church is seeking
to build up, not & British, buta French
community.”

Octobor 18— The wondcrful focun-
dity and cohcaivenoss of tho Frensh.
Canadian race and its entiro subjeo
tion to tho chureh, whose bottle-
holding is always yudicious, make Jean
Baptiste a formidable competitor for
the soil of & now country. . . . Tho
impeachment of the Dominion Cabinot
for having allowed the, law to take its
courso in the case of Riel is nothing
more or less than an uprising on the
part of Frenoh-Canadian nativism and
intolerancoe agninst the supremacy of
British institutions.”

Qctober 18— In our huwble judg-
mont the time has come for a goneral
uprising of tho british raco in the
Dominion against so dangerous and
degrading a system of govermmnent”
(referring to the influence of the
church in Quebae).

November 0 — Referring to the
amendments made to the Soparate
Schools acts the Mai/said. - If it be
agked, What have Protestants to do
with the question ? the obvious answer
is that the power which has just suc-
ceeded in securing o British law for
keaping Catholic parents and Catholio
cbildren down is only watting its
chance to impair Protestant hberties.

. « Albeit her schools, like the
Public Schools, receive Stato aid, the
law grants her the right, free from
avy Stats inspection or interference,
to poison the minds of the children
against British institutions by means
of anti British compilaticns of Listory.”

November 15—+¢ The sale of the
Catholic vote has for years been one of
the most humiliating and a! the same
time one of the most dangerous and
demoralizing features of Federal and
Provincial politics,”

November 22—The Afail concluded
a long article, referring to the alleged
feeling against Separate Schools, as
follows : ¢ The movement would, per-
haps, in time become so general as to
warrant our rulers in sweeping away
the Separate Schools altogether, a
consummation that must be brought
about befora we can talk seriously of
building up a urited Canada.”

December 2— < Why does the church
not give Catholics better schools ?
Why does ghe obtain a law from Mr.
Mowat virtually compelling them to
keep away from the T'ublic School and
to support the Separate School, which
is confessedly an inferior institution ?
Above all, why does she train them to
herd together as a separate and dis-
tinot people, and why does ghe from
time to time humiliate them in the
sight of all men by disposing of them
to the party,, Reform or Tory, which
offersher the highest price? . . . And
what is to be thought of the Protes-
tant clergy who, as a body, are sitting
idly by whilst she iz poisoning the
wolls of popular education ?”

It would be noticed, said Mr, Ross,
thotone of the articles became stronger
ag the elections came nearer. This
was the literature that was being cir
culated just prior to the elestion of
1886, Speaking 2t London on nom-
ination day, December 21, 1886, Mr.
Meredith bad expressed himself as
follows in regard to theas uiterances:

*Thon, sir, an attempt is being
mado to mako political capital out of
tho courso of the Afail nowepaper. It
has beon anfd that tho Consorvative
party had beon raising in this country
the * No.Popery® ory. It has beon
snid thdt tha Conservative party
attempted to raiso again those ories of
sectarian hato and bigotry which wore
raiged in days gone by. I utterly
ropudinto that thoy have done any.
thing of the kind in this country, I
ropeat it, that men who would raiso a
ory of that kind for tho purpose of
gotting into power are men who should
not bo entrusted with it.”

« ¥Mr. Jus. Mills—Do yau repudiate
tho Mail ?

* Mr. Moredith—Does Mr, Mills re-
pudiato the Globe? I have laid my
platform beforo tho citizens of Tondon,
and upon that I am propared to stand
orfall. . . , . Itis said thatI
propose to do away with the Soparate
Bchools of this Province. I donv
that, and the man who makes that
chargo in the faco of my nddress to
the olectors, in which I wonld main.
tain them and inoreaso their officionoy,
is an unfair man, (Cheors.) As I
suid before. I am prepared to be judged
by my record and siatements and
nothing else. Tho mon who raised
this ery must fanov that the peoplo
aro not intelligent. This privilego is
guaranteed to Roman Catholics and
they shall bave their Separate Schools.
No wan co'd take thom away, how.
ever much he might desire to do so;
but T do not proposa to do anything of
the kind. I declare it 18 the duty of
any Government in the Province of
Ontario to mako these schools as
efficient as possible that they may
fulfil the purpose for which they wero
established.”"—The Daity Free Press,
London, December 22, 1R80.

Mr. Ross pointed out that Mr.
Meredith had had the opportunity of
repudiating the Afail, but had declined
to commit himself one way or the
otber. Yet, in face of theso utterances,
and of the fact that this paper had
over sinco supported hon gentlemen
opposite, they would now assert they
wore not secking to stir up religious
feeling and were only disposed to deal
fairly by their Roman Catholio fellow-
citizens. Now, take the election of
1890. Ho would quote agsin from a
speech delivered in February, 1890
by Mr. Meredith in London. Th-
hon. gentleman had spoken as followse
—**Is there net a great danger to the
State in this solid compact of the
minority, and in the great heat there
is botween the parties swaying from
one side to the other and exacting
from that other what that other in
conscience counld not give without the
support of that compact minority ® I
say that is one of the dangers to
modern civilization. I gay that this
method of a solid compact, by which
both parties are willing to throw down
their arms, is one of the greatest evils
we have to contend with in Parlia-
mentary government. and against
which both parties should unite, unite
against the common enemy, for there
is danger in the community.”

Mr. Clancy said that if Mr. Ross
read what preceded this he would find
the sentences read did not mean what
Mr. Ross supposed they did.

Hon. Mr. Fraser—Repudiation by
proxy.

Mr. Ross, continuing, said WMr.
Clancy could read this portion of Mr.
Meredith's speech by-and.bye. He
had the whole of it in his desk, but
could not see that the sentences quoted
meant other than thoy appeared to.
The spoaker 5aid that what he sought
to show was that hon. gentlemen
opposits had identified themselves
with the policy of the 4fail newapaper,
and its contention that the amend-
ments to the school-Iaw madoe by the
present Government were opposed to
the public interest. Hn defied any
hon. gentleman opposite to name 8
single 1netance whera awendments
regarding Separate Schicols or regard-



